204 QAEE, UNIT, MISSOURI RIVER-BASIN,PRQJECT

However, we-feel: that:the fringe: heneﬁts agsociated with the increased land use
_in the irrigated area and the expeeted increase;in popul tion extremely: im-
portant and, beneficial; to; our eeonomy. hoir ;
. We are -especally:.concerned.that .our. children, the future‘ rmeyrs,: business
ional ‘people be:given an 0pportuy t ki ¢ ife
he. development of this project-wil inthi acmevement
Therefore we: urge the earlie poqslble congre%lonal appxox al and start-on
construction of-the Oahe Broject...: . ‘ ;

STATE T OF. RIGHARD, Ricor, Iy

Mr. Chairman:and members of this
.. I am director of Public Relations f
- largest farm organization in the state with headqu‘lrt@rs at Hulon, \outh Dakota
I am, appearing here tpday as.a.representative,of-our liey of our
‘S esid »n Radcliffe, who ] ear at the full committee hearing' in

gt
hel %uth Dakota Farmers Union is in £all support.of:efforts to:bringthe-Qahe
ation: :Project-to completion.: This is.# matter ecord; in.our; 196667 pro-
g policy @and.action,-adopted by legates to our:5Hlst convention Jast-Oc-
toher. The wording. in:the ‘adopted: program is as folloys: {Becauge,the Oahe-
Trrigation: Preject-has been foundifeasible:and would: bring great: benefit. to- the
mediate action by the Administration and
Gongress! forsthe: authomzat1dn and Dy tiation of funds toniin i
pro:ject.” :
«;il The ‘Bureau . of Reclamatwn report, .Wh)Ch was completed after-more ’rhan 15
iyears.of .investigation and. study, showsithat the Oahe unit is bothia sound in-
wvestment:for:ithe: federal government andian: economle necessity for the fufure
‘water resource development of South: Dakota. ;

Eventual completion:ef this:Qahe projeet, together #ith the installation .of
irrigation systems onmany actes.of our-South:Dakota:farmland, carries’a tremen-
dous potential for improvement in!the:farm sector ofithe economy. Our organiza-

ry-hopeful that the Oahie unit, when completed, will: provide an: ans
state’s diminishing farm.populatlon and steadily:declining farm-piosperity.
ition:te presently being handicapped by a restrictéd: number of produets
‘which ‘South Daketa: farmers ean' raise under dryland situations; they are £
quently subjected .t vere ‘and sometimes contintied ‘droughts that hme ¢
‘tating effects, both on' the. production:of cash’ crops and livestock

The dev: i 3y of droug > e virtually ‘elimina: rthe: farmer
whe uisés “irrigation: projeets si at supply of ! foed parﬂ ul' ly roughage,
m Iukelv 'to be avallable inthe: i mgate areas: :

as: fi

'the exodu»‘s of faxmeps from the hnd Th

of our towns:and small businessmen ‘because acd

‘South: Dakota: lost 6;000- farms ¢ ng the 1‘)"94%4 peuod for 3 ;
1,200 per year. In-a like period: ted by the 1963 Chll\l
‘Business by the U.S. ] : i

’stftge of the Oahe umt compl ion of ﬂ S
1,700- more«farm: ’pﬂople I addition, ‘a ' 300 peorple would find new op-
portunity in farm service businesses, new. ba51e agucultu;al mdust es, and other
services and activities. With the cities 18 of over-
c¢rowded conditions, it:seems only logucal to develop the rural aleas to open the
gates to new. industries, -higher. income and more employment opportunities to
‘cur‘b the present. trend of migrating inte.the metropolitan areas. Acomdmg to
.the Bureau . report, the Oahe unit will result in a total populs
South Daketa of 14,000 persons. i L
Theé. Bureau report also estimates., ﬂl development of this firgt stage alone
will .bring in nearly $31,5 million.dollars in new wages, profits and investment
earnings. It estimates gross farm income will increase bv $30 milliom;.
, - And certainly, to whatever extentirrigation;strengthens the farm economy
of South Dakota, the non-farm economy will beneﬁt from 1ncreased farm spend-




