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supply iboth in the surface-and on the ground for: domestic and. live
stock areas and smaller recreational areas in thig area. ‘

Welose an average of tweout of threeicorn crops, and I am speaking
of the areaiin eastern:Beadle County, due to the dry periods in eastern
South Daltota: We feel there is'no better money spent than bringing
water to the land, especially new that a shortage of food is predicted
in the next decade: porrpich vy : i :

It provides loans and grantsin the drought stricken areas and cre-
ates more employment in the arealof the population and increases and
reverses the flow of implication from rural to urban areas to seek em-

loyment. Also, it will attract relatéd industry to this area which the

tate so badly needs. ol

Much of the!cost of litrigation:development will be reguired. by-the
Government through water-use: payments. New taxes from individuals
and new-industries and ‘community farmers but, most of all, I reiterate
that it will provide means by which more food and fibercan be:grown
on less land than before, as we are losing much productive land
through new housing and’ highways and industrial expansion.

- The light and power that we receive from the development that has
taken place so far'Has created, and: all beén absorbed, and additional
powerplants ‘are being eonstriidted and are planning or being' con-
structed, which pays for inuch of this development in this area insofar

, st as dary! br to'the néeds and wants of the partic-
alar ared. e g D n T e S 7o
“1 Tt cuts dewn ‘érop losses;‘the ‘population will be moré stable; our
young people will enjoy recreation in this area. /

There is alwiys a hélp toward ‘getting them to stay on the farm. ' We
have much troublé in' keeping young people in relation to older people,
on the farm, and I am just filiigia ment hers and that is all I'have
to say and thank'you for 'the opportunity to express iny views.

I aim-a farmer from Yaley S. 'll)?ak.", here today ds a member of the
board of diréétors of Beadlé Electric Cooperative, Inc. Qur cooperative
has the ta : ‘eléctric power for virtually every corner of
‘the rural %o’ﬂnﬁy.‘ This amounts to something like 1,900
families, or pérhaps a full'6,000'people. et

Very few members of Beadle El Coopéerative will receive direct
benefits from this project: But théir life can improve as that of the en-
tire regionis improved by‘ Oahe. Perhaps in a later stage, 600 or so
acres may be'irrigated in our county. There will be somé‘canal mileage
and two pumping plants in our county, and the Byron Reservoir will
be enlarged., ‘ v‘

‘Qur cooperative has'beeh a congistent supporter of the Oahe project.
We ‘want to sée thé fish and’'wildlife and recreation benefits it ‘will
“bring. We w ‘sbo’the water supply in central South Dakota made
- ‘mdore dep L Andwe want' tion to'help stabilize the: eco-
Homic stabi on'perhdps is gréatest of all the benefits of irrigation,
instead of depénding on’the accident of nature—rain that may coine -
or may not come—a great part of the year. Livestock feeders in our
county would have an agsured supply of feed. L5

“Yields of ‘most crops‘could likewise increase. In Béadle County we
have watched the.éteady iricrease i1'the use of irrigation by individual
farmers who have independent sotirees ‘of water supply. The county
average yield for'al ‘about' 1.5’ tons perr acre. Irrigators now




