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» Bouth Dakotais }ust beginnhing' 'to reap the beneﬁts ‘of:-Missouri
Rivér Basin water developnient. The bulk of the benéfits have been to
the areas downstream threugh reduced flooding, hank stabilization,
better water supplies, and : Vmatlon. Ewven power produced swithin
the - State is exported to:many areas outside South Dakota. South
Dakotans have tolerated, and encouraged, the Missouri River ‘Basin
development knowing full well that the day would come when our
vast irrigation potential could be undertaken. Now, 20 years after
this reat river basin program was initiated, we are just beginning to
see the glimmer of irrigation benefits over fhe horizon. That hOI'lZOYl
is still several years away. Yet we have to ask our people to “miark
the X” and “sign on the dotted line” for projects they know will berie-
fit, their children and grandchildren much more than themselves: We
are asking our farmer friends to make basic decisions—terrifically
import ant decisions—decisions that will change their: whole way of
life—now, in support of 11'r1gf1t10n when, we know full well the bene-
fits will not be forthcoming for 7, 10, or even 15 years. This is most
difficult for the farmer who must gamble 1 year to the next on'the
veather, prices, and his ability to meet competition. Yet:our farmers
have “marked the X,” have “signed the:dotted line,” and have sup-
ported. efforts to develop our water resources. Witness the vote-on
conservancy district organization, the irrigation: distriet signup or the
contracting authority au .houmtlon vote.These :folks are ready
willing: to take 'the Tisk in supporting:the Federal: Government n
good sound resource development: investments.

We are proposing investments for.coneret plt‘il ploducuw im-
provements—something you-:can' get ‘your hands : on—reservoirs,
canals, powerplants, pumps, plpe-—not some flbstr'wt nonincome 1
ducing ideal. These:are:intes ’
des1g ned by the best: entrmeeung ‘an
bring returns to the people; to the Governinent and
a whole. .

We in the East Dakota Conservancv Subdist i
enderse and support every effort to.g or i
of the Oahe irrigation unit. Such development will bring both direct
and indirect beneﬁts topeople within our State thvouoh inereased
economic gr 1, reduction of fluctuating: farm: productlon and the
providing “of recreational and other water use benefits.

ime'I would like to present the ing resolution adopted
the board of directors, Fast: Dakota Conservmnc g Subdlstrlcf th
arch 1967 meeting, ‘

‘Theres olutlon referred to follo‘w ')

ed in and supports, full; multiple
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