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the hnmid land of the east and:the ifid land to the west. These lands
offer hope to an:overer , amd!hungryworld, for they répresent
otential settlement opportunities amd somé of the potentially most
fertile: soils of the globe. But to-make: possible successful living in
this semiarid area requires greater: knowledge'of our problems and:
better ‘efforts. at golving themtlian have. heretofore been known or
made. It has not yet been demonstrited that' eivilization can thrive
in these American plains without subsidy. Especially: is this true of
a_civilization that is shaped preponderantly by: humid-area institu-
tions and values. Our climate 1s more unigue than most, people realize.
Our-aren is not semiarid in that the ¢li ishalfway between humid
and arid. We are not half-dry and hal t; rathey, some years we
are dry and even arid;ither years we ave very wet, and stilly in other
years, we are wet or dry at the wrong times from the standpoint of
agricultural production and yields. However, with the development
of the;Oghe Irrigation: District:we hayve amew type of stability.
Our area can take.on,the form, of m true S4rrigation agriculture econ-
| omy” rather than that of an irrigated oasis-like development. Irriga-
tion agriculture, rather than serving as an “operational base”: for an’
L imported humid-area culture, can be the. foundation. for a semiarid
| agricultural economy in our area. By proper integration between dry-
land agricultuye and ranching en the one hand, and irrigation on the
other hand, it ig possible to bring together the sutland and the yonland
of the region, and on this; build & regional ieconomy. that will benefit
all in our area—dryland farmers, ranche irrigation farmers, labor-
- ersy businessmen and professional people.
‘We residents of this area have some of the necessary knowledge, skill;
i inventions to prodnee ef tly under conditions of semiaridits;
;3 we.do not-have.all the answers to.the: needs. We,.too; must.ob-
and learn. We mmst have the courageous willingness to experi
‘those matters that pertain to fitting our agea into.n bet; ,
o live. The only question that remains is whether there is the 1lon:
‘the part of the people in this region and in the Nation to do these
thingsbefore it is toolate, . ' . i Fo e Ao
In elosing, e atlow me to tell of my own personaliconeern. I am.
one of the directors of the Nert lectric. Cooperative that has
been watehing the development, of igati 18t §
interest. Even though I am out of the district; e
hope,.and 1 am. sure, that-as soon. as this first phage is projected, more
of ‘us on the east side of the river-will follow. ‘As an individual, T eer-
taindy hopeso.. v : CURLE R
The rest of the Nation and:ether industry Lave lured away -thou-
sands,of our greatest.resonrce—our boys and girls. This much change
and the development of this irrigation district will help. This is my own
case, ceptainly. no different than hundreds of others: I have five SORS,
thre attending South Dakota colleges. Two gre, majoring in Jaw
and one in business administration; none of them. is attending my old;
alma, mater, ‘South, Dakota 8§ i
farny, but were doubtful of t
by the time my t et
7 i ave joined to make
two young s and many more:
nd an:agricultural college and. re-
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