202 ‘ OAHE UNIT;: MISSOURI RIVER: BASIN' PROJECT

- STATEMENT OF DAVID XKELLER, ABHTON, 8, DAK:

;. Honorgble members of the Senﬂte sub. i mlttee my name is Davxd Keuer and I
own and operate 1i 'k gram farm'in Spink County.
L.am,. one-hu.n red. ; 'ind the James. Valley irrigation progect Prior-
to its formation I had tried to locate underground water but with no suucebs ;
t

pot’have to take a back seat to 0roj e

While visiting in the Columbia River Basin Project this winter, T was told that
our summer temperature and seaqop between frost dates compared very favor-
ably with theirs and alSo-that many of the seed and processing compame@ are-
watching the development of the local project and are ready to move in as soon
as the time is right.

In my own opinion:.our land: topography, soil class and adaptability, climate
and humidity. would make this project .one worthy of the investment of water.
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STATEMENT -oF+(B. . H. TERKE, -+ AGRICULTURAL AGENT, CHIGAGO, MILWAUKEE,,
St PAuL, & PACIFIo RAmLRoAD Co. "

I am representing the Chicago,, Milwaul\ee, St. Paul and. Pacific. Railroad:
Company, It is hoped that the. expressed views of the company. will be given
careful consideration by mermbers of this subcommittee.

The railroad has a tremendous ‘stake in the agriculture of thls state Over
the years, the railroad has supported Buireau of Reclamation projects in which
studies have demonstrated practicability - and -economic fegsibility. The - Oahe-
project is:no’ exception. A potential Qevelopment of  this magnitude will have-
a:far-reaching: éffact: on, thex total econamy . of South, Dakota and subsequently
on the economy of the railroad.

The Oahe Irrigation Project is based on multi-purpose development of which:
irrigation is of | ‘paramount importance, Histoucally, South Dakota’s agriculture-
economy has ‘éxperienced someéthing less ‘than accomplishment. due to the. re-
occurring droughts. The most ‘serious of these drought peridds in the 1930’s-
brought. about w1descpread farm foreclosyres and depleted the resources of the-
State’s general economy. A reduction in the normal traffic from farm products.
during that pe: ‘made, necessary. econo ieg of drastic characte1 to preserve the-
solveney of j ¢ h Dy

‘Farmers also’ suifered due to loss of income and property during that pemod
In fact, during ‘most years, the states of the Northern Plains suffered from in-
adequate moisture supplies. For more. than three decades the rural population of
South Dakota has decreased and the population growth of the state has been
much:less than the national-average. The instability of the economy and the lack
of opportunity, makes it very difficult for:this state.to retain its greatest asset—-
its young people .

Modern ieconomie soeiety isbaged aponithe exdhange:
community - whichitself | prodaces: ittlé «chn have'little to’ trade; except: te
rarily from borrowing money or establishing relief funds Which may be‘used ’in
liéu of produce:: But:a st'ab‘ihzed agrmulture within:the
plentlful supply 01’
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has been experienced in the state for a number of years.




