could increase by more than $71 million dollars, and this inc S !
Zoing to ‘medna biggeritax take fl y /d ‘fédéral- governments-—a: boost in
tax revenueé of somie $6 million: l R - :
+«'When: the: construction of: this j ¢ will
me increase in job ‘opportun: tru 1011 workels plua the VS'OI'L )
that -will no doubt be hired to aid:in levehng land; helping prepare-feeder canals
and:drainage:ditches on: individual: farms. ‘All of thls activity will produce new
jobs for non-farm people in Svomth Dakota.: '

It:is iour hope,’ given prop nomic planning byt our own ‘South Dakota
leaders;thiat tHege job  opport ¢.‘can! continue to:grow . after construction ‘is
completed. If farmers in the potential irrigation area:.should shift
CTOPS sugarbeets: ot productsiof ‘that nature) the more perishable! crops
guireisome processing in ithe :communities where they: are grown:
wuThus the shift in ‘the \a‘grlcultural economy. brought about by-itrrigation" could
produce a variety of new jobs in the ﬁeld O\f procesml sttomng and manwportd-
thon:of i new :commodit; (S

Farmers ‘Unioh, ias welll as other::eiti “:., isials nteresﬁ;ed in“the: potential
this project :offers for developing our hing-in ‘South -Dakots, thus
injecting néw lifeblood into our tourist: dusrn ¥ Whl(,h buno's dbO nincreased
local :demand for farm pwdu('e‘ S service ]()b'\
eonnected with tourism’: il :

In summing up, just let n he "pot ti‘il gain for the anth Paketd
farmer:would beion“two fron itat, diredt ‘dollar boost ‘to the agricultural
producer and the secondary advhitage:to .f‘n’mers which would aéerue’ from
increased:industry:-andijob prospect:; t 1 t
grade our economy and enhance farii i i ! ; !

- In the view ‘of “South: Dakota Farme: i members, the potentiral for eco-
nomic and social benefits inherent ‘in:the ‘Oahe unit far outweigh the estimated
costs. We therefore sincerely urge your favorable consideration of Senate Bill
#6-and that the Senators on:this‘committée take whatever steps necessary and
practical toward: eXpediting the authorization and eventual completion of this
project. ‘

Thank you for givihg ‘me: the opportunity to express these views. "
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The matt ere today, Senate Bill 6, a measure which.would
authorize the Seoretmy of the Interior to. cons ct, operate and maintain the
first ‘stage“of the Oahe Unit, is another in a series of steps taken by. South
Dakotans‘in seeking to rea he full development of our state’s water resources.

The importance of stich evelopment can not, in. my,ppinion,. be over empha-
sized, The full development of all our natural and human resources is.a hlghly
desirable goal for all South Dakotans. i ‘

For far too long South Dakota has. been exporting at-an armmg rate ‘her
gredtest resource. . péople, A look at m. census . figures ‘the years 1954,
1959 and 1964 dramatlc y underli fact. In. my home county, MePherson

he 't 104 in 1954 to 779 in 1964.and the
rate of attrition. cont R Jounty, whexe we, are. meet:
ing ‘today, farm numb fell fr A""'.' 1954 1,127 in 1964. In adjacent
Brown County. there were 1,846 farms in 1954. In 1964 there were 1,447. The pic-
ture is'equally dark in virtually all areas of our state:

We are deeply disturbed by these statistics. New opportunities: in llll‘dl areas
are the key 'to meeting .tt ( . d in t rocess they can prevent the:
multlphcatlon of problems thdt’ t our teeming urban centers which are occu-
pying so much of the Nation’s attention today.

..Authorization of the first stage of the Oahe Unit could, in large medsure stem
exodus from South Dakota’s farms to the urban centeu, 11t in_a. more
qtftblhzed agricutlure and the establishment of mahy agri- t;mlnesses, all of which.




