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STATEMENT. OF CARVIN,; GUY, i PREJIDENT, MARSHALL; COUNTY: NATIONAL "FARMERS
ORGANIZATION:

Mv name is. Ca rvin. Guy. :1: operate a family-sizeifarm neax Veblen, South
! esident of the NFO in. Mayshall.County:: it
ganization: »eply: wornied.about the sick state! of family-tvpe iagri-
oday,: We believe:eollective bargaining at the marketplaice ; S
..our -problems. | 50t D «that ithe irrightion and flood: cont: eaturés of
the:Oahe Pyofect will help:splve-this problem. - . SRR

The prices we receive for our production have dropped 8'per- cent just since
last Augusts The ‘price-we.must pay for preduction items is.up 2-and 3'per cent
in: the same-period. -We are elearly icaught in a cost-price-squeeze. Because. farm

s th: the increased: income: of ‘other: segments
deserting South Dakota at: the rate of 1,500 a
arch: agencies come upw with: more
gper; thistrend could well increase.
. The Marshall .County: NFO: supports; the: Oah PrO]ect asa partlal answer to
stopping this regr: tablajtrend.Thd first staige 3 y le 500 new farms.
The second!stagemighf niean even more new farms. ' .

The Oalie ‘Project also ‘will'mean & greater tax base for the entue 1egion As
property taxes on our farms and homes go up and up, it W111 be weleome relief
to have new wealth in the region; sharing the tax'load: n

‘We-stand itoday on the threshold :of a new agmcultural boom as the popula-
tion.-of : the i world: contmuas to:igrow by deaps and bounds.: Certainly the mere
presenge : of -a growi avket does: 1ot assurethe farmer will ghare in-the in-
ereased - income of: ; Pood land--fiber imarket. ‘We in the NFO -believe quite
stronglythas:the farm'ificome problefmiwill:not be golved until. we gainia ‘'strong
bangainingtposition in:thé market place. We:do hope that this can come: hand-in-
hand with the development Of our economy through the: auwthorization of' the
Oahe Preject. :

We must thin wuslv about inore;asing thie income of ‘the farmer; and about
increasing: our: production of ifeod and fiber both, to'feed’'a hungry world and to
provide for our young people farm. 6pportunities which do not exist today.

We urge your committee to take favorable action on this legislation. Thank
you.

STATEMENT BY WEBSTER ( DAK ), CHAMBER. oF COMMERCE

The mam su-eet of ‘Webster and the economic life of ity peoplé- are dependent
fully andéntirely on the surrounding agricultural area. This is true of every
small town dn South Daketa and probably every:small town in the Great Plains.
This fact makes the Webster Chamber of Commerce acutelv dW"ll'e of ‘the con-
tinuing lossof farms in our ared: ‘

It has:béen’'documented, ‘in every gation project now operating that wide-
spread irrigation not. only . reverses’ tiis trénd of loss of farmé& but turns it

i creasing farms, This has been especiftllv true in the
Columbia RiverBasin Projéet iti'the Pacific Northwest. '

Webster is the trade cetiter of Day County, South' Dakota. We can/document
the nunibet'of farms which have ceased to operate. But equally frighténing, and
going hand in:hand with the less of farms, ig'the loss of retail businesses. Day
County; from ‘1958 through 1968, the" perio( ¢overed by the last U.8. Census of‘
Business, lost 21 retail trade- establishmerits, The dr()p was from 163 to 142,
louy of nelitly ohe-eighth. - '

The fitst stage of the Oahé Unit will -not encompass Day County land. The
second stage will cover only & handful of ‘acresin our county. But we know full
well the need for regional thinking ‘and regional planning in thig'age of modern
highways and fast transportation. A community 1o longer is measured by a day’s
ride by lorsebatk, bt mtist He megsured ih much larger tefms; Therefore we
conclude that the great econontic benéfits of ‘the Oahe Unit, although they may be
a few miles from’ our front door, will have a'great beneficial efféct on our busi-
nesses and our fainilies.

What we are'saying is that if Oahe can be built and authorized, will mean new
dollarg in:the €conomy of our busihess communities—helping to raise the stand-
ard of living for many and providmg‘ new jobs for many others.

In addition to the ‘Sconomic benefits inherént in Hétter yields dand more farms,
the Oahe Unit‘can provide additional fish, wildlife and recreation benefits that




