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acre places, most of those fellows went bpoke. Y oulcan’t buy:the ma-
chinery and farm now-diys on 150 acres or. 160, whatever the limita+
tion is. Even the 320 is pretty small.

You have got to:use modern: machmery and 1f you. do, you’ve got
to have a big enough operation to'pay for it, so there is some ques-
tion.

Senator McGoVERN., VVhat size unit Would you sutrgest would. be
économical, Mr. McNenny ¥ .- - ‘

Mr. MoNENNY. Well, that depends on W‘h'tt type i of erops you are
raising. For corn and ‘tlfalf&, L would: say 400-acres at least, 400 to
500 acres woild be required to keepa family on the farm. :

Senator MoGoverN. Even under irrigation ? fo

Mr.. McNENXNY. ‘'Yesi We have our own place and we ha,ve a nouple
Tiundred acres of irrigated. alfalfa.and we don’t farm-and raise live-
stock, but. where you are strictly in-the falmmg busmess, I think it
would take at least400-or 500 acres.

- I think we should maké a therough study in these places liké Ango-
stura, where it was divided into: smallerareas.

Senator Burotok. Histery has shown, M. McNenny, that very httle
grain.is raised in irrigation plots. It is striotly feed cmps and sugar—
beets and things of thatnature. 10 oo ) on

Mr. McNENNY. Well, some grain.

Senator Burbrok; (reneral rule, though,not very much. |

Mr. McNeN&Y. A quarterisection of sugar beets: is & lot. of farmlng,
bﬁlt a quarter section of irrigated corn or. alfalfa, there is not much
there.

Senator Burbick. The theory behlnd the 160 acres;is thad: yousspread
‘more benefits to more people.

Mr. MoNenyy; That wasall right 50 yedrs ago,but: I think it
. should be repealed at this time or modified so people can make a. living
on ‘these places and if they are going:to limit them, and, as Tunder-
stand the law; that if you don’t do anything by hmltmg your land
to 160 acres within 10, years, the Federal Governiment does 1t for yom

Senator Burpick. No.

Mr; MoNENNY. 'That wad my understanding of iti: '

‘Senhtior ‘Burbrck. The 10+year provision Tof this bﬂl is that you
shall-not ‘dedicate this land to crops that are receiving Government
supports for 10 years fromi the time of the enactment, but if ‘&' de-
mand for what continues, mdybe that may beé meanmgless oy

Mr. MICNENNY VVe ﬁled one statement and I thmk maybe we: shall

le miore.

+And: I 'think I Wonld cert nly urge you make a study of t

mch a8 JAngostira and try to try c;omethlnw here that wou
the cost of the water and also make theunit blg enough so that people
<can live on them under whatever type of farming they are trying to do!
Senator MoGoverx. I think these are legitimate questions you have
raised here and thihgs we ought to look 1nto darefully When we' get

intothe hearlngs laterion this year. .

sT'would say this in passing : T ean’t recwl /i the years I have béen
in Washington, and maybe Senator Burdiclk can correct me:on this,
of any group coming into our committee to'appeal for the endof an
‘ 1rr]gat1on pvo*]ect In ever'y mstance I know of Wher ere have been
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some problems and:difficulties, the general consensus isthat on balance
it has been a:gain ‘gverithe: former syst They have wanted ad]uqt-
ments, but not termination of the pr
.- But, we will, of coutse; take into eonsi ien any experience tlnt
weshave had in South Dakota ovelséwhere to the contrary.:
Iam sure that mformfmon will be to be made anulable to the com-
mittee. o o
L Mr. MONENNY I was down in the Antrostum atea about a week
ago and - L found that wals the bwgest comphmt they had; ithat the
places werei too sma i xae’re and 150 acre plaeeq Where
nobody was living: a ¥ 3
else, now. f
i«Senator/BUrRproR;: 'V 4 din 80 ‘our- progecte ﬁhe for-
: ; iffdrent class of land: Wd'haven’t
done thial in-a few: progects buti w 3 rted from the con-
cept because it requlres a-major revisionsof all t ’togeets L
Mr. MoNenwy, Ft:is sem"- hing, thoughy T think is outdated in th1s
goto bigper f on dryland farmmg
I don’ty want. you to that T am' agy] ; ‘ ,
because T aminot and T am-doing it rvyself ;
thatb 1shoul(il be gone ‘into thorouohly, too, because 1t can ' become a
problem
Senator MoGoverx. T agree: with that ‘and T think they are good
obﬂer‘vamons and ones that oughtt to be take mto con51derat10n
- Mr. MeNEex~Y.: Thank you very niwch:
Senator MoGoverx. Thank you.
‘Mr.’E. L. Sc¢hultzisnext. - i1l

STAT*EMENT OFE.'L. ‘HUL?rz ’REDFIELD 8 DAK

Mr. SCHUL’I‘Z Mr M(,Grovern* and enator Burdick. I believe the last
timé I had dinner with you: was abouti 6 years ago when :we were.
working on. theicentennial, and Tivanted: to- ]ust kmd of rev1ew a
little Dbit.

I am E. L. Schultzi from Redfield;S. Dak. About 25 years ago we
‘heard: Sloan talk:about; building this Oahe Dém .and he ‘said by the
time it was completed; you would have a.channel all the way to Spink
County and off-in this neck 'of -thé: woods, and, of course, it hadn’t
developed that'way, but thé dream isdeveloping. . =

About 22 years ago I was appointed from this area because of this
p0551ble large area to be irrigated, as a member of the irrigable: farm-
ers committee. There was one from‘dachiof the 13 States including
South Dakota; and so T-did attend the meeting at Salt Lake' City and
out on;the west.coast and lefuned A 01e‘1t deal about 1t and served on this
for 1 yeart: ; »

T did- go to! the Belle F he areq; to: de\« elop a-little knowledop
of 1rr1<ra,t1on because T was quiité dumb about it. But I just comment
on that and T thought:- T would tell.you about it. oy
- I'started farming; ofidourse, when' ¥ was 17 years old. My fafher
died and, of course, we have done very llttle 1rr1gat10n My brothers
: 1rr1gated for'about 12 years -

I want:itosajy this, that itchas been a trre‘mf prlvlletre to disten in-on -
this, and T am in the insurance business now, and live in town and still
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own. a'farm, and Iithought in just telling it that from:my! expemence
and now the dream is going to-conie true in this-tirea. = -

“You know, they talk about these: great changes and: the Indlans
réalize the eha ge; too./A young Indian: guy came into 2 store and he
$aid he wanted to buy a pair of trousers and the: saleslady held up the
‘trousers so he couldsee them, and he said, “Huh uh, a:zipper, no,
brother buy zipper on his jacket and cut his necktie off.?.

~So, I appreciate you fellows coming down and I did thinl T-would
appreciate the privilegé of taking the time to tell the little experiences
I'Had in regard to this n‘no‘qtlon pro;ec‘r, and 1t’s been a-great- p11v1—
lege in belna here; i i o

Thank you. S

i Senatot MoGovery. Thank you very much; M. S“chultzi.‘

Ve any othel w1tnesses now ..« ot

STAT MENT OF ADAM REINSCHMID HURON

M1 Rmmonmm‘ Senator \IcGovern and Senator B i
was a-little. mixup, it-seems. I indicated that: I wanted. to testif
also left & note and neither.one of them got, throygh.

I am Aidam-Reinschmidt from’ Huron, S. Dak., living in the east-

ern part of the county under one address for some 65 years. We, raised
our family out there and ended up. with ‘one youngster on the farm,
now, and the rest of them the industry and professions absorbed them
-out of the State. We are one of the typical of many families. in our
area.

In 1920 we had about: 60 some families in our tow nshlp and toda’_;
we got, to count some twice to make 20. We have about 18 or-20 families
Jeft and that leaves a place quite:depopulated. 1

I represent the Beadle Electric Cooperative here today .and its
1,800 members, and I am going to file a prepared statement, but I'd
»hke to make- a :few: renmrks of 1 my: own in connection with them.

We are also.quite deeply. ropted in North Dakota, in. Senator Bur-
dick’s State, and my grandfather homesteaded in North Dakota. Their
names are Wolfs, and as yet North Dakota has not seen fit to put a

nty on them, so they are getting along pretty well up there;
< endorse thie.Oahe 1111crf1t1011 pm]ect and: consider: it one of the
most important developmentq of South Dakota; i
Although-we are not in the initial irrigating plan, we. bope and we
are hopefu] that we will be included in further development of irri-
. gation.

We further believe that the economic, 2ains will result. from b1 inging
of water to the land, thereby stabilizing the economy of the ¢ ate
throngh the pwdnctlon of crop storage periods:of drought. I wish to

£ I went through the droug,ht period of 1911,1926,1934. 1935,

4;and 1936 and the most recent was 1964,.1n Whlch we did not
harvest a ops in.our area and we therefore.are:very interested in
-seeing w

The Bureau of Reclamation has a, pilot well within a mile of my

ranch and it is operating. today. A farmer there uses it and he raises

crops when we don’t raise anything and we are very hopeful that we
will be included in that in the future.

Irrigation will also.provide the feed supply for the surrounding un-
nrlo'able areas during. pr olonoed drought and recharge the water

¥
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supply iboth in the surface-and on the ground for: domestic and. live
stock areas and smaller recreational areas in thig area. ‘

Welose an average of tweout of threeicorn crops, and I am speaking
of the areaiin eastern:Beadle County, due to the dry periods in eastern
South Daltota: We feel there is'no better money spent than bringing
water to the land, especially new that a shortage of food is predicted
in the next decade: porrpich vy : i :

It provides loans and grantsin the drought stricken areas and cre-
ates more employment in the arealof the population and increases and
reverses the flow of implication from rural to urban areas to seek em-

loyment. Also, it will attract relatéd industry to this area which the

tate so badly needs. ol

Much of the!cost of litrigation:development will be reguired. by-the
Government through water-use: payments. New taxes from individuals
and new-industries and ‘community farmers but, most of all, I reiterate
that it will provide means by which more food and fibercan be:grown
on less land than before, as we are losing much productive land
through new housing and’ highways and industrial expansion.

- The light and power that we receive from the development that has
taken place so far'Has created, and: all beén absorbed, and additional
powerplants ‘are being eonstriidted and are planning or being' con-
structed, which pays for inuch of this development in this area insofar

, st as dary! br to'the néeds and wants of the partic-
alar ared. e g D n T e S 7o
“1 Tt cuts dewn ‘érop losses;‘the ‘population will be moré stable; our
young people will enjoy recreation in this area. /

There is alwiys a hélp toward ‘getting them to stay on the farm. ' We
have much troublé in' keeping young people in relation to older people,
on the farm, and I am just filiigia ment hers and that is all I'have
to say and thank'you for 'the opportunity to express iny views.

I aim-a farmer from Yaley S. 'll)?ak.", here today ds a member of the
board of diréétors of Beadlé Electric Cooperative, Inc. Qur cooperative
has the ta : ‘eléctric power for virtually every corner of
‘the rural %o’ﬂnﬁy.‘ This amounts to something like 1,900
families, or pérhaps a full'6,000'people. et

Very few members of Beadle El Coopéerative will receive direct
benefits from this project: But théir life can improve as that of the en-
tire regionis improved by‘ Oahe. Perhaps in a later stage, 600 or so
acres may be'irrigated in our county. There will be somé‘canal mileage
and two pumping plants in our county, and the Byron Reservoir will
be enlarged., ‘ v‘

‘Qur cooperative has'beeh a congistent supporter of the Oahe project.
We ‘want to sée thé fish and’'wildlife and recreation benefits it ‘will
“bring. We w ‘sbo’the water supply in central South Dakota made
- ‘mdore dep L Andwe want' tion to'help stabilize the: eco-
Homic stabi on'perhdps is gréatest of all the benefits of irrigation,
instead of depénding on’the accident of nature—rain that may coine -
or may not come—a great part of the year. Livestock feeders in our
county would have an agsured supply of feed. L5

“Yields of ‘most crops‘could likewise increase. In Béadle County we
have watched the.éteady iricrease i1'the use of irrigation by individual
farmers who have independent sotirees ‘of water supply. The county
average yield for'al ‘about' 1.5’ tons perr acre. Irrigators now
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consistently average 4.4 tons per acre and we e:spect 5:to 6 tors to be
common some day, for irrigators.

Corn will  average 33 bushels:to the acre:on: drvland acreage 83

bushels to the acre on irrigated land. Sorghum can:produce 38 to 40
bushels-to the acre on dry Tand—a few.initial crops of beginning irri-
gators are producing 89 to 90 bushels of sorghium per acre:
- Beadle Electric Cooperative also is very much ‘éxcited ‘about the
increased employment which such a project;can bring about. It is a
fact of life that all of our sons and daughters do not have the same
opportunity ' to get into farming that we once had. We: need to.give
them opportunities that do not now exist. Oahe would create not only
more farming opportunity but a wealth of new ]obs in. agricultural
processing and farm-related servicé industries:

We are attaching a copy of & resolution by which Beadlo ‘Electric
adds its official support to the project. We ask:that you take back to
your full committee and to the whole Congress our plea that this neces-
sary pI‘O]eCt be authorized and funded with great speed

Thank

(The resolutlon referred to follows )

RESOLUTION OF THE BEADLE ELEOTRIO Coommmvm

Be u; resolved that the Board of Direétors of Beadle Electric Coope:atwe
urge early development-of the Oahe Irrigation Unit of the Missouri River Basm
Project and request immediate consideration of this unitiby the Congress

CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY

I, BEdward Fritzsche,. Secretary of thé Beadle Blectie Cooperative, ‘Inc hereby
certlfv that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution whxch was
dulyi pasted: at the-Reéegular Meeting: of the: Board of - Directorsiheld: Avgust 17,
1965, .. .

o EDWARD Fx;ruscmm, Som etary.

Senator MoGovErN. Thank you so'much. W are sorry we lost your
name and request, here' earher but we'are gl y0u were ¢ able to-testify.
“Who 'is next ? SRR :

STATEMENT OF E: M. YOUNG McLAUGHLIN ?

Mr Youna. 1 am E. M. Youna from McLaughhn, St Dak I have
farm -interests:in western Sully “Co nty. I Want ito ‘deress this to
Senator McGovern and ‘Senator Burdic

I didn’t ask for a place here, but bemo there is a httle e‘itm tune
Lwould like!to represent myself asan excess-land owner: .|
«i"There: has: been: so very httle smd here: today about; X0eSS- land
owners.

T am afraid may be we Would be forwotten fm& 1t seeins that wlnt has ‘
been known, I'think, is the Small: Bureau Act-of 1965, which has the
prospect of giving the' exoeqs lqnd owner some rel 'ef relat
1rrigation.. §

- T have been miking some: qulte detm
completed and its seems bo.me-that: the:
undex 18 1]

‘ ag been i sald herée today relfitwe
ey, the Jim. RlVeI‘ Va]ley ar mgfttmn, -but 'we have bread acres
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of good landahit's nearer the water. It’s my opinionit: could be i
ated as chea,p or cheaper and that needs:fo be:seric 011§1d
* to bring:it into igation. . 0
@ th 2 b
tin,in time to be a part of th
. Yow will have plenty: of tim
your:paper is made a part of the hearing record wher
M Thank youw very much: Tt seems to me—I want to muke
onermone statement—that:there has been so much today abeut
time, . when and how: long ould be before this project in the Jim
alley--here/might become a reality. At best, it seems to be sey-
éral ylears off.It seems tomne thely: could be—well, I’ll say; ﬂlfu ge acreage
igation put unde 3
haitematural idre a

near the water so-
what we might be able to do.
I beheve “that is all I have to‘«,s.a justi ;- want to avoid hfwmg the
> clear out ThEIQ has been a

€O nnents and' .your

have a gentleman here.

YA

STAEEEMEN ) OF

Mr Ktioker; Honorable Senator McGovenl and’ Qen‘xtor Burd.. .
I do not have w n testimony, but in observing what I have heard
today suld 11 ¢ permission to speak.

Senator MCGOVERm Please giveus. your name and address.

_ Mr. KLICKER. Fred Klieker, from Wolsey and Beadl

T am a member of the Natmnal Farmers Organizati
Union. '

Now, I would like:ts N
behind any irrigation proj but VVhdt aqtonmhes me is tlu‘omrh ‘the
testimony that was given ‘mday notliing has been:said ér spoken abo
price conditions and situations, :and 16 onescan tell me that this |
solve our problem We must, have pnceq first ot Let us' put’ ht st
things first.

Senator MCGOVDPN I don’t thmk you: lnve any: (11mrt'e] vnth Sena-
‘tor: Burdiek :and.-me: We are strong advocates: of improving farm
price income and both of us sponsor in  that direction.

- MrKrioEr: Firstiof it me clea; el ‘ -4

++J haveibeen a stron vocate and: close:follower of a verv ‘great
man through the passing;years. To me one of the greatest that I'can
think- of, that is, Charles. H. Wileon, that as you well know ‘was very
instrumental in passing the 90-percer arity through the more years.
Now, this man, in my opjnion, in:his spefiklng, in his pronounce-
ment%———also, ‘hé was Director of Economy in Washington; D.C. - -

-This man: today- is unheard of ; nobody listens to this man and; in
my thinkirigy hel still irsists that we need parity. How can we be e\:-*
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pected to operate for less thar:paritly, whien: otherisegments-ini'the
economy receive parity. Why shouldn’t we,also? .~
Agriculture-is a ‘Very basic-part of any economy of 4y nation and
thisiis being denied agri @ | w We:speak today of reent
and - Washingto bling T7ipercent under the:s:
) ‘ to 27"

that. I doubt if it is that

but'it is not high enoughy. w0 e : L] A
~ Mr. Kitcker. This'is what T'would call actual patity, paying from
492 t0 44. sl e
¢ Sepator MoGovern, My knowledge iis that average farm inc

about two-thirds of the: national average and that’s not eno ]
would 'mot put it as low ds your 'figute, Hut it is ‘certainly not high
enough. LR R ‘ i
, MI? Kricker. I am basing it.oniwhat we received under: the 90 per-
cent parity. In 1963 when wheat was'$2.97 a-bushel dnd corn was $1.79
by the Federal Government—what-is ‘the support’ on' corh and wheat

. Lhis is.whi 3 ony ang he commodities and products
that farmers buy today are from 5 to 7 times higher than théy 3
then, then how can we consider parity as such wéhavé today ? '
/'Thid isithe quarrel T-have. Now, under this Trrigation ‘Act, thiswill
not:solve our: preblem. Onr expenses will be enough: greater that we
areistill producing for lesd thanieost. Thisis what I'am getting atThis
does not solve our problem. It will solve our problem to a certaii ex;
tent. Basically, it will help industry to:come in:té-it, a larger popula-
tion of people to live in these communities, yes, but wh , we have, we
have four masses still with vs. Thi§i§ correct ; or is this"wrong? "
Senator MoGoverw, I don’t think anybody agrees that irrigation is
a cure-all forall of ourpr d b GBI I
T think it'is an impot
to deal with the whole agy blem.. .. .. , v
< KER. 1 agree wi percent, but in Washington, D.C;;
we havewne thing that is very wrong. W ree world foods trade.
Our"farmlers must prodice at a world'competitive price, and. our
industries have the highest protection this world has ever known; Itis
very imperative this cannot continue. Beecause this is an unbalanced
sick economy, the only way we ean become strong and firm is through
a balanced economy, That cannot continue to carryon, . .
This is all T have to say, and I thank you very much. .. - :
; Senator: McGovern: Thank you for your statement. We appreciate
Let,me just make it clear here again, I am sure that neither Senator
Burdick.nor; Senator Moss, if he were here, would want to leav n
Impression: that we conducted these hearings in- a notion that it _
going to énd'all our probletns in South Dakota, We have a ot of things
wehave'to deal with and today, we are relating our efforts to one aspect
of the problem;.and that’s more efficient and proper use of our water
resources. o i sl T < '
At this time T have a resohition from the Common’Council of the
City of Millert, which T shall make a part of this record, if there is no
objection. o
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~.'(The resolutmn mfermd to follows: Yot

RESOLUTION OF, THE GOMMON C«OUNCIL Gm:qzs or l\IILLER, S..DaK;

|| Whiereds, the OélnmonQourtelli of/ the: Oity bf!" Miller, Hand County, Sotith
Dakbta, has beeh; advised of 8 United States Senafe Sub-Committee meeting o
be held in-the Ci edfield, South. Dakota, om the 22nd day. of May, 1967,
and’ that the said co ttee meeting is for the purpuse of obtaining testimony
relative to the early adoption of the ‘Oahe Irrigatibn’ Project, ‘and ;

/Whereas, the Oominon Council believes: that the adoption of the Said; Irriga-
t1on Project is vital to the economic development of; the City -of Miller, Hand
County, and surrounding coupnties and cities:to, the extent that it will tend to
$tabilize the' economy ‘of this iminediate area in parvtlcula;r and the State of
South Dakota in general, and;

i Wihereas, it is beleved thart rural - South’ Dakots ' has gradually sustained an
edbmomic  reversal .fo. the éxtent that imniediate meagures. must. be taken to: itm-
prove the stabilizing of the egonomy and .that the earliest-possible adoption of
the Oahe Irrigation Projeot is absblutely essential in accomplishing this purpose,
and ;

Wheréas, it:is also! believed: that the City of Miller may, at sohre futiive! time
acguire water: from. the Project.f iwhlic-and -commerecials consumptxon and there-
fore be it RESOLVED asg, follows, ho-wit.:

"That the Cormon Council in “for bhe Clty of Miller, for the reasons here-
inabove stated does endorse the said Oahe Irrigation Project and does further
encourage and recom.hnend the earliest puss»ble adioption iof the said Oahe Irriga-
tion Preject. : ; ‘

Dated this 15th day May, 1967.

. Senator- Mc [ariy ople ha\?e turned in letters and ‘state-
ments concerning -this: proj 1056 ;along with: the: letters written
to the com 1ttee, mll all be ed in'the hearmg reoord at this

£

STAT’EMENT QF VERNON 8. Coor 4 DENT, UPPER Mlssomu WAmR USERS:
- Aé*socIATmN ’C RK [ jx, NORTH ‘DAKO’I‘A '

\Ir Clhan-man, my name is Vernon 8. Coo i
president of the Duper Missouri Water, ¥Js iation,, an organization;com-
posed of irrigatioh districts, ditch, compa - 'water users organizations,
representatives of various agenciés, and i ! i
deyelopment ofl{ the/ four 'staten of )
Wyoming, Qur a i f
this time been concerned
‘$outi River’ Basin,' ay'
ferigation: atid ‘vther-pu
Aissoaiation:is intenested in, amd edncern
resources projects in, tat i
project proposed ffor
1t conqiders to be g(yod and’ son

the Mis

pzx oject. 5

&% ﬁippei' Migsoiri River reglbn haﬂw great pote

nt; to a gmeat e&term 0. the: ﬂewwpment and usé of 1t6 FeSotinchs

alid urges
{@ahe Unit

'Dhank you
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%ATEMENT 011- Roy A HOLAND; "CHAIRMAN, | GARRISON | DIVERSTON | CONSERVANCY
iy IDISTHYIOT, L&N[OURE N DAK

A Hc)land; LaMom’e, North Dakota ;*am the

i Garris 1« ervancv Dl%tl'l(‘t for the early au-
thorization of the Qahe Unit of the Missouri;River Basin: Project in South Dakota
is set forth in a resolution which was adopted by our Board of Directors on
April 5th, 1967, a copy of which is attaclred-to this statement.

Although -our principal concern and interest is with the Garrison D1vers1on
Unit in. North' Dakotd; ouriorganization is keenly interested in and strongly sup-
ports the development and utilization of the resources.in our region to provide
for its growth and economic stability, The development of 190,000 acres of irri-
gation in'Sbith Dakota a8 is'planned dnded the Oahe 'Unit, along with the other
purposes which the project will serve, will have a decided salutary effect on the
economy “'of South Dakota. Along with, the development of ‘the ' 250,000 acre
Garrison Diversion unit in North Dakota, which has already beén authorized by
Congress and {8 under construction, it Wiﬂ stimulate the ‘economic growth and
development of the Northern Great Plains region of our Nation. Heré, where
now the economy is based almost entirely on a dry-land agriculture, subject to the
vagaries of an unpredictable rainfall each year, we can expect irrigation develop-
ment, and.the other purposes these projects.will serve, to. provide growth and
stability and better enable the Region to make its full contribution to the strength
and prospetity of our Nation. i
“The Garrison Diversion Conservancy Dlstrlct tmpeetfuny urgies and raquests
your favorable consideration of legislation that would authorize the @ahe Unit
of the Missouri River Basin Project in South Dakota ' i

Thank you. ; ‘

RESOLUTION : OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS GARRISON DIVERSION: CONSERVANCY

DISTRICT

.+ Whereas the Oahe Umt ‘of .th Missouri Riven Ba sin Prn;ee has been investi-

yted by the-Bureau, qf Recla on and has ) 0 be:an engineer-

y sound and eoonommal}v feambie multiple: purpoae W espurces; project

wh 11 bring many benefits to the project, area, the State of South Dakota,
and Upper Midwest and the Nation, and

[ mgatxon through the Oshe Unlt will partlally

S, X peri nced beqa,use of he inundation of about

"Whereav bill n‘miely S. 6 and HR 27 and HR 1163, have been mtroduced i the
ich, if appwved (would authorize the construction. of the first
v r 2, humber of purposes mcludmg the

4 vey, Nort
ngly supports the State of South D,
their. efforts to bring about the. development of ; the Oa
ully urges Congress to approve the authorization of the lnltlal
stage of the Oahe Unit, Missouri River.Basin Project, as set forth in the bills
listed herein ; and be it further
f-thi¥ resolution be forwdrded to Senators M1lton R.
Karl C. M ndt, George McGovem; Re

d, Country trong
Jahe.project.is essential, a,nd that it




fit ;also . from ;the. construction: of , this
A ‘the neorthern -part of our county This
water stupply will help fill
i1‘vigatién, for tHe: farmer: : ) Ea

While we believe the O -egsenti -1 e‘have some mlsglvmg‘s as‘to

ol L e in’ our ‘area some 12,000 acres

3 y ‘esd6 not believe ithis is ebsentml part of the
1 ojec‘r, and this part should be 1econ%lde1ed
i Membersiof: the subecormittee; w
thorization and construetion of th

a1nw1§ ‘because it
Oonsequentlv,

Lilepoe. 1
District #4 it
I believe that irrig: twn will'bé jR2: y
our state is built on agriculture and anything which will expand .and stabilize
agriculture will expand our entire economy 7
T dived through -the dust: storms 'of ithe 1980’y and Taemeniber my-father and
his neighbors putting up Russian th for hay. All other sources of feed had
drled out. Thistles v i oy

)
‘hardly a°Yedr Zoey by tha on’t have a drv perwd and

Water’ at the i m; t;umzi could make a 10t ‘of différence
P and 1 begutit i

and then rioth 1ig
buinper’ cotii ¢hop bl 4l
Tack of ‘

;eﬁt ‘asset ds' ‘the increase in fat"m
x'bagé and much improved rurat
' beneﬂt greatly and we could

Honorable members of the Senate 81 : Hubert Peterson

1 would like to-gee irrigation come to;t > many - opportunities and

challenges that irrigation would:bring. ] been born;. raised -and-lived.on

the same northern Spink County farm for fifty years, I c¢an;well remembex the
dirty thirties. The hardships and unceztainties that dry weather can bring. I hav
seen farms disappear, the farmer leave the- state, small towns fade away,

merchants closing their stores and moving élsewhere, many-outside the state.

and ﬁmncm v Chureheqw struggle and

! . s from  High

o' portuniity was greater

el -day in newspapers and
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magazines T mad‘a’b(mﬁ the problem: otricitidd withi écrowded schools, churches
mth two. or. th ; y morning services.

the Oahe Project,
Thére i§ certaml y
spgce. “'

o me; a' farmer)
1,he skies for moist

5

STATEMENT oF* HARRY ' H. ‘MARTENS, ‘WgdsINGTON; 8. DAK.' OHAIRMAN (OF /THE'
+ SourH DAROTA #STATE sS01L 'AND: WATER  CONSERVATION COMMITTER

The South Dakota State Soil and Water-Gonservation Committee is established
by law as a department of State Go for ‘the purpose of carrying out
the State’ 'Soil vand 'Water “Consery $tri Aw. o ‘the geventy  (70)
locally organized Soil and Water ‘Cons: i

These seventy, (10) districts are governmental sub-di
ment 4 t ors ad,

liVestock  feed su plies are aIw
outh Dakota each year;
ment of'! the Oahe T

genei-allv found t:
d ned1ca1 services,

\mmwmw OF: HARm H. ! " i CHATEMAN OF THE
BeabLe ) COoUNTY ~SoIt AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT e

The. Beadle: County Soil -and: ‘Water:Gonservation  District is a;sub-division
of: State Government for the purpose of earrying out: soil and Watel cnnservationv
programs )

(,1'0}) and l1vestoek W1th appronmately .%00 acz*es under 1rr1(rat10n

The Beadle: County Soil-and: Water Conservation Distrlct Qupervwors submit
the following resolution::

“Whereas, the :most-of South: Dakota hes in a ramfall area:that does nor
allow the maximum:-useiof.soil.and.climate for crop production:; :

“Whereas, livestock :feed supphes are always in bhOI‘f\bllDDlV in some partq
of South- Dakota:: each year; ;

“Whereas, -development of Oahe Irrlgation Pxogect wills v@tabllwe the produo-
tioniof feed and-the liveqtoch industry and thereby: enhance the total ec¢onomy’ of
\nuth Dakota ;

‘“Whereas, 1t is:generally fmmd that irrigation brings progressive-business; ﬁne
schools, good medieal services, churches and many other cnmmermal and cultural
~enterpr1se‘x

“Therefore, be 1t leqolved the: Beadle County Soil and Water Con@ervatmn
District does.hereby. request the: Congress: of the-United States to pass Senate
Bill No. 6, authorizing-the deyglopment of the Oahe Irrigation.Project.
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- STATEMENT OF DAVID XKELLER, ABHTON, 8, DAK:

;. Honorgble members of the Senﬂte sub. i mlttee my name is Davxd Keuer and I
own and operate 1i 'k gram farm'in Spink County.
L.am,. one-hu.n red. ; 'ind the James. Valley irrigation progect Prior-
to its formation I had tried to locate underground water but with no suucebs ;
t

pot’have to take a back seat to 0roj e

While visiting in the Columbia River Basin Project this winter, T was told that
our summer temperature and seaqop between frost dates compared very favor-
ably with theirs and alSo-that many of the seed and processing compame@ are-
watching the development of the local project and are ready to move in as soon
as the time is right.

In my own opinion:.our land: topography, soil class and adaptability, climate
and humidity. would make this project .one worthy of the investment of water.

* R A . FEEHIEIRND I SRR T TRP LR i

STATEMENT -oF+(B. . H. TERKE, -+ AGRICULTURAL AGENT, CHIGAGO, MILWAUKEE,,
St PAuL, & PACIFIo RAmLRoAD Co. "

I am representing the Chicago,, Milwaul\ee, St. Paul and. Pacific. Railroad:
Company, It is hoped that the. expressed views of the company. will be given
careful consideration by mermbers of this subcommittee.

The railroad has a tremendous ‘stake in the agriculture of thls state Over
the years, the railroad has supported Buireau of Reclamation projects in which
studies have demonstrated practicability - and -economic fegsibility. The - Oahe-
project is:no’ exception. A potential Qevelopment of  this magnitude will have-
a:far-reaching: éffact: on, thex total econamy . of South, Dakota and subsequently
on the economy of the railroad.

The Oahe Irrigation Project is based on multi-purpose development of which:
irrigation is of | ‘paramount importance, Histoucally, South Dakota’s agriculture-
economy has ‘éxperienced someéthing less ‘than accomplishment. due to the. re-
occurring droughts. The most ‘serious of these drought peridds in the 1930’s-
brought. about w1descpread farm foreclosyres and depleted the resources of the-
State’s general economy. A reduction in the normal traffic from farm products.
during that pe: ‘made, necessary. econo ieg of drastic characte1 to preserve the-
solveney of j ¢ h Dy

‘Farmers also’ suifered due to loss of income and property during that pemod
In fact, during ‘most years, the states of the Northern Plains suffered from in-
adequate moisture supplies. For more. than three decades the rural population of
South Dakota has decreased and the population growth of the state has been
much:less than the national-average. The instability of the economy and the lack
of opportunity, makes it very difficult for:this state.to retain its greatest asset—-
its young people .

Modern ieconomie soeiety isbaged aponithe exdhange:
community - whichitself | prodaces: ittlé «chn have'little to’ trade; except: te
rarily from borrowing money or establishing relief funds Which may be‘used ’in
liéu of produce:: But:a st'ab‘ihzed agrmulture within:the
plentlful supply 01’

fall, the p10blem of mamtanung economic qtabll V
Ivrigation makesgintersive fagnicmture possible

which have a :steadying: -effect on pricesiand e )
range plans :for eropping: and Hwestock:: Irrigation, ‘as:pr
Irrigation Project, will not lend itself to the production !

will enable project: Parmer 'to produde sufficient livestoek:fo
own use, but for adjacent ranching areas durmw tlmes of distro
de"v‘relopment ’wﬂi-fstimulatfer C v

te md attra at thou%a
will dev:

thmt one’ ad(h ona
and urban:are:
has been experienced in the state for a number of years.
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‘The ‘Milwaukee Railroad favers authorization of ‘the Oahe Irrigation Project
which woald move the project into:'the iditial‘planning and' constru n stage.
‘The railroad supported the program for building’ the: Oalié Dam:notwithstand-
ing the' elimination of thousands: of acres of produéti ralley: lands  tributary
to the railroad inundated by the swaters of the reservoir. Diversion:of the water
from-ithe reservoir ‘of ‘the Missouri River for! irrigation’has been: a basic and
integral part of thé!entire Missouri Basin project-from the time it was first
proposed. In 1966 landowners within the projeet boundaries' overwhelmingly ap-
proved the entering into contractual obligations for the repayment of the project
assigned to them. We believe this demonstrates their desire for the project in
many ways.

We trust this committee will ¢onsider favorably legislation which 'will résult in
‘the multi-purpose developments of the Oahe Trrigation Project for the people of
north central South Dakota, Thank you. .

STATEMENT OF JouN DTBAUER, PRESIDENT, REE Emscmrc Coof»LRATIVE INc Mrtieg,
. Dax.

My name is John Etbaueri I'am a cattle raiser near Ree Heights, South: Dakota.
and I am'here today as President of Ree Eldetrie Cooperative, Ine. Qur: coopera-
tive urges the authorization of thiﬂsrproj'ec«t‘ because we believe in the 1,435 rural
families: who are our members in Hyde and Hand Counties. The:great:bulk’ of
these people are livestock growers: like myself. As such; they arevitally inter-
ested in the sourde of supply of feed grains and hay for feeding livestock.

The -addition of 190,000 irrigable acres, which’ is:foreseen in ‘the first: state
legislation, would have a tremeridous impact on stabilization of the feed:supply
for eastern South: Dakota. As::a:livestock ‘grower, 1 meed: feeders to buy ithe
110 to 120 head 'of yearling steers which I:sell in an average year. Now, they go
o Towa where feed corn is more plentiful hese feeders need an ddequate, stable
and dependable source of feed supply. Ode ly we buy corn tofeed the ealves
on our place and to feed out a few. heifers. So:far,we have been able to:get this
corn in the state. The day could come, howeveér, when drought-could make-it.im-
Ppossible to get enough corn: locally and we would have to import massive amounts.

Ree Electric Coopérative supports:the Oahe Project alsol because we believe it
is good for:the economy of ‘the state. The added income; rural and urban, which
Oahe would provide has been expressed: ably by others here:today.. We believe
Oahe would be:good for the mation because it:would incredse the production of
food that will be so badly needed by-a mushromnlng population.

Ree Electric believes that the Oahe Project is essential and: that it sh(mld be
approved asfast as-possible.

The two’ecounties 'we serve: will beneflt also from the construction:of this proj-

.ect—the primary feeder canal crosses the northern parts of our counties. Water
supply will-help fill some of the smaller'potholes which sometimes:dry in the sum-
mer. And possiblyin the second stage, when the¢ Missouri Slope irrigation area: is
organized and approved our project area will receive direct irrigation benefits.

Members .of the  Subcommittee, we:urge iyou -most: strongly - to. press’ for: the
authorization and construction of this most critically needed project.:

Thank you very much for °1v1ng me the opportumtv' to represent Ree Electmc
‘Cooperative: today. s

‘STATEMENT. OF ROBERT BROER CHAIR\IAN BEADLE COU"TTY WATER RESOURCES
DEVELOPMENT,. COMMITTEE

I am Robert Broer, Chs irman of the Beddle Ooumv Water Resom.'ces Develop-
ment C‘ommlttee, ‘organized in’ Mareh 1960.

The .purpose of ‘this orgqmzatlon 1§ 'to"detetmine’ the beneficial “isé and ‘con-
servation of all water available and 'to fully utilizé this resource for the better-
ment of our economy and well being, Much has been ﬂccomphﬁhed by this, group
representing all ‘séctions of Beadle County ‘'in informing the people on the issues
involved, :Organization of the Sub-District an he contract authority’ vote are
qigmﬁcant for the successful oltcomie of thest issues. Full support of the!Oahe
Irrigation' Project has been’ demonstrated through the"” mpport glven by the
voters of this area.

‘We reahze that the' initial stiage of this project will nbt 1nclude ‘the Beadle
‘Canal and that most of the benefits to our'area will be secondary and indirect.
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However, we-feel: that:the fringe: heneﬁts agsociated with the increased land use
_in the irrigated area and the expeeted increase;in popul tion extremely: im-
portant and, beneficial; to; our eeonomy. hoir ;
. We are -especally:.concerned.that .our. children, the future‘ rmeyrs,: business
ional ‘people be:given an 0pportuy t ki ¢ ife
he. development of this project-wil inthi acmevement
Therefore we: urge the earlie poqslble congre%lonal appxox al and start-on
construction of-the Oahe Broject...: . ‘ ;

STATE T OF. RIGHARD, Ricor, Iy

Mr. Chairman:and members of this
.. I am director of Public Relations f
- largest farm organization in the state with headqu‘lrt@rs at Hulon, \outh Dakota
I am, appearing here tpday as.a.representative,of-our liey of our
‘S esid »n Radcliffe, who ] ear at the full committee hearing' in

gt
hel %uth Dakota Farmers Union is in £all support.of:efforts to:bringthe-Qahe
ation: :Project-to completion.: This is.# matter ecord; in.our; 196667 pro-
g policy @and.action,-adopted by legates to our:5Hlst convention Jast-Oc-
toher. The wording. in:the ‘adopted: program is as folloys: {Becauge,the Oahe-
Trrigation: Preject-has been foundifeasible:and would: bring great: benefit. to- the
mediate action by the Administration and
Gongress! forsthe: authomzat1dn and Dy tiation of funds toniin i
pro:ject.” :
«;il The ‘Bureau . of Reclamatwn report, .Wh)Ch was completed after-more ’rhan 15
iyears.of .investigation and. study, showsithat the Oahe unit is bothia sound in-
wvestment:for:ithe: federal government andian: economle necessity for the fufure
‘water resource development of South: Dakota. ;

Eventual completion:ef this:Qahe projeet, together #ith the installation .of
irrigation systems onmany actes.of our-South:Dakota:farmland, carries’a tremen-
dous potential for improvement in!the:farm sector ofithe economy. Our organiza-

ry-hopeful that the Oahie unit, when completed, will: provide an: ans
state’s diminishing farm.populatlon and steadily:declining farm-piosperity.
ition:te presently being handicapped by a restrictéd: number of produets
‘which ‘South Daketa: farmers ean' raise under dryland situations; they are £
quently subjected .t vere ‘and sometimes contintied ‘droughts that hme ¢
‘tating effects, both on' the. production:of cash’ crops and livestock

The dev: i 3y of droug > e virtually ‘elimina: rthe: farmer
whe uisés “irrigation: projeets si at supply of ! foed parﬂ ul' ly roughage,
m Iukelv 'to be avallable inthe: i mgate areas: :

as: fi

'the exodu»‘s of faxmeps from the hnd Th

of our towns:and small businessmen ‘because acd

‘South: Dakota: lost 6;000- farms ¢ ng the 1‘)"94%4 peuod for 3 ;
1,200 per year. In-a like period: ted by the 1963 Chll\l
‘Business by the U.S. ] : i

’stftge of the Oahe umt compl ion of ﬂ S
1,700- more«farm: ’pﬂople I addition, ‘a ' 300 peorple would find new op-
portunity in farm service businesses, new. ba51e agucultu;al mdust es, and other
services and activities. With the cities 18 of over-
c¢rowded conditions, it:seems only logucal to develop the rural aleas to open the
gates to new. industries, -higher. income and more employment opportunities to
‘cur‘b the present. trend of migrating inte.the metropolitan areas. Acomdmg to
.the Bureau . report, the Oahe unit will result in a total populs
South Daketa of 14,000 persons. i L
Theé. Bureau report also estimates., ﬂl development of this firgt stage alone
will .bring in nearly $31,5 million.dollars in new wages, profits and investment
earnings. It estimates gross farm income will increase bv $30 milliom;.
, - And certainly, to whatever extentirrigation;strengthens the farm economy
of South Dakota, the non-farm economy will beneﬁt from 1ncreased farm spend-




could increase by more than $71 million dollars, and this inc S !
Zoing to ‘medna biggeritax take fl y /d ‘fédéral- governments-—a: boost in
tax revenueé of somie $6 million: l R - :
+«'When: the: construction of: this j ¢ will
me increase in job ‘opportun: tru 1011 workels plua the VS'OI'L )
that -will no doubt be hired to aid:in levehng land; helping prepare-feeder canals
and:drainage:ditches on: individual: farms. ‘All of thls activity will produce new
jobs for non-farm people in Svomth Dakota.: '

It:is iour hope,’ given prop nomic planning byt our own ‘South Dakota
leaders;thiat tHege job  opport ¢.‘can! continue to:grow . after construction ‘is
completed. If farmers in the potential irrigation area:.should shift
CTOPS sugarbeets: ot productsiof ‘that nature) the more perishable! crops
guireisome processing in ithe :communities where they: are grown:
wuThus the shift in ‘the \a‘grlcultural economy. brought about by-itrrigation" could
produce a variety of new jobs in the ﬁeld O\f procesml sttomng and manwportd-
thon:of i new :commodit; (S

Farmers ‘Unioh, ias welll as other::eiti “:., isials nteresﬁ;ed in“the: potential
this project :offers for developing our hing-in ‘South -Dakots, thus
injecting néw lifeblood into our tourist: dusrn ¥ Whl(,h buno's dbO nincreased
local :demand for farm pwdu('e‘ S service ]()b'\
eonnected with tourism’: il :

In summing up, just let n he "pot ti‘il gain for the anth Paketd
farmer:would beion“two fron itat, diredt ‘dollar boost ‘to the agricultural
producer and the secondary advhitage:to .f‘n’mers which would aéerue’ from
increased:industry:-andijob prospect:; t 1 t
grade our economy and enhance farii i i ! ; !

- In the view ‘of “South: Dakota Farme: i members, the potentiral for eco-
nomic and social benefits inherent ‘in:the ‘Oahe unit far outweigh the estimated
costs. We therefore sincerely urge your favorable consideration of Senate Bill
#6-and that the Senators on:this‘committée take whatever steps necessary and
practical toward: eXpediting the authorization and eventual completion of this
project. ‘

Thank you for givihg ‘me: the opportunity to express these views. "

1

STATEMENT OF ALBERT O HAUFFE PRESIDDNT. SOUTH DAKOTA RURAL ELECTRIC
: Ear: ‘ ‘Assocnmmv ‘ =

mgamzatl n §
three pow . fiitied ) v ;

The matt ere today, Senate Bill 6, a measure which.would
authorize the Seoretmy of the Interior to. cons ct, operate and maintain the
first ‘stage“of the Oahe Unit, is another in a series of steps taken by. South
Dakotans‘in seeking to rea he full development of our state’s water resources.

The importance of stich evelopment can not, in. my,ppinion,. be over empha-
sized, The full development of all our natural and human resources is.a hlghly
desirable goal for all South Dakotans. i ‘

For far too long South Dakota has. been exporting at-an armmg rate ‘her
gredtest resource. . péople, A look at m. census . figures ‘the years 1954,
1959 and 1964 dramatlc y underli fact. In. my home county, MePherson

he 't 104 in 1954 to 779 in 1964.and the
rate of attrition. cont R Jounty, whexe we, are. meet:
ing ‘today, farm numb fell fr A""'.' 1954 1,127 in 1964. In adjacent
Brown County. there were 1,846 farms in 1954. In 1964 there were 1,447. The pic-
ture is'equally dark in virtually all areas of our state:

We are deeply disturbed by these statistics. New opportunities: in llll‘dl areas
are the key 'to meeting .tt ( . d in t rocess they can prevent the:
multlphcatlon of problems thdt’ t our teeming urban centers which are occu-
pying so much of the Nation’s attention today.

..Authorization of the first stage of the Oahe Unit could, in large medsure stem
exodus from South Dakota’s farms to the urban centeu, 11t in_a. more
qtftblhzed agricutlure and the establishment of mahy agri- t;mlnesses, all of which.
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would result in .a fuller ‘and more abundant Iife flor both rural and: urban rem-
dents.

In seeking authorimtmn of the Oahe»Umt South. Dakotans are only in quest of
those benefits set forth in the Flood Control Acts of 1944 and:1946. These Aets,
a8 you well know; foretold .a:-huge: basinwide: project: which 'was.to include: flood
control, power ‘generation, irrigation, navigation and allied beénefits.

In the interests of smech:a. multi-purpose project ‘South Dakotans sacrificed:in
excess of one-half million acres of our most fertile land to mnundation under ‘the
four mainstem reservoirs located within.the state's boundaries.

As Sen. MeGovern: pointed.out -th hig introduction of Senate Bill 6 in the
United States Senate, the loss of those lands representﬁ abou,t $20 mxllion a year
to the people of South Dakota,

How. has the-overall project.:fared to dap Flood control -along the -once
unharnessed Missouri. is, an accomplished fact: Facilities for the generation of
power are producing: at capacity. Navigation of :the lower Missmu' from :Sioux
City, Ia,, to St. Louds, Mo., is assured. .

On the debit side of the ledger, the 1rrigat10n potent‘lal is Stlll largely untazpped
Sueh - development: awaits: aetion by .the Congress of thie United States: ::

Permanent,  stable,; self-supporting: communities -onan irrigated hinterland
offer a steady, ever-expanding market for American industrial ‘goods.

The availability: of water.for irrigation turns.farms away from ome-crop ‘dry-
land. farming to a more stable, intensive cultivation of:special cmps, such as

. vegetables, seeds, alfalfa and sugar beets. .

Strong: support. for awthorization:of the Qahe Unit: by ‘South Dakotans hag
been evidenced.on at least four previous occasions

1..The formation of the Oahe Conservancy: Subdmﬂmet under pr0v1s1ons of
South Dakota law in the general election of 1960. -

2. In January, 1965, when 82.7 percent:of: the Spml\ County landowners and
82.2 percent.-of the Brown County landowners: approved formation of ‘irrigation
districts.

3. In the general election of 1966 when the electorate of the subdistrict granted
contractual guthority to the board..of directors by over a.75 percent maJomtv
and

4. Approval of g concurrent resolution by the. South:Dakota House of Repre-
sentatives last January urging Congressional authorization.

The organization which I represent;the South Dakota Rural Electric Associa-
tion, repeatedly has expressed support of the project authorization. At our 25th
annual meeting:in January it wa$ ‘unanimously' resolvéd that thé' Association
go on record as favoring early authorization of the Oahe Unit by the Congress
of the United States. (Copy of reselution attached)

Similar expressions of support have émanated from the individudl cooperatives
throvugh ‘approval of like resolution§ by their boards of dlrectorb and at annual
membership méetings.

South Dakota’s No. 1 industry is agriculture.” ‘W never we have. a partlal
erop failure there is always some degree of dlsaqter The degree depends upon
the severity of the failure; which' becomes more ‘acute when combined with a
price decline.

There -are a number-of’ Agricultural Experiment Station studies conducted by
South Dakota State University, in addition to the farmers’ own experiences,
that prove the stiabilizing effect of having irmgated land to go with the dryland
in the farm or ranch unit.

The job of Supplying South Dakota’s rural areas with electric power was a
sizable one and-one that the rural’é ric’ cooperatives undertook when only
3.5  percent of the state’s rural populat n was enjoying the bénefits of central
station electric isérvice. Thé degrée to Which ‘the cooperatlves ’accomplwhed this
tremendous job can be geen at'every’ ‘hand, with the coopemtlve 8 now supplylno'
electrie enérgy to over 90 percenit’of the state’s farmq and ranches,’

But the ‘exodus from the land so evident in rece it years and to which I reférred
earlier, has resulted in over 5,000 idlé services, services that w nce used but
dare no longer in’'service. Th other words, Toans’ which had been made to serve
over 5,000 familiés must bé absbrbed in the' ] vmenfts of the existing 76,000
members of rural electric cooperatives, an ¢ ] added burden to the aheadv
hard-preqsed agrlcultural egment of our économy. S

g n and ‘the '&¥e: ‘tu‘ll completion of .the Ga ‘eould well re%ult

%

in a reversal of' this tr nd . thé hooking up of tew consumers, llevi‘itmg
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mg to a more prosperous b
SDREA. firmly believes ‘ ) 3 ral enterpmses are.a balancing
force. in the social and p cture; vm.u tonthe stability; preselva-
s y t . i

and -economie productive: system ;- of . a satisfying Wmld soei ¢
individually.-owned, and. opexated farm -is, ewentxal to the pre ryation and
enrichment: of the, private enterprise systen. i i

On, behalf.of the rural. électric eooperative: 01:‘ South Dakota, I Would like to
thank the members:of this subcommittee for:your valuable. tiine and. for your
-diligent: efforts to.learn:first hand. the. senhment of:! the people-of South: Dakota
concerning Senate Bill 6, .

We consider this project second to none as 1t re]zates to the growth and: develop—
ment of our state and as it may serve: to 1)16%91\76 for South:Dakota,. our mo»t
valuable resource .. ..our peaple. .

‘Your.recommendation for authoriz 10n off the Oahe TTmt to the fall commlttee
and-subsequent faverable action by that body will- assurne’ the people of South
Dakota: that-ithe!elected .representatives: of the people of these United States
are;-indeed vogmzrsmt of the needs of ‘a dummshmg rural populatlon

()AHE IRRIGATION Unir, SDREA A\ UAL MEDTING 1%7. REbOLUTION

Whereas the future economic and soeial bemg of South deot;a depends
upon the development of. the State’s natural reqources, «chief: among which is
water, and. .

Whereas the construction of the Oahe Irrlgatlon Umt w111 ‘make Missouri
River water available for the.irrigation. of:495,000 acres. of land, which in turn
will result in increased and stabilized agnculmral production on lands presently
under cultivation, and

Whereas the increased and stabilized agricultural produchon from irrigated
lands integrated with nearby dryland. will. result:in increased. populatxou em-
ployment  opportunities and . business. activity - -which will be reﬂected in - the
economy of the state, region.and nation ;

Now therefore be it resolved . that the %outh Dakota Rural Electrlc Associa-
tion, consisting of 36 member cooperatives, duly assembled.at its anpual con-
vention in Huron, South Dakota, this 24:day of January, 1967, favors the early
authorization of the Oahe Unit by the Congress of the United States.

STATEMENT OF JoE H. NEUMAYR, ATTORNEY, GETTYSBURG, .S. DAK.

I represént a group of'land owners from "Western Sully County, South Dakota.
It is a voluntary group of land owners who have ‘associated themselves together
to resist‘the formation of the Missouri e Trrigation Distri¢ct in that area.

The first attempt to organize such an irrigation district was commenced with
the filing,; under date 'of April’ 7, 1964, in the offices of thé County Auditors of
Sully and Potter Counties; of ten '(10) “Petltmn for Organization of the Missouri
Slope Trrigation District”, These petitions requested the formation ‘of an'irriga-
tion'district contdining approximately 183,988 acres of land in' Sully and Potter
- Counties, but only about 10,000 acres of the total 133,988 acres were located in
Potter County. It was claimed such proposed irrigation district encompassed all
of the feasible irrigable land 'in the area, and agsuch proposed district contained
lanid in"both Sully and Potter Countles the joint hearing upon such petitions,
and as to whether ‘or not an election should be held for the formation of such
district, was set for May 6, 1964 at the courtroom, in the courthouse, in the
City of Onida, Sully' County, South Dakota. On that date the Boards of County
Commissioners of Sully and Potter Counties, in a joint meeting, voted to reject
the petitions. No appeal was taken from such joint action’ of the Boards of
County Commissioners of Sully and Potter Counties, and no -election was held
‘on thé question ‘of the formation of such district. It is believed that this hearing
and the records in regard to'the same as 'on file in the Auditor’s Office at Omda,
South Dakota, ¢onclusively show that the majority of the land owners in the
district as propwoqed were not in favor of forming such an irrigation district.

On July 6, 1965, petitions were: again submitted for Organization of the
Missouri Slope Irrigation District, a bond, and two letters of incorporation, to




208 OAHE UNIT,” MISSOURI RIVER BASIN ‘PROJECT

‘the  Board of Cotinty Comimissionheis of“Sully County, South Dakota. The district
proposed at that date containéd approximately 58000 aeres of land situated en-
tirely in ‘Sully County, South'Dakota, and rétained practically the same system
of canals ‘as' was proposed in:the ‘prior, lavger, district that contained approxi-
hately 138,988 aéres of land. Two of her items ‘were also immediately apparent
inithis roposed distriet” (a) ‘it had eliminated practically all known objectors
with the result that'it was excessively gerrymandeéred and (b)“it‘included prac-
tically all'non resident owned land which constituted: a-'goodly: ‘pereertage of the
‘total acreage for the obvious reason that such land owners could not vote-in any
election: concerning - the formation' of an' irrigation district because of such a
restriction’in the laws’ of the' State of ‘South D . It is ‘true that the Sully
County Commissioners later did go on record that they would drop .any land
owner from the district that requested it in writing but this did mot cure the
problem:as insufficient notice was given. The proposed district boundaries as
finally established contains-approximately 69,000 acres of .land, part of which
wa admitted by the Sully County Beard of Commissioners without prior certifi-
cation as to irrigability: by the ‘State Engineers Office. The ‘decision of the  Sully
County :Board of Commissioners: establishing: the: proposed district boundaries
and that an election be held has been‘appealed to the Courts. Pending the outcome
of such appeal, the election to establmh the proposed Mlssourl Slope Irrigation
Districetis in abeyance.

Many of the landowners whom we represent are now Wlthout the proposed
distriet. Why, then; ‘are 'they:still ‘Objecting to such a district. Primarily because
the present smaller district has the same proposed -canals as wére pmposed
in the })1‘101' larger, district that epcompassed - all of the' irrigable land in-the

Fh g dous inmipact on the people of the drea and
théir preseiit: methods of farmihg. 'They are, nevertheless, ‘within the confines of
the proposed district and' the canals will’ break up their farms and make’ it éx-
ceedingly difficult and costly to move their equipment from place'to pla This
severance be qomewhart alleviated 'bv condemnatlon awards. but pa t ‘ex-

ect and

em ‘of irrigation that is

(e) Outdated and (ert. dapted f01 u\e m %outh Dakota” w1th
its short'growing S

(b) Inefficient and W‘Nte‘ful of oth water and the land ‘it will take
out of production;

), Too.expensive ;

(d)° Going to break up fair 1y lar ge productive dry land farms being oper-
ated on.a profitable basis.into. smaller-units of very:questionable value to the
economy. if, individually ‘the unit; is unprofitable, : :

2. That the:land ,within : the confipegi.of. t] proposed, irrigation is -as good as
ean be found in. Sully Con ty, %uth Dakota. ani ighl) gductive. The land
is settled .and most .of; 1 iction.as to ownership
should have no apphcatmn here, h restmchon v»as an anti-speculation law
and should. not be a vehicle for land reform of private land holdmgs

3. Irrigation farming is a drastic change fr()m «dry land. farming.. These people
who are;directly involved wouldilike to know more as to t.he‘ftlas‘ib‘ility and. .
-cost. of. .such a project before g into.it. O hey in;, such a program
they hayve no. assurance they can get. out—they: want to.have:the facts. first!!

4. The western part of this area is only a few miles from,the Oahe Reserv:
The most the area.requires upplemental irrigation.  Water could, be ]
underground: from the reservoir with provision to. supply necessary pressure
where sprinkler ems were to- be 'used. ‘Water:consumption and maintenance
would be: less: and :such | system . would: be ‘of much greater value to.the land
owner

B5; They <euou§lv question: that- 160 .acres. of 1r11gated Jand in %ul]v County,

~even.free and clear.of encumbrance; can;support, a: famil] Attention is called to
Bulletin 450, Mav 1955, “50 Years orience. on ;the ‘Belle Fourche Irr:ga’rv(m
Project”. by South: Dakota State College; Brookings; South. Dakota.

6. That rhev realize the meed for. water in: South-Daketa and. are certainly
not again rri ion. . All have done what fhev can: to develop available natural
resources-and . wish  to.;continue: doing: so—~but; they want.a system that will
‘have a reasonable assurance of making a profit and will not break up their
farms.
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‘STATEMENT/0F 'WALTER J. THORES; MAYOR; AND THE OFFIOIAYS OF THE Crry or
FAvrkTON, 'S, DAK, :

‘Thé -City of Faulkton, Faulk County, South: Dakota is a’ municipal corpora-
‘tion located in the area which will be affected, by the early development of
the Oahe Unit, and the said City has passed a resolution on its books requesting
‘the earliest possible completion date for the ‘Oahe Irrigation Unit, The City of
Faulkton issued this' resolution because . the  officials. feel that-the City of
Faulkton will be in need-of the water, for domestic use, which will result from
ithe eompletion of this projeet. .« : . : g !

It is also the feeling of the Mayor and  the City  Council of the: City: of
Faulkton that since the area: surrounding-this municipality is based upon the
primary industry of agriculture -and because of the incongistency in' the amount
-of rainfall in this area, the economy of the City of Faulktonr and the surrounding
community varies greatly with the weather conditions, and it is believed. that
‘the irrigation district in the immediate vicinty ‘of the muncipality -of Faulkton
will greatly enhance the stability and the economy of ‘this area. It will: relieve
‘the deviation and irregularity ‘as to income the farms in this area: will produce,
:and that a constant source of water provided by the Oahe Unit will provide a
cconstant -income and a growing -economy for Faulkton: andits iminediate
vicinity, o :

It is also pointed out that within the next few years, that the growing popu-
lation of the United States and of the world will make it necessary. that the
-agricultural : producing: areas, produce as much: food as possible. in ‘order to
relieve the food: shortage - which now: exists' and ‘will i be an ever increasing
‘problem; It-is therefore felt: that it is for.the welfare of the residents of the
City of Faulkton, the County of Faulk and the-State of South Dakota and they
will -be. greatly benefited by the eompletion: at ithe earliest possible: dateof . the
“Oahe Irrigation Unit; : (B ! :

Therefore it is the request of the City of Faulkton, through its Mayor .and
-duly eleeted officials that the United- States Congress enact legislation that will
‘hasten at the earliest possible date the construetion of the Oahe Irrigation Unit.

“STATEMENT OF CLAYTON SEIBEL, PRESIDENT OF THE MARSHALL CoUNTY FARMERS
UNi10N, KIDDER, S. DaAK.

My name’is Clayton Seibel. I farm near Kidder, South Dakota. I want to
stay. on the farm. And I want my children“and my neighbor’s children to- have
‘an;opportunity.to. stay on the farm if they want to.:I am here today;to present
. statemention behalf of ithe: Marshall County Farmers Union in-support of the
‘Oahe Project. i ; ;

Our county is not included in the first stage autherization under consideration
by your committee, If, ag they say, it will be 10 years after authorization before
‘the;'first water can be placed on:the land in the first unit, it ‘may be many
‘more. years before Marshall County:gets much direct benefit. Many of the people
‘in ‘my organization will not live to-see that. day. But that does not diminish
‘their enthusiastic support of. thiscritically needed project: : j

The surpluses which were an explosive campaign. issue and 1960 and 1964
:are gone. Some-economists fear that our reserves of feed:igrains are insufficient:
‘to weather a, sustained drought. Certainly our:food stoeks are nowhere adequate’
to the task.of, feeding. a hungry world’s people who increase faster than our
-~capability to produce food. Rather than seeking to take land out of production,
even this year. the. Agriculture. Department iwants to- have at.least part.of it
returned: to production,  Our own: Senator MeGovern is perhaps, the nation’s
foremost authority on feeding.a hungry world. Certainly he has been the con-
'science of our society in this area, :; B : st ;

If we look at. the-increased food productivity which Oahe will make: possible
from a global basis, we see. it taking: an increasing importance.. Since the time
«of creation, our. human race has managed to achieve three billion pepulation.
Before the end of the century less than 33 years from now, the population will

to more than . six billion.:In;a world in which three million chi ) di
each year from diseases: induced or.complicated by. malnutrition, it is:a..clear
responsibility on us as.the richest nation.in the world to find ways of increasing

1d: food . production. From a world-wide viewpoint, the approyal and con-
ction of the Oahe Proj As something we can delay no further. .
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STATEMENT. OF CARVIN,; GUY, i PREJIDENT, MARSHALL; COUNTY: NATIONAL "FARMERS
ORGANIZATION:

Mv name is. Ca rvin. Guy. :1: operate a family-sizeifarm neax Veblen, South
! esident of the NFO in. Mayshall.County:: it
ganization: »eply: wornied.about the sick state! of family-tvpe iagri-
oday,: We believe:eollective bargaining at the marketplaice ; S
..our -problems. | 50t D «that ithe irrightion and flood: cont: eaturés of
the:Oahe Pyofect will help:splve-this problem. - . SRR

The prices we receive for our production have dropped 8'per- cent just since
last Augusts The ‘price-we.must pay for preduction items is.up 2-and 3'per cent
in: the same-period. -We are elearly icaught in a cost-price-squeeze. Because. farm

s th: the increased: income: of ‘other: segments
deserting South Dakota at: the rate of 1,500 a
arch: agencies come upw with: more
gper; thistrend could well increase.
. The Marshall .County: NFO: supports; the: Oah PrO]ect asa partlal answer to
stopping this regr: tablajtrend.Thd first staige 3 y le 500 new farms.
The second!stagemighf niean even more new farms. ' .

The Oalie ‘Project also ‘will'mean & greater tax base for the entue 1egion As
property taxes on our farms and homes go up and up, it W111 be weleome relief
to have new wealth in the region; sharing the tax'load: n

‘We-stand itoday on the threshold :of a new agmcultural boom as the popula-
tion.-of : the i world: contmuas to:igrow by deaps and bounds.: Certainly the mere
presenge : of -a growi avket does: 1ot assurethe farmer will ghare in-the in-
ereased - income of: ; Pood land--fiber imarket. ‘We in the NFO -believe quite
stronglythas:the farm'ificome problefmiwill:not be golved until. we gainia ‘'strong
bangainingtposition in:thé market place. We:do hope that this can come: hand-in-
hand with the development Of our economy through the: auwthorization of' the
Oahe Preject. :

We must thin wuslv about inore;asing thie income of ‘the farmer; and about
increasing: our: production of ifeod and fiber both, to'feed’'a hungry world and to
provide for our young people farm. 6pportunities which do not exist today.

We urge your committee to take favorable action on this legislation. Thank
you.

STATEMENT BY WEBSTER ( DAK ), CHAMBER. oF COMMERCE

The mam su-eet of ‘Webster and the economic life of ity peoplé- are dependent
fully andéntirely on the surrounding agricultural area. This is true of every
small town dn South Daketa and probably every:small town in the Great Plains.
This fact makes the Webster Chamber of Commerce acutelv dW"ll'e of ‘the con-
tinuing lossof farms in our ared: ‘

It has:béen’'documented, ‘in every gation project now operating that wide-
spread irrigation not. only . reverses’ tiis trénd of loss of farmé& but turns it

i creasing farms, This has been especiftllv true in the
Columbia RiverBasin Projéet iti'the Pacific Northwest. '

Webster is the trade cetiter of Day County, South' Dakota. We can/document
the nunibet'of farms which have ceased to operate. But equally frighténing, and
going hand in:hand with the less of farms, ig'the loss of retail businesses. Day
County; from ‘1958 through 1968, the" perio( ¢overed by the last U.8. Census of‘
Business, lost 21 retail trade- establishmerits, The dr()p was from 163 to 142,
louy of nelitly ohe-eighth. - '

The fitst stage of the Oahé Unit will -not encompass Day County land. The
second stage will cover only & handful of ‘acresin our county. But we know full
well the need for regional thinking ‘and regional planning in thig'age of modern
highways and fast transportation. A community 1o longer is measured by a day’s
ride by lorsebatk, bt mtist He megsured ih much larger tefms; Therefore we
conclude that the great econontic benéfits of ‘the Oahe Unit, although they may be
a few miles from’ our front door, will have a'great beneficial efféct on our busi-
nesses and our fainilies.

What we are'saying is that if Oahe can be built and authorized, will mean new
dollarg in:the €conomy of our busihess communities—helping to raise the stand-
ard of living for many and providmg‘ new jobs for many others.

In addition to the ‘Sconomic benefits inherént in Hétter yields dand more farms,
the Oahe Unit‘can provide additional fish, wildlife and recreation benefits that
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the people:.of 'Wiebster will wview with’interest:  We ére aware 'of 'the'in
business of lakes-and recreation bediusde of oul proximity to 'the northeHst lake
region. Oahe-will provide four recreation réservoirs and 18 wildlife habitat im-
provement areas, The hunters in ‘Webster and all other like.communities will
benefit.

In short, the busmess and profesnontal people of Webster are on the side of
the: farmer They: know the good.of the:Oahe Project -and are pleased to add thelr
voige to those urging rapid authomzatlon and con»structmn

.. STATEMENT OF .LOREN L. SMITH, PRESIDENT, TRUSTEES OF. THE TOWN oF !
NORTHVILLE, S. DAK.

I, Loren L. Smith, President of the Trustées of the town of Northville, $, Dak.,
:am happy to present a resolution adopted by the board of trustees supporting the
‘Qahe Irrigation District and encourtging its early development ‘and a copy of the
resolution is submitted herewith : s

“EESOLUTION

“Be it resolved by the board of trustees of the town of Northville, 8. Dak., to
.support the Oahe Irrigation District and encourages its early develgpment.”

STATEMENT oF MRs. FRANK WRIGHT, CHAIRMAN, SPINK.COUNTY EXTENSION !
 HOMEMAKERS COUNCIL. -,

Honorable Members of the Sénate Subcommitee, I am Mrs. ¥rank' 9an‘ht At
the present time I'am servmg as cha1rma11 of the qpmk Oounty Extension Home-
.makers Céuncil.

During: the past two or three yéars Qur‘County’ Agent, Ralph Sorengen, has pro-
vided us with information concerning the pr oposed Oahe Irtigation District: how
it wag to be formed, what'dreds Wwould be dffectéd, what effect it ¢ould have on
the economiy of: this drea. One time he 'a us to help gét people to vote on it—

-either'yes-or no—but voté. s

On the basis of the material that had been presented to us we asked the indi-
vidual clubs to send in an indication of whether’ they weré in'favor. of, or opposed
to, the development of the Irrigation District. It is these statements that I am
presenting for your'consideration.

[Enclo%ures]

The Friendly Hour Extension Homemakers Club voted unanimously. in favor
«of the development of the Irrigatmn Distrief. Our meeting was held, a few. days
after one 'of the dirt storms we had this.spring., t of us remember the “dirty
30°%” too .Bo we d ed that anything that wonld, help prevent: a recurrence
.of that ion: woul ¥ 20 _‘the state 'md we are for it. Advantages that
they expect to corthe out ofita i

More: chances for young people to. ﬁnd wo1k S0 we won’t be losing them to
-other parts of the¢ country. .

Not everyone will get “dried. out”, if we do havea dry year

Make Spink-County a nicer:place tolive,

More mdustries will boost the eeconomy.,

Mrs, FrRANK. WRIGHT,
Secreta'ry, ‘ -wndly Hour Eatension H omemakers Clud.

th ‘ Il'.R dﬁe’ld, Sont

ithe power 4nd water resources sub. mittee of the Senate In

Affairg committee. :
We believe the deve opment of’ ‘th 8. project to )

area, state and Nation.

Qﬂairmqh; Chicon yC‘hw 5ﬁ7¢tezg,si on Homemakers Club
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ent Extex;..smm Clubr meeting,: we votéd on: the coming irrigation.
membars . present,..all; felt that South: Dakota: should not pass.up
evel ment IL were very mueh in favor: - i
: : i ARLEN: MITH
»S’ea etm Y, Nm thwl[e E.rtenszon O’lub

i 5% members of the ;G extenslon club, Ahene Lemmer \Iargal et Robeuon
Pauline Gisi, la  Robinson;: Dagmar :Binspahr,  Elaine Roth ‘Marlys Esser,
Karen Boyd niee Rainford, Monna Esser hereby give our support to the O1he
Conservangy Sub District.

‘Frankfort Happy ' Hour (Jlub voted unanimomly (15 'Meémbers)’ in ‘favor of
irrigation.
ndly Neighbors Club voted unanimous (7. mempers) , ;approval of the Oahe
ion Project. . o
“Over half*of ‘the membem (23 membe all) of the Garfield Club voted in
favor 6f irrigation.
Loyal Workers Club voted unammously (27 members) 'in favor of the ‘Oahe Ir-
rigation Project.
ledtter Klub voted two»thlrds (13 membe1s) 111 favor of the Oahe Project.

U.S. SENATE,
“*COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS,
April 6, 1967.
Hon: HENRY: M.} JAOKSON; ' o :
Chairman, Senate Interior and Insular Affaqrs (*ommzttc
U.S. bemte Washmgtcm D.C.

DEAR . QENATOR Jackson: It is a pleasure for me to enclose a copy of a 1esolu-
tion adopted by the North Dakota State Water Commission urging favorable ac:
tion on the legislation pending before your Committee to authorize the 1n1t1a1 umt
of the Odhe Irn«ratwn Project.

like to associate myself vmth the v1ew< e\premed in:thi
Ie gislation will be enacted .during the .current

L1 request ‘that this resolutlon be made a part of any h

gation''devel opment @ : Ce
part of the Missouri River Basin Project in the [ 1ol Act ¢ 5 and
leadl’ proposed législation pefiding’ ih' ¢ gress 7 and 1163, and
8. 6—would authorize the Secret: f tl ; C operate, and
maintain . . . the first §tage’ of e o divis uri River
Basin pro.]eet South Dakota, for the principal p S O a. sl rface
irrigation water supply for, approximate'ly 190 000 acres’of land, fulméhlng water
for muni(rlpal and‘fndustrial uses, controlhng floods, enhancmo the generation
Owet, conigerving ‘and developing Hish' and wildife regources, and enhancing
outdoor recreation pportumtles, and o purposes” ; and .. .
it and legiglatiy Sures has deveﬁoped throgh
estiga ‘ “Burea . Reclamation, ‘South
" ¢ g tion, “and’ ‘ ; ts and ‘all have
the unit 0" engineerihg ¥ sound “and economically feasmle, and
a development that will bring' many benefits to South D‘ikota, the region, and
the' Nation' hr’ ngh' thé' balanced and stabilized econdmy in the area and other
benefits which i provide’; and
Tl kota 45 the upstream border state has a common interest
the regional économy of the two-state area ;
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+Now, therefore, be.it pesolved.by. the Nort ;Dakota Btate, Water Commission,
meetmg in’ regular; session (i e State. C ) rok, :North
Dakota, March 23, 1967, that it strongly: favers, and supports th
unit, initial; stage, development and “does, hereby ' most  respectfully; urge the
Congress to consider and take.favorable action; upon /the gforesaid; i legislative
bills at the earliest-practicable date; and

asolved that ‘the Secretary be and he is hereby. directed to
transmit a copy of ‘this Resolution te-the-Honorable Nils A. Boe, Governor of
South Dakota; ‘Senators Karl E. Mundt, George McGovern, Milton R. Young,
and Quentin N.:Burdick, and U.S. Representatives E. Y. Berry, Ben Reifel, Mark
Andrews, and Thomas 8. Kleppe ; Honorable Stewart: L.: Udall, Secretary, Honor-
able Kenneth Holum, Assistant Secretary for Water and Power ‘and:Honorable
Floyd: B. Dominy, OOmmlssioner Buzeau .of, Reclamatlon, Department of. the
Interior. ¢ .

For the North Dakota State Water Commlsswn i RETERe
Gaov, WILLIAM L, GUY, i
; Ohairman.
+Attest :,

" MiLo W. HoISVEEN, .
C‘hwf Engmeer-Sem etar: y, State Engmeel

' U S. SENATE
COM MITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS,
: ‘ Apr»l 17, 196"
Hon. HENRY M. JACKSON, o
Chairman, Senate: Interi nd Insu lar-Affairs C’ onma ttee,
U.S. Senate, Wa/shmyton (0 T

DEAR SENATOR JACKSON: Encloséd iy 4 ‘resolution adopted by the Board of
Directors of the Garrison Di ion Conservancy District of North Dako6ta sup-
porting the prompt approval of Senate Biil 6 which would authorize the con-
struction of the fir: p'of the Odhe Irr)gation Unit'in Sputh Dakota.
© I 'would like to"assogiate myself with the viéws expressed in thi§*Fesohution.
I sincerely hope that it will be possmle for th1s leg'xshtlon to be acte_d_ upon“during
the current session of COngres o Tt

‘With'warmest personal rega

Smcerelv, ‘

i [Enclosure] oh
i - RESOLU

(: Resoluuon urgmg' Congmess to authouze th
project,  adopted by board of dlrectors
tmct Apml‘ 1967 ) P

aated by the Bureau of Reclamatxon and has been determined to
ingly s\o'u”,nd d econonncallv feasible multiple: purpose water res
¢ ‘manhy benefits to the projéct area, the State of ‘South Dakota the
g Mldwesrt and the Nation, and
tion through the Oahe Unit will partially
enced because of the inundation’ of about
uri River main-gtem reservoirs; and .
7 and H R. 1163

an ervancy Sub-distric
ment of the: Oahe’' Unit and: verc“beetfully uyges
tion of the initial stage-of (

forth in‘the bills listéd hier
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§ Board of DiFéétors’ of the Garmson ]
‘Distﬂet thie Bl ddy of April, 1967, b "
VERNON: S‘Goomn :
8 W@ta’r’@kM anagor.

Apml 18, 1967%:
Senatm Crizron P, ANM:RSON of New Me\mo, ; A
Washingtdan, D

DeaAr-BiRsT have qeen your name uséd -dﬂ’ﬁevent’ s #1 el nneévtion with the
Oahe irrigation District, so thought I should give you a little of the othei* side;
rather than the side of the pronioters; spedulators, and bureateraty.

When' they first stdrted’/Helding propaganda meetings a few years ago on the
proposed ]h‘OJeCt they told us it was entirely up to the land owners—if the
majority was in favor, they would try to get it, if the majority was oppbfsed it
would beé: droppeﬂ -agit-would take: local approval,

The landowners twice Has indicited thely'don’t want irrigation as it is trym«r
to be pushed in by the bureau. When.they see, the second time waspn’t going to
work, they sent in a lawyer to try to bulldoze it in, so at this time the Misouri
Slope of the Oahe project i in the counts.

The original ;project was, I believe; all in 4 or 5 townships, now in order to
maintain their claimed acres, thé Missouri Slope is scattered. oyer 16: townsh;lp@

As I understand it the.:19,000:A. .of Brown. apd. Spink. Counties- that 1s im
Congress at this time, that their first try, it only carmied ] y
0 they done kind of like Hltlel‘, they eljminated the oppos
ones thal was oppo od; And th Jai
like 86%. it uld rath

Congres& e i

We've heard ahd read about conse ,
for the Oahe project. It calls for 2,336 miles Of cana %
ditches; ‘also 14,000 miles of ‘closed drains, 8 dams, 3 Tesel s

. And algg; I¢ have the proposed fish and wildlife acri

pvojecb—their ures aré 57,740 acres ‘of which a lot"of that is to ‘he;q: )
marsh lands. I wouldn’t have any. idea:. how: much- water would be lost thru
evaporation in that sort of a project, but I do have an article that says the
Butte Ce. 8. Dak.stoek pomdsleore enongh water to supply Sioux: Falls, 8. D‘ak .
with water:for.2 anda; half years! 3

If you are aware of the court action that took place in Mo-nt in 1951 your:. ‘are
probably aware that the Bureay didn’t hsa_ve much luck makmg their: ﬂgures they
used, statid up in'court. a ' ‘

Yours truly, '

. _DONALD G. MARTI,

JOUNTY COURTHOUSE,
V8. Dak.; Aprit 2j, 1967,
*lor aud Trsular J
From: Pollock-Herreid Irrigatio Board——Leslie Heisler Chdirman; Myron
Johnson; Vice-(}hairman Lawrence Brandner, Member; Leslie Knudson;
Treasurer; Karl Mitzel, Assessor ;.. Martinez Senftner, Secretary; Michael
Madden, Assistant Secretary

Weare hrghly in. ﬂavor of-the deve;opment of the Oahp Irmgation Projecti Our
people have shoaved great. interest in the development of: frrigation:in the Oahe
Canservancy Subdistrict. . .

Pifty-eight farmers made a bws t(mr to. the Belle Fexumhe and Angvosmra Irriga-
tion Distriets.

Forty-two (Jamp'bell County people attended the ’\Iational Reelamation Meeting
at Albuguerque, New Mexico in 1966,

Excellent. int t-has been shown i uand Gounty Iwigatmn Educational
Meetings,., . ...

Our people are interested because the development of Ilrigatmn will glve our
whole State and Area an excellent chance to improveour Eeonomy and Valuation,
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The new jobs and more opportunities that will' be created thmugh Irrigation
will give the young people many opportunities that do not exist at the present
time,

Campbell County people are working with the > Conservancy Subdistrict
and the Brown:and Spink County Irri io1 istricts for the development of our
area and the State of South Dakota.

We are most happy to endorse the Oahe Project and hope that the Senate
Interior and Insular Affairs Committee will take favorable action on this most
important project.

Sincerely yours, L : U
PorrLo¢k-HERRETD " TRRIGATION ‘BOARD.
Lesiic HEISLER,
: W Chairman.

HERREID Si DAK i)

('t. upnnu C reLk Watershed and
believe that all Water R
Developments tha servancy Subdistricet will 11141\0 0111
area and th
the ()ahe
duni“last- Noveémber ‘~th election, In voting for th]s T€
they have endmsed the Oahe Project and other small 1

'I‘h is b
bem o 7 con

89 and all durmg"hat “peuod
we behe ea 1oJect of th d

has' been '
t of our

fhe ¢ mple‘aon of “this
inéredse’ by 'five-fold.
We urge your favorable conl$
Yours very truly,
A Y T JURTIS B. MATEER,
Eaxecutive Vice President.

‘ _ ‘ Ciry OFVPIERRE,
‘ S : R "_' . terre, S.-Dak., April 28, 1967.

To the Oahe ir; 1gat10n plOJeCt hearing .. Redfield, S. Dak.:

Speaking for the Cltv of Pierre, I would like to go on record as supporting the
Oahe Img‘ttwn Project now being considered by Congle 2

Pierre is located in an area where the economical returns are now 65% from
agriculture and 35%. from the city itself. This city revenue was due to the large
employment of the state and federal officials in the city. But, in turn, with most

83-182—67——15
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state employees coming from rural areas, agriculture may make up 909% of the
revenue.

The ‘introduction of water to the lands of South Dakota will in turn, increase
the revenue from the land by 3 to 5 times. This, in turn, ihcreases the income of
individual farmers-and ranchers and. this money will be spent in the State of
South Dakota. As long as the proposed area is near, Pierre .can expect a more
stabilized year by year economy. The City of Pierre is:in favor of the present
legislation to ﬂnally irrigate 500,000 acres in South Dakota.

Pierre, being in a livestock ‘area, we feel the irrigation prO]ect will stabilize
the feed supply-due to drought, and the livestock man will not have to dispose of
his herds in drought areas and build up.the herd in years of plenty This develops
a more even flow of productions and he is not a victim of low prices in times of
drought and high prices at the time of recovery from severe conditions.

’l‘he cash grain farmer can also be meore sure of his returns from labor and will
be.able to make plans:for the future by this stabilized economy.

The water:supply here in the City of Pierre is excellent and we doubt that the
need will arise that the City of Pierre will be demanding more water from this
installation as other :cities of South ‘Dakota will be doing. But, the city is' con-
cerned about:the: stability:wof agriculture in our area and its treasured farmers
and ranchers, ;i

Your favorable consideration of this project is respectfully requested.

Sincerely,
GODFREY ROBERTS, Jr.,
Mayor.

PIERRE CHAMBER .OF COMMERCE,
. . : Pierre, 8. Dak.
Subject : Oahe'irrigation,
Senator HENRY M. JAOKSON,
Ohairman, Senate Interior and Insular Affairs Committee:

The members of the Pierre Chamber of Commerce fully support the first phase
construction of the Oahe Irrigation Project. We feel ‘that there is a great need
for this project. It is our hope and the hope of the land owners in the counties
living along-the. proposed  Pierre -canal that these facilities be designed and
operated so as to provide water throughout the entire irrigation season. Approxi-
mately 80, farmers in this area have signed up indicating their interest in getting
water for irrigation. Hughes and Sully County land is marginal. Average rainfall
is 16 inghes per -year, 12:0f:'which occurs during the growing season. Neither
county: has ever produced: a%full crop. Soils in the area are fertile and could
produce feed stuff on a stable annual:basis with the advent. of irrigation, This
will increase the tonnage of livestock produced in the area. The net effect would
be to stabilize the livestock industry in'this area and to stabilize the tax base.
The availability of water, he potential that it would create, and. the sale of
it would"do much for the small communities in this particular area which
are alniost totally dependent upOn, agriculture .

Further 4 younger generation of farmers is appearing, anxious:to adopt new
production t chmques, to stay on the land, -and to maintain the family farm.
The afféct’ S ild be to blhze the populatlon of.this area.

} se i this area. is devoted to the raising of wheat
whiéh is''a partic arly 1 1§ frequently destroyed by drought. The
ayailability’ o tion would permit the conversion, to. many of :the more
“sophisticated f hlghe;' value, P ovlding \yet_another boost to. the general
economy: For’these reasons we urge the initiation of phase ‘one .of the Oahe
Irrigation Project as soon as it is possible to undertake, ‘

Respectfully submitted, '

PIERRE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
JorN H. HIPPLE,

President.

~HueHES AND SULLY CoOUNTY LANDOWNERS,
AN . P,. SORENSON, b : T
GtafeR presentatwe, Hughes, tanley o ,‘7' Sully.Counties.

[
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MELLETTE, S. DAK.,
May 22, 1967.

GENTLEMEN : Those who vote on this project should first state the location of
their farm and be one of those who sign tthe contract for the water when it comes,
in other words be directly concerned with paying for this water, ete.

There were reports on Radio and T.V. by an engineer that there was oil seepage
from the Cheyenne River which when put on the land year after year would form
a petrolithic pavement of our farm land. This oil was found in all six dams which
would be unsuitable for vegetation and poisonous for plant and animal ljfe.

Why is. irrigation necessary where we are now forced to-hold land.out of
production because there is no market for the product? You know that irrigation
is doomed to failure when there is no market for that, product. If the products
are to be given away who will pay for the cost of all this? With livestock, wheat
and milk all selling far below parity even now there is no chance of getting even
a fair price for any further increase.

Water is not a cureall because all these small towns will go down: the ‘drain.
As'it is now the water is forced on our land upstream: for the use of Huron and
the Fish and wildlife and they :are not even -capable to handle the pheasaits.
Why pretend to fight for Democracy in Vietnam when we don’t have it here at
home???

PAUL A. PETERSON,
Farmer, Spink County.

Ciry oF CONDE,
‘ Conde, 8. Dak., April 22, 1967.
Mr. RAYMOND GALLAGHER,
Attorney, General Council of Oahe Conservancy:

I, Robert L. Taylor, Mayor of Conde, South Dakota, am happy to announce
that I and the Council are very much in favor of and supporting the “Oahe
Irrigation District” and encouraging-its-early development. i

CoNDE C1iTY COUNCIL,
E. M. PENCE, Clerk.

Kiwanis CLuB oF 'WEBSTER, S. DAK.,
T May 2, 1967.
SUBOOMMITTEE :0N': OAHE IRRIGATION ‘UNIT,
Redfield,; 8. Dak.

DEAR Sirs: Agriculture and Conservation Committee of the Webster Kiwanis
Club and the Kiwanis Club of Webster as a whole, are whole-heartedly in favor
of seeing the Oahe Irrigation Project started and completed at the earliest pos-
sible time.

As Kiwanians we have “We Build” as our motto. Wé feel the Oahe Iirigation
Project will do much for the building of the future of South Dakota.

Sincerely yours, ‘
ERNEST CHRISTENSEN, .
a Kiwanis President.
GLENN ‘W. PHILLIPS,
Kiwanis Secretary.
' NorMAN KUECKER,
Agriculture and Oonsérvation Chairnan.

Hypin' COUNTY “WATER DEVELOPMENT 'COMMITTEE, OAHE  IRRIGATION ~HEARING,
PR o . REDFIELD, 8. DAR. 000w b it

To Whom', It May-Concern:

The Hyde County Water Development Committee hereiby wishes to bé placed
on record as being in favor of ‘the devélopment of the Oahe Trrigation Project
at an early.date. , .,

i
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VOTING RECORD

The land owners of Hyde County at the November General Ele n in-1960
voted 899 in favor of the formation of the Oahe Congervancy Sub-District.

November 8, 1966 the land owners of Hyde County voted 81%. in favor of
Contract Authority for the Oahe Conservancy Sub-District.

' NEEDS -SURVEY

. ‘Land ownets in Hyde County owning land located near proposed Oahe Project,
Highmore Canal System, in a survey’ conducted in June 1964 indicated ‘they
would use ‘frrightion water if available'to’ ifrigate ¥ acres;’ and' also could
ke 480 ‘acte feet of water'for''stock ‘dain recharge. RS ‘

! FEED ' SUPPLIER |

.. With the:exceptioniof -irrigation: ofla ted near-the: Highmore
benefits: to 'the county: of ‘Hyde wilk be:in! th g benefi goTy iy

. The production’of beef, mdinly;cow: ca i ered:;

three yeais out: of ten in Hyd 3 ithrthe formation and! operation:of;
Oahe Irrigation Unit, feed supplies, mainly corn and alfalfa, will be‘ih good
supply for-droughtyears.ih Hyde County.

The eonstruction .of :the Oahe Trrigation Unit will stabilize the agricultural
economy of the unit, and the State of~S8outh Dakota.

Empl Nt 'ih the’area will be stabilized. A greater number of young
wishing to enter fayming; will be accommodated by the constr on of the:
Irrigation Unit. ;

South Dakota the

ilk- ¢ >
: 'We hear con e ih reg b
in the near future. h,an-early target dat
tion-Unit a. penti this crisis could be avoided.

The Hyde County Water Development--Committee strongly recommends the

construction of the Oahe Irrigation Unit.
+Blmer: P.:: Faulstieh, : Chairma Wm. Schuette, Everett Ellerton,
ni’ Lieigh Straight, Lawrence Stoley. F. U. Straight, D. E. Flynn,
Clarence Bushl, Jalmer: Eldok R. Ji:Very, James Olson.

ANCY SUBDISTRIC
{ v, 8. Dak., May 15
WATER AND P0 : o
Sendte Insul AN, ‘ ‘

GENTLEMEN: M ame is Id Glassgow and I am the Manage re
of the Black Hills Conservancy Sub-District was created by vote of the people
of Pennington and Meade Counties of South Dakota in the General Elec-
tion of 1964 epending .on ‘the: election. district the people voted by a majority
of 62.to.718%: for ub-District through which to work for water conservation.

We are very, pleaged, to. see the progr in: the Oahe Conservancy Sub-Distriet
areg and y ta lend, qur ole rted support. Knowing that it will be many
years at the earliest before a gigantic project like this becomes.a reality we would
urge that everything possible be done.to.expedite the completion of the Oahe
Irrigation Unit.

|, Our Sub-Distriet is the:only Sub:District west of the:Misseuriiin South'Dakota
and our basic region for plannin the: Upper:Qheyenne River Basin, Within this
area is the Belle Fourche Irrigation Project and the Angostora [ j
ect. Although, there b ansi
in our area
irrigation | . R .

We feel, first and foremost, that we as Americans have a humanitarian re-
sponsibility to the rest of the world to use our resources in the wisest possible
manner. Authorities predict with alarming clarity that the pressure on world
food supplies will be inadequate meet the needs of our expanding world popula-
tion. Our American philosophy and way of life is based on concern for the indi-

vidual whoever and wherever he may be. The completion of the total project with
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nearly: one.half million acres ung irrigation to. expand. .our: food producing

capabilities . will :be a major step.. vard ‘to meet. our American humanitarian

1ee4pons1b111tles :

.. Decond, we feel it is an dppl te.inv stment of Federal funds; Our etate is

pfut of “Am s Breadbasket” that has given;our.people to;highest, quality

and Towest priced food of any civilization at any. time..If our people.are to con-

tinue to enyoy these advantages then this pr >t should be rushed to.completion,

Other areas,. inc uding the great, population. ¢enters, look to. our u sparsely

~ettled xegion for food and ik nd if: we 0 provide it then any'investment

ied and will be amply.repaid.

head in order. to use South

a.- A number of factors has

s of 'our ‘State and if we: are. te keep pace

“ th the L\pandlng economies of the rest  of ; states. Nowhere else; in the

country can this Missouiri River water be put t etter use than on South Dakota

land that fr equentlv lacks ¢ adequnte water to reach its full potential.-
unmimary, it is 4 g 0

Sub-District that the Oahe 1111 gation Unit be given. authorization for ¢

tion at the earlie possible date o xeahze maximum benefits, for our nation and

Respectful]y submitted, ety
... Ep GLAssGow,
Manager-Treasurer.

CRESBARD SPORTSMEN’S. CLUB,
: W Oresbard, S, Dak., May 22, 196%.
Senator Georare McGOVERN, )
Senator QUENTIN N. BURDICK
Senator FRANK Moss :

The Cr esbard Spmtiman Club which is aﬁ‘ihated with the South Dakota W 11d-
life Federation is concerned with and has taken an.active:part with all com-
munity and conservation issues within its own community and the State of Sovuth
Dakota. Its members have been active and constructive.in .the -formation and
planning of the Oalie Conserving.sub, district and the Oaheirrigation unit. It
has assisted in the research and planning of all water uses. including fish, wild-
life and recreation. It has proposed various possibilities of water uses after care-
ful research and a number of the proposals have been included in the first. phase
planning of the Oahe Irrigation Unit. The Cresbard Sportsman Club has dili-
gently 'worked for and unanimously PO the Oahe Irrigation Unit.

Research was conduc hiu South Dakota Game Fish and Parks and Burean
of ‘Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. ‘Missouri Basin, Study. Group, Bismark, North
Dakota for proposils for sub- lmpoundmentb on the pmposed Cresbard Resel voir
and Scatterwood Lake, . . :

The Cresbard Sportsman (‘Iub has felt that the construetion of ();1he (‘ N~
servancy Sub-District was justified:as an‘economic replacement to. the State
of South Dakc T of the annual production. of. the ‘many thousands
of acres flooded 'by. the 4 Reservoirs, on, the Missouri: River and feel that its
construction is a vital necessl 'y to the weltare of the general publie present and
future.

Attached are three copies of resolutions adopted by Cresbard Sportsman Club
on:May 14, 19 ;

Rexpec tively yours, :
‘ ‘ HERMAN BITTNER,
L : President.
[Eneclosures] ‘

Subject : Scatterwood Lake atea:

The Cresbard Sportsman’s €lub, Cresbard South Dqkota reﬁpectfully gubmits
the following resolution on the Scatterwood Ldke Area :

Whereas, residents within the Scatterwood Lake area are in dire need of more
recreation, , and wild life, and .

Wheéreas, the Scatterwood Lake 1tself gwen an adequate reliable water supply,
has proved to. be one of our most productive fish “and wild life areas within
the state, and

\Vhereas the proposed Oahe unit can pr0v1dc the only presently known ade-
quate or rehable source of water, 3

83-182—67——16
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Therefore be it resolved by the Cresbard Sportsman’s Club affiliated with the
South Dakota Wildlife  Federation that 'we irequest the Board of Directors of
~.the Oahe Conservancy Sub Districet in-cooperdtion ‘with-all involved governmental
Aagencies’ make eveéry 'effort ‘to 'supply the ‘Sédtterwood ILake ‘area with such
needed water and all other hecessary recreational construction in a manner which
will assure residents, rural and urban glike, the greatest available benefits the
areacan provide; and ; i ‘
Be it further resolved by the Gresbard Sportsman’s Club that copies of the
resolution be ‘presented to the following interested or associated groups:
Board of Directors, Oahe Sub District.
Department of State Gaine, Fish, and Parks of the State of South Dakota,
Department of Sports, Fisheries and Wildlife, Missouri Basin Study, Bis-
mark, North Dakota. ‘. .
Bureau of Reclamation, $tate of South Dakota, Headquarters: Huron, S.
Dak. : aite ' .
Brown ' County Sportsman’s ‘Club, Aberdeen, South Dakoth (% Chtick
Branson, Branson Culbert Company).’
Ipswich 8portsman’s Club; Ipswich, South Dakota.

The- @resbard Sportsman’s Club of Cresbard, South Dakota, asks the above
méntioned groups to support this resolution and send it 'to the Board of Directors
of the Oahe Conseryancy Sub District, % Fred Holscher, Faulkton, South Dakota,
thus urging that all groups present a united front to make this project a reality.

Subject : Sub-impoundments on the proposed Cresbard Reservoir.

The - Cresbard Sportsman’s. Club, Cresbard, South Dakota, respectfully sub-
mits' the following reselutions on the sub-impoundments on the proposed, Cres-
bard Reservoir: ; s

Whereas; the counties of Faulk and Edmunds will Tose approximately 3000
acres of wildlife habitat by the copstruction of the proposed Cresbard Reser-
voir, thé afore-mentioned ‘acreage being some of the finest and most productive
wildlife habitat in'thetwo’counties ; and o
‘- Whereas, this loss of ‘wildlife' habitat has a direct effect on local ecoriomy be-
cause of- the commercial value of local wildlife which has increased steadily
under local sporisorship of out-of-state hunters ; and

Whereas 16 ’stable’ water level is indicated to be possible on such regulatory
reservoiryand’ o oo o ; : ' : i .

Whereas d'sub-impoundment to the!'West of the dam:site area herein referred
to'as the Paul Creeks, which are undéfstudy at the present time by the Depart-
ment of Sport, Fighries, and Wildlife, in charge of Missouri Basin Studies, ‘(such
sub-impoundments fpresent -t hly ‘possibility now known for a stable Fish,
Recreation, and Patks installation) ; and Shal ‘ ,

. "Whereas  such 'sub-impoundment’ would ‘not ¢reate’ additional take-areas or
create any additional problems for the surrounding land owners.

‘Therefore be it tesolved by the Gresbard Sportsman’s’ Clih, Cresbard, South
Dakota, that we request the Board 6f Direétors of thie Oahe Conservancy Sub-
District in cooperation with all involved governmental agencies that such sub-
impoundments b€ added to the initial Oahe Construction Project, thereby serving
the needs of the area Wwith -a more stable, year-round and permanent recreational

* facilities.

Be it further resolved. that.¢opies of this Resolution be mailed to the following
groups: o ‘ o
Board of Directors, Oahe Sub District (¢/o Fred Holscher, Faulkton,
S.Dak.). i :
““Bureau of Reclamation, State of South Dakota (Headquarters, Huron,
S. Dak.). ¢
State Game, Fish, and Parks Department, Pierre, South Dakota.
Ipswich Sportsman Club, (c/o Everett Williams, Ipswich, South Dakota).
Department -of ‘8port,- Fisheries, and ‘Wildlife, Missori Basin Studies, Bis-
mark, North Dakota. ° . >
The Cresbard Sportsman’s Club, Cresbard, South ‘Dakota, asks the above
mentionéd groups to support this resohition and ‘send it to the Board of Directors
of the-Oahe Conservaney' Sub District,-c/o Fréed Holscher, Faulkton; South Da-
kota, thus urging that all groups present a united front to thake this project a
reality, ‘
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Subject : Stable Water Level in Proposed Cresbard Reseryoir.

The: Cresbard Sportsman’s Club, Cresbard, South Dakota, respectfully. subnnts
the following resolution on the Stable Water Level in Proposed Cresbard Reser—
voir :

Whereas, residents of Faulk County will lose thousands of acres of taxable land
to the c¢onstruction of the proposed Faulkton Canal, Cresbard Reservoir, Cresbard
Dam, and Cresbard Canal ;

‘Whereas, the county is entitled to construction or remuneration for these
losses;and

Whereas, residents along or near the proposed Cresbard Reservoir have ex-
pressed the desire and need to move water from the proposed Cresbard Resevoir
for irrigation and other water uses; and

Whereas, the need for removing such water and the increasing need for recrea-
tion cannot be served by a long period of low water level in the proposed Cres-
‘bard Reservoir;

Therefore be it resolved by the Cresbard Sportsman’s Club that we reduest the
Board of Directors of the Oahe Conservancy Sub District in cooperation with all
involved governmental agencies that. the proposed Cresbard Reservoir be stabi-
lized at all times at a desirable level with all due consideration being given to
the fact-that dumng heavy water ugage in the irrigation districts we can antxcipate
some reduction in:the. water level, but that after such periods, the reservoir
be refilled to a desirable level so as to offer the greatest amount of benefits to
the largest possible groups of water users.

Be it further resolved that copies of this resolution be mailed to the following
groups:

Board of Directors, Oahe Sub, District (¢/o Fred Holscher, Faulkton, South
D‘alsota )

Bureau. of Reclamatlon, State' of South Dakota . (Headquarters, Huron,
South Dakota).

The Faulk County Steering Committee (c¢/o Royce Robers, Clesbard South
Dakota).

The Faulk County Water Users Association (c/o Royce Robers, Cresbard,
South Dakota).

The Cresbard Sportsman’s; Club, Cresbard, South Dakota, asks the above men-
tioned groups to support this resolution and send it to the Board of Directors
of the.Oahe Gonservancy Sub District, ¢/o Fred Holscher, Faulkton, South Da-
kota, thus urging that all groups present a united front to make this pro;]ec’c a
reality, :

MetLLETTE, S. DAK,

~ WATER AND POoWER RESOURCES SUBCOMMITTEE : In the Minneapolis Star.of Au-
gust 12th the Chicago & Northwestern Railway Company made this announcement
from the research department :'One of the greatest artesian ground -water systems
ig beneath central ‘South Dakota. The system comprises four giant “rivers”
flowing eastward up to a mile below the surface. To those who desire irrigation
by sprinkling-this should be available without the present study and expense,
_:!'South- Dakota has only three months of growing .season, not twelve,.and
limited crops.. The farmers. have complied when given “wheat acreage, allot-
ments.” They also have been paid to go into the soil bank to reduce the sunplus,
and the Reclamation Bureau urges us to grow more by.'an overwhelming burden
-of debt which. the farmers of the Anti-Oahe Irrigation district cannot and do
1‘170 1;msh to ‘assume through their project of irrigation aloiig the James River

alley

Would: you call it a consistant or helpful program, Mr, and Mrs. Taxpayer?
You should approve a group who.have protested by petition and verbally against
farming by irrigation as proposed by the Bureau of Reclamation.

It is not a matter of what they do for us, but ‘what it will do to us and every
Amemcan Tax ‘Payer today that counts.

A SPECIAL ADDITION TO THE REOLAMATION BUREAU

The farmer who-owns and has paid h1s taxes on the farm deserves to know
“the:truthabout the real cost of 1rr1gat10n

A single man or woman owning a farm can have 160 acres, if they ‘want
irrigation. The rest of the irrigable acres can 'be held for 10 years and then be
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appraised and sold t0''the highest | brdder. The owner if ‘he bids higher will be
allowed to buy his own property back {
Not' many know thig"little gitomick tied up w1t11 this huge project.
FLORENCE CADY,
~Farmowner.

LAKE BYrRoN IMPROVEMENT AND PRO’I‘DCTIVE Aqsocmfrzo i
Huron, 8. Dak., May:8; 1‘)("7

SENATE SUBCOMMIITEE FOR WATER AND) 0WER RESOURCES,

Redfleld, 8. Dok. o

.. HoNORABLE. 'SENATORS: The Directors of the TLake Bvron Tmmm ement and
Protective. Associa thei

Oahe Irrigation Pro 0 ;

project in.a resolution -transmitted to the Directors’ of the Oahe Conservancy
Sub-District on January 11,1966, . .

.Lake Byron iy presently. the best ayailable: water- based récreatién sité in'the
Huron vicinity. The. 150 cottage owners, their families, plug some 30, OOO othel
visitors each year, enJov th 1lab1e recreahon oppmtunl es.

ake Byron is scheduled to'be ap. integra 't ‘of 'the 'Oahe Project. To 'date,
‘alternate plans -are being comldered for storagé of irrigation waters and
flood waters at this location. The alternate a dam at the site locally ‘known
as the “Hogsback’” is. the.plan recommernded by our Association and favored by
users of Lakeé Byron. The plan would protect enhance and inciease the 1ecz'eahon
base. for a sizeable portion:of the population in Central ‘South Dakota.

iOur Association is aware of the many bene ‘that can result from this proj
We. favor. the Oahe Irrigation Project but are hopeful that the final plans for
Lake Bvron will prowde benefits Tor thé maximum number of people.

. Very truly yours,
L. ARDWAY BENNEIT,
Plcezd(’nt

ER .TAMES CONSERVANCY PIsSTRICT,
tehell, 8. Dak:

: The Directord of the Lower J ames Co ¢ ancy %ub-DiQtrlct wish to express
‘our firm stipport for the'Oahe Irrigati it
The Lower James Conservancy Sub-District consists of 614 counties—ocreated
by:vote of the electorate in 1962. :
(1) The Lowe J’ime@ Congervancy Sub-District represents 14 of the (hamage
area of the James River in South Dakota. ‘
(2) Its members are v1‘ca11y interested in the upper area of the James River.
(3) We believe the ‘authorization and é tion  of the Oalie’ Irrigation
Project will be a tremendous advantage to the ééonomy of the entire state of
South Dakota. .. : SR
. (4) It will be'’ in the control of floods in the Lower Jame$ area,
(5) It will provide additio: water to the Lower Jamey Conservancy Sub-
" District for irrigation ahd municipal use. ‘
7 (6) Wewish to urge stipportiof the Qahe Conservancy Sub-District, X
© (7). We'have a .good deal of. good land in- the Lo ‘James onservanvy
Sub-District, and with the Oahe project we ho~pe to' exténd 'irrigation iii our
area.

; . 8oUTH DAKOTA ‘%TATn GRA’\GE
GENTLEMEN OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE COMMPTTER ¢

The South Dakota. State Grange believes, that. the dev: elopment of the-Oahe
District irrigation system should ‘be given favorable consideration by your
committee for several reasons. First, to further the economic growth .of the
State itself and rebain jts farm population.

A report prepared by the State resources and- planning council at the Uni-
versity of South Dakota tells us:that the State iy not a rich:one because it has
to depend so much on Agmculture along with whelesale andfx‘et,nl trades-and
‘gervices;

i The: report 'states’ that South Dakotas low: p@r capith income, $1,879 in 1964,
one of the lowest in the Nation, arises from the heavy dependence on farming,
gervices and trade, yet acc‘oupts for 719%: of-all employment in the State.
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The Columbia Basin irrigation project in Washington State, had 608 farms
in 1949. Now. there are well over 2500 farms, as nearly a half million" acres
have been developed for irrigation, We believe the Oahe District, in comparison;
can equal this figure. Adding millions of dollars in -income yearly for the

. State,of South Dakota and gid in keeping the young folks on the land in our
state. There are at present only: about 400,000 acres under irrigation in South
Dakota, a state that relies heavuy on Agriculture and is, on the average, short
of rainfall.

Therefore, we urgently recommend your- favorable consideration of this
project.

VeRNIE UNRUH,
Deputy State Master.

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CIVIL ENGINEERS,
SouTH DAKOTA SECTION,
May 5, 196%.

On behalf of the South Dakota Section of the American Society of Civil
Engineers, I hereby offer our whole-hearted support to the Department of the
Interior to comstruct, operate and maintain the first stage of the Oahe unif,
James division, Missouri River Basin project, South Dakota.

The benefits to be derived as a result of this ambitious‘project are boundless.
The enhancement to the economy of the area is of prime importance in the
development and diversification of its agricultural, industrial, municipal and
recreational purposes,

THe above- named factors justify proceeding with this project in the most
expeditious manner.

Sincerely
’ RoBeRT L. BROTSKY, P.E.,
‘President.

DAY COUNTS.( SprorTsMAN CLUB, INC.,
Bristol, 8. Dak., May 5; 1967.

At the regtlar meeting, of the Day County Sportsman Club, held on May 2nd;
1967

Went- on record, with recommendations that we the members: of the Day
County Sportsman Club, draw up a resolution, pin pomtmcr our stand, relevent
to Wildlife Habitat destmyed or ridined, by the Oahe Dam irrigation project

RESOLUTION

‘Whereas: A question has arose, among the Members: of the Day County
Sportsman Club. ‘'What is.going to hdappen, to the Wildlife habitat, destroyed
or ruined, in the carrying out of this up coming, Oahe Dam irrigation.project.

Be it hereby resolved, that the Pay County Sportsman Club, and its members,
take'the stand, that there should be compensation, relevent to ‘Wildlife habitat,
destroyed or ruined, in the implementation, or the carrying out of thig Oahe
Dam irrigation project.

Arex MAXWELL,
President.

Lroyp CAVANAUGH,
Secretary.

SouTH DAKOTA FARM BUREAU I'EDERATION,
Huron,.S. Dak.;

Mr. Chairman, members. of the Senate Interior and Insular Affairs Sub(om-
mittee on 'Water and Power Résources, the South Dakota Farm Bureau appre-
ciates the oppertunity to suybmit the following statement. South Dakota Farm
Bureau since the adoption of the Missouri River Basin projeet in the Flood
Control Act of 1944 has endorsed, by delegate action, all of the steps taken in
the past to assure South Dakota its fair share of Missouri River water for
multiple uses within the state.

The legislation and various.steps mlxen to bring us up to this state of develop-
ment have always received * support and, as the records will mdleate, a tre-
mendous support from the voters.
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With the predicted increase in ‘world population and the fact that we no
longer have the large surplus we had in the past, offers a tremendous-challenge
to American Agriculture tofeed a hungry world.

" We feel that irrigation will heélp stabilize the ggriculture in the proposed
Spink and Brown irrigation districts and will mean a great deal to'the economy
of South Dakota. =~ 7 ool K : ;

"Now that the authorization measures have beefi introdiiced in both houses of
the Congress, and the plan has been approved by the Department of Interior,
we ‘relpectfully request that the Btreéau of the Budget dapprove the report, and
we recommend passage of the authorization by the Congress. ,

We appreciate 'the opportunity to be able to file this report with the subcom-
mittee, and 'hope that the authorization will receive favorable consideration.

THoMAS MCNENNY,
President.

/- BEADLE COUNTY CHAPTER,
1ZAAK 'WALTON LEAGUE OF AMERICA,
: . Huron, 8. Dak., May 4}, 1967.
OAHE IRRIGATION PROJECT DEVELOBMENT. o . i

GENTLEMEN : The Beadle County Chapter of the Izaak Walton League of
America fully reaffirms its position of full ‘support to the Oahe Irrigation. Project
Development. . o .

On previous occasions 'this chapter, representing nearly 300 members’ from
Huron and the surrounding area, has endorsed, the conservation and water:use
aspects associated ‘with this project in line with its principles to preserveé and
protect our land, water, air and wildlife heritage. The efforts of this chapter in
this respect are well kngwn and are reflected in its many accomplishments.

The: development of the Oahe Propect will provide major benefits to this area
by providing for additional wildlife mitigation and enhancement areas and aid
in improving those already in existence. It will provide for recreational areas
for hunting, fishing, camping and.boating. Pollution, a major problem, can be
alleviated -thru water supply. and management. Increased land use will. bring
more industry. resulting .in a. larger population requiring increased facilities.

The Beadle County Chapter is dedicated to the preservation and development
of all projects of this nature that will provide for this and coming generations
all possible benefits making for a useful and generous abundance. We believe the
development of this project will provide these benefits. We fully endorse and
support an early start of construction.

Conservationally submitted.

G1EN W. BAUMAN,
President.
SpInk COUNTY SOIL AND
‘WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT,
: ‘ Redfield, S. Daks, April 28, 1967
To: Seénate Subcommittee on Irrigation-InsularAffairs. ‘

Resolution passed by Board of Supervisors of Spink County Soil and Water
Conservation District, supporting the Oahe Irrigation Unit, as it will pertain
to conservation use of soil and water and related -natural resources, in the
Spink .County Soil and Water Conservation: District. And further the applica-
tion 'of needed and beneficial conservation practices to the soils, and the con-
serving use of water and related natural resources.

A [ ; MEeRLIN HAHN,
Chairman.

"BEAPLE-COUNTY FARM BUREAU,
- Huron, 8. Dak., May 29, 1967.
Senator ‘Groree MCGOVERN, : ’
Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C.

DEAR SENATOR MCGoOVERN : Beadle County Farm Bureau, with a membership of
over 200, has voted to support the promotion and implementation of the Oahe
Irrigation Project. '

Although only a small portion of Beadle County:is‘actually in the initial Trriga-
tion Program being sought, the James River flows through the county where '
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the James Diversion Dam and Lake Byron are also located. We. feel that along
with the direct.effects of irrigation, stabilized: water supply, ‘and recreational
benefits; Beadle ‘Gounty will .also receive many indirect benefits from this
program, L R e : ; )

: Stabilized fee(l supplies, markets, water flow from: upstream programs, addi-
tional labor. demands for irrigation projééts and other related programs -and
many other side benefits will serve to improve opportunities and developments
made use of by our members both active and associate. | ;

';l‘herefore we support this Oahe . Irrigation Project, and appreciate. the efforts
being made by this Senate Committee to consider our reaction and response to
this program.

Yours truly, .
FRED GUTHMILLER,
President.
RALPH BRAUN,
Vice-President.
CLYDE ‘DILLMAN,
W Secretary.

MaApi1son, 'S. Dax., Moy 22, 1967."

Senator GEORGE MCGOVERN,
Old Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C.:

May I offer-the following comments favoring the speediest possible develop-
ment of the Odhe irrigation project? :

. * No testimony with which I can disagree was offered in favor of the project.
While I, living in Madison, expect no personal:benefit, I adopt as my own the
words of one witness: “I want to see my neighbors prosper.” To all who pointed
out the economic, social and cultural benefits the project will bring to our state
and nation I' can say only “amen.” ' .

The. :arguments extolling the growth in jobs, enhanced stability; economi¢
¢xpansionand the ‘fact that our:food “surpluses” suddenly disappeared and
that we will see unprecedented demands for. food both at:home and abroad
before water can flow: were:all well-founded. : :

One: benefit was mentioned only briefly and needs more stress:-the project’s
salubrious effect on wildlife and.tourism. '

Let. me also: point out that disaster dispersal of cattle herds due to drouth
works-a hardship on-all livestock producers the nation-over by wrecking prices
and by creating a glut that must be consumed: before prices can recover. Such
dispersal destroys part of our productive: plant.- :

. : : : DANA C. JENNINGS. .

FAULKTON, S, DAK.,
P May 22, 1967.

‘Mr. Chairman, Honorablé Senators, my name is'Norman:Paul. I am a farmer
&nd Chairnian of the Faulk Colinty: Water. Users Organization.

My farm is located near and partially within the proposed bounds of the Cres-
bdrd Reservoir. § ; o :

My ‘headdquarters: will‘be almost completely surrounded by the water in the

voir. My.brothers and:I stand to lose a lot.of good land by flooding,

I am interested:and. favor the proposed water development and: plan-.on
taking advantage of the water for irrigation: The Directors of our organization
have devoted many hours toward hastening the ‘day when this proposed: project
becomes a reality. .

From the interest shown at the meetings of our organization many people
of this community -appear to be anxious for:a stable water supply.

NORMAN PAUL, .
.. Chairman of the Foulls County. Water Users Organization.

- BATH, S. DAK.

‘Water resources development s an important means to improve and stabilize
the ‘économy: of ‘South Dakota. Further work on irrigation, in connection with
small watersheds, could result in a large increase:in the annual average income
offmany South Dakotans. ' g '
¢+ Reading from the ‘Congressional Record Tuesday April 4, 1967, Senator George
McGovern -said, ‘These!small watershed projects reduce flood hazards and, in
some cases, provide for water supply; water; based recreation, and wildlife de-
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velopment. Land improvement in the Vatershed to réduce ‘erosion and sedlmenta-
tion is also a part of the program?”:

The Oahe’ project when fully developed w111 be-a'multiple: p*urpose project and
while, being “mainly for irrigation will also include  watershed development.

The ~watér -could ‘gréatly improve - agricultural productlvi of ‘our region,
It alsoswould increase violtme of ‘b sgin towns within or near the‘Oahe daréa
and ‘improve' industrial ‘and municipal water supplie *—all contributing ‘to im-
proved community faeilities.

Irrigation usually ‘meahs more 'stability’; ups ‘and downs of incame ‘and’ “Pro-
duction are less frequent and drastic than when cominunities are dependent tipon
the variability of dryland farming:,

If we are not at war-in Viet Nam, we are at war to combat the ravages of
hunger. Fooed can 'bé a more powerful weapon than guns in determining the
future course of mankind. ‘Quotirig from George McGovern’s May Newsletter
“It is costing us $3000OO to kill each enemy soldier.” This would feed a lot of
people.

LA VERNE SWENSON,

WOLSEY, S. DAK.
%enatm' GEQBGE Mc(xovERN,
; Ofiice: Building,
Washington, D.C.

DrAR SENATOR MCGOVERN : My name is Sam Nettmgd I hve west of Wolsey, S.
Dak. I am a farmer, havinglived in this immediate area since I was four;years
old. T have seen the years pass—good and bad, wet and dry—-and. I want:to:say
that it is. much -easier for a farmer to fight the elements of nature than it is for
him to battle the elements:of man. Prices have broken more farmers than ndature
has.

"My question is this: Are we right to:spend millions -to -develop: this 11’1'1;:at10n
distriet and at the same time spend millions to take good:land out of productlon"
Down throughithe years'the American farmers have been-able (with some irri-
Zation in certain areas) to produce moré than the markets would bear, creating
what some called ‘a burdenseme: surplus.-I’m wondering just what we are trying
to - accomplish—developing irrigation in one'area and taking good land out of
produetion in another, Seems:as though our debt limit:could- be lowered:if we
would stop spending in these contradietory ways.

It looks to me that-the.individual farmers are bmng asked to develop.this
irrigation district, pay:the bills, and then the corporations with their big acreages
will just step in and reap the harvest. We know for:a fact that a corporation has
bought large tracts of land in that area and it seems to me that we are just de-
veloping the area for them when’it is the family-type farmers that should be
getting a benefit from it, I'm' against these big corporations in Agriculture. It
has been proved over and over again that it is the family-type farmer who is the
most efficient and who adds most to the economy of an-area.

There should be a law-—and I think there is one—that would limit the 'acreage
a person or company -can put under 1rr1gat10n Let’s.put teeth into this law and
see that it is enforced.

The Good Lord has given this land to us to useito provide food for the people:
Let us not see just a few hogs take all they can get from the ground just to make
themselves rich while the majority are forced into:near slavery, thus foreing
many motre people into the large cities. We léarn what this all means in the 5th
chapter of Isaiah. Idleness is the root of evil.

Sineerely,
SAM NETTINGA.

Senator McGOVERN;
U.S. Senate,
Was ton, D:C.

DEAR Sik: On behalf of the ‘South Dakota COI]I]ClI of Churches, we wish to
commend the Senate Committee for making possible the Senate Sub-Committee
Hearing -on the Oahe Irrigation Project at Redfield, South. Dakota, where you
three distinguished gentlemen met with the local people and the community lead-
ers: who would find it impossible to go to Washington to attend the full Senate
Committee Hearing on this project.

We wish to put ourselves on record as being in favor ef this project because
of thé economie, moral, social, and spiritual benefits. which will result from 1t
and to urge your favorable consuderatmn and support of this prOJect

.
5
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We wequest the privilege of presenting a more’complete statement of our po-
sition. at the “time wof the Committee hearing:in Washington, ‘on behalf of the
South Dakota Councilsof Churches and of the other church related church bodies.
In that statement:we will express in more detail the reasons for our-support:of
ﬂus project; and'the efféet we beheve it will have on this:area: :

“'Respectively submitted.: "

f Rev ORVILLE M. HEPLER,
EBxecutive Secretary,
South Dakota Council of Churches.
Rev. WESLEY C. HUNTER,
Director, Department of Church and Community Relations,
South Dakota Council of Churches.

T.ANGFORD B0OSTER CLUB,
N . Langford, S. Dak., May 3, 1967.
JOHN SCHWABR, o !
Andover, S. Dak. : : ‘

¢, DEAR Sm We were notified by our county agent about the hearing to be held
on May 8 concerning the authorization of:the. ﬁrst Qahe Irrigation unit.of 190,000
acres. He e\plamed to.us what this meant and what we Could do if we felt that
we should support the creation of this unit.

The Longford Booster Club does hereby go on record in support for the creation
and.authorization of the irrigation unit. Many of the people in the trade com-
munity realize we are not included inthis unit but they are hopeful that eventually
to be a part of another irrigation unit.

Sincerely,
BRUCE A. LIKNESS,
Secretary.

HuURoN, §. DAK,; .

Hon, CrinToN P. ANDERSON,
Chairman; Water and Power Resources Suboommittee,
Senate Interior. and I'nsular Affaws Oommittee,
w

DEAR S1R: My husband, Gemge Wolker and I live oh the shores of Lake By-
ron which will be a reservoir. We will” gladly give up our beautiful home in
preferénce to going through another period such as the “Dirty 30’s”.

Mrs. VERA E. WOLKER:

Crry oF DoLAND, S. DAE., RESOLUTION

- I, Walter Hofer, Mayor of the City of Doland, am happy to present a reqolu-
tion. adopted by our Council, supporting: the Oahe Irrigation District.

{“Regolution : Be it resolved'by the' City Council, Gity'of Doland, South Dakota,

that we fully support the Oahe Irrigation Dmtmct and ‘encouraging its early

development.” £

Warter W. Horeg,

: Mayor.

Spink COUNTY OONSI]RVATION AND WitnLIFE CLUB, INC.,
- May.1, 1967.

A RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY THE SPINK ‘COUNTY CCONSERVATION . AND WILDLIFE
CLus ;

At the last regular meeting of the Spink County Conservation and Wildlife
(lab, 3 unanimous, vote was cast in favor of the following resolution in respect
to the formation of the Oahe Irrigation Project :

“Be. it resolved that the Spink County Conservation and Wildlife Club is in
full cooperation with the Oahe Irrigation Project .as a great step forward in
our community, however, it i§ considered important: by this organization that
great emphasis and action must be taken to conserve ‘wildlife habitat for the
continued development and propagation of fish and wildlife.

“Realizing that true wilderhess areas.and: unadulterated watersiare .the only
salvation of all wﬂdhfe and, as much of the present wildlife habitat will prob-
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ably be destroyed as a result of the construction of: this project, it is with
deep gratitude that sincere consideration has geen given in relacing or dupli-
cating’ the areas of ‘natural habitat: lost, along with:the construction of this
project. bl :

“That wildlife and- outdoor recreation. plays an ;important: part in. the
life of the people of this area, it is further resolved that full public: access be
granted to all areas’of:thisiconstruction, including hold reservoirs and canals,
so that this outdoor reereation may be utilized by all.”

i : : ‘ ‘ LArRrRY BUoHHOLZ,

President.

.“ v i Tt
RESOLUTION

The Tulare town beoard:;resolves to support the Oahe Irrigation 'District and
encourages its early development;,
We. feel it will help the economy of our community since the project will
_practically guarantee a crop and:because of this:it will retain our: present popula-
tion and perhaps increase, it; thus adding to our tax income, .growth of our
community; town and school. These are factors we need to keep our community,
town and ‘school from receding by holding our population.
’ oo o ALVIN V. FOGLESON,
o ' Chairman.
DoNALD HOLTMAN,
' Trustee.
Mrs. Ersie M. ROSE,
) Trustee:

FEDERAL LLAND BANK ASSOCIATION,
; e ‘ T Webster, 8..Dak., April 28,1967,
To Whon It May Concern: i ‘

At a regular meeting of the Board of Directors.of the.Federal:Land Bank
Association of Webster, South Dakota, the following resolution was adopted :

“Be it resolved : that the Federal Land Bank Association of Webster; South
Dakota, go on record to press.for.the start of work and completion of the Oahe
Irrigation Project at the earliest possibletime,”. ; :

. E C. P. DUERRE, -
T ' Manager.
‘WeBsTER L1oNs CLUB;
Webster, 8. Dak., May 19, 1967.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OAEE IRRIGATION PROIEOT, -
Redfield, 8. Dak. L ; =

To Whom It May Concern; O T e o T e

.The Webster Lions:Club-:of Webster; South Dakota has passed. a resolution
favoring the immediate develppment andcompletion of the Oahe. Irrigation
Project. . i

CHARLES E. NORBY,
Lions Club Secretary.

To whom it may concern:
Whereas, The Bristol :Comirercial Club is.a non-profit organization, consisting
of ‘buisiness men and farmers located in Bristol, Day County, South Dakota,
‘Whereas, One of our purposeg is to Promote and Assist both present and New
Industries, that' would be ‘béneficial to our area ‘and Sotith Dakota,
Whereas, Bristol is located in Day County South Dakota which county became
a. part of the Oahe Conservancy Sub.District.by. a large majority vote,
" 'Whereas, South Dakota has given up'several hundred thousand acres of land
for present dams on the Missouri River, == . . 50 b ‘
Whereas, The area taken in by the 'Oahe Conseryancy Sub District is known,to
have a large productive'acreage of Classes'1, 2, 8 Land and that past history has
proven that lack of water hag been the areas main reason for crop failures, . .
Resolved ;. That we favor the starting of the Initial state of the Oahe Unit
and that Congress appropriate the necessary funds which in'turn would provide
the area a dependable water 1y for irrigation and would remove the present
high risk associated with Dry Land Farming, and would also provide other
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benefits such as Recreational Facilities, Fish & Wildlife Habitat, and a reliable
source of Municipal Water Supply.:In-addition it would stlmulate the production
of new crops thus creating new industries and more jobs.
BRISTOL  COMMERCIAL CLUB,
KERMIT E Horry,
President.

Fr.. RANDALL CONSERVANCY SUB-DISTRICT RESOLUTION

Whereas, the Oahe Conservancy Sub-District board of directors is seeking
authorization for the proposed Oahe Irrigation Unit covering 190,000 acres repre-
senting the first stage of its development, and

Whereas, the proposed irrigation project, upon  completion, would provide
direct:benefits to.the immediate area while the indirect benefits would be extended
to the far corners of the State and beyond its borders to other states, and
. Whereas, the economy of the project area is mostly agmcultural subject to the
hazards which accompany inadequate rainfall, and *

Whereas, the growth and well-being of a rural ares:is dependent on the full
development of ‘its local principal natural resources—land, water, and people,

No6w, therefore, be it resolved by the Ft. Randall Conservancy Sub-District
board, of directors that the Congress of the United States be urged to authorize
the Oahe Irrigation Unit in order that plans may be readied for its development
when Congress provides funding for the construction of this project.

The above resolution was adopted. at.a special meeting of the Ft. Randall Con-
gervancy Sub—Dlstrlct held at Wagner S.D., on the 16th day of May, 1967.

BeN J. IRELAND, :
Chairman.
Tep H. KRELL,
Vice- Ohmrman.
HAROLD WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
NorMAN LIEN,
 Member.
MARvVIN E. LARSON,
Member.
LYLE GARDEMAN,
Member.

GAM WAL BELecTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC,,
Selby, 8. Dak.

Statement from Cam Wel Electric:Cooperatives, Inc, Selby, South ‘Dakota;:
a rural electric: cooperative now providing' electric service primarily to. .farms
in the counties of Campbell, Walworth and Potter in South’Dakota.

At a regular meeéting of the Board 6f Directors of Cam Wel Blectric Coopera~
tive Inec,, held in Selby, South Dakota the 21st ‘day’ of April, 1967, the followmg
l'esolution wag infroduced and unanimously approved.

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING  SENATE BILL 6—OAHE IRRIGATION AUTHORIZATION

Whereas, the: full development’ of: the Oahe TIrrigation unit and other irrigs
tion is essential to improve the economy of South Dakota and in partmular the
lagging farm income of the state and,

Whereas, rural electric cooperatives are continually losing farms and rural
members each year which is'creating a hardship because of lost revenue néeded
to repay the investment in facilities, and in-Gam- Wal Electric Cooperative’s
service area. We now have 14% vacant farms, and

‘Whereas, the productivity of farms on the fertile soils of South Dakota could
be increased several times by the eontrolled application of water and thereby aid
in the production of food g0 ‘vital to the expanding world population, and "

Now therefore, we; the ‘director  of Cam ‘Wal Electric Cooperative, Inc., repre-
senting 1,600 members do most heartily support Senate Bill 6 authorizing the
Oahe Irrigatmn unit and. request that construction begin at the earliest possible
date; and

Be it further resolved that, we' urge the Senate Oommittee on Interior and
Insular Affairs to investigate the progress of the Pollock-Herreid irrigation unit




230 OAHE' UNIT; MISSOURI RIVER BASIN PROJECT

of 'the Onlie: Conservancy Subdistrict and speed its early authorization :as thiy
* unit also:will be beneficial toSouth Dakota and particularly te;this area that is
losing farms, small towns-and the:general-economy-is:suffering; and o

Be it further resolved. -that the construction of the Oahe irrigation unit be
such that expansion and development of additional area in' the future is not
excluded and the maximum benefits be thereby derived. -

1, Sam A. Merkel, Secretary of the Board of Directors of Cam Wal Electric
Cooperative, Inc., Selby, South Dakota certify that the above resolution was
approved at the regular Board:of Directors meeting held April-21, 1967.

: SAM A, MERKEL,
: Secretary.

Y FAULKTON COMMUNITY CLUB,
S S A ‘Faulkton, S, Dalk.

Whereas, the Oghe Unit is.a ‘plan proposed.by the Bureau of Reclamation to
irrigate 495,000 acres in north central South Dak a with Missouri River water ;
and : Prosin k ’ Gt ,
‘Whereas, the plan alg6. provides water for municipal and ifidustrial use, fish
and wildlife developments at 28 locations, recreation and pollution abatément;
and - , . :

Whereas, the State’s economy. will be impreved. by new: markets and industries
that will spring up. in the area to meet the demands of the increased and diversi-
fied agricultural production; and. .. o ) ‘

‘Whereas, the new industries will provide job opportunities to the young people
of the State who. presently-have to go elsewlhere to seek employment; now

Therefore, be it resolved that the Faulkton Community Club urges early au-
thorization by Congress of the Oahe Unit Irrigation Project as set forth in the
Bureau of Reclamation reports of May and June 1965.

EMERY T. JANKORD,
MirLiE ROBERTS,
; Secretary.

Senator McGovern, I think these hearings in the course of the day
have béen near perfect congressional hearings. I don’t know what
we could have done .that would have made any substantial improve-
ment on the record that’s been made here this morning and this after-
noon. The witnesses have done a superb job in the way they have orga-
nized and presented their statements.

We are deeply grateful to everyone who has testified and to the orga-
‘nizations that are represented here. e

"W certdinly want-to express our appreciation to the hosts who were
so kind and congenfal to us here in Redfield, particularly to Mr. Jim
Lewis and his staff who have dong so much in the way of making ar-
rangements for the meeting and lining up the witnesses and assisting
every step of the way on these hearings today.

I want to express my own personal appreciation to Senator Bur-
dick, who has stayed with us from early this morning through the
hearings this afternoon. He is one of my very closest friends in the
U.,S. Senate and a man who will continue to be a tremendous help,
not only to his own State, but to us here in South Dakota.

Some years ago he was an: all-conference fullback at the University
of Minnesota, and I find that he is a ‘great man to have on our side
when you have some rough going ahead. ‘

Tt is my own best, judgment that we will probably get to full hearings
in Washington somewhere between the middle and late summer.

I would anticipate perhaps in August or September that we could
move ahead with extensive hearings in Washington that will build on
the very fine record wé have compiled here in South Dakota. ‘
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After those hearings have been held, we will compile the full record
of what has been said here, of the statéments that have been filed, and
of the complete statements that are made in Washington by everyc
testifying proand con on this Oahe first stage project.

As soon as those hearings are printed, everyone who has filled out
a registration form here in the course of the day will be sent a copy of
those hearings. :

Now, if for some reason or another your name is overlooked, if you
will write my office in Washington, we will see that you get a copy of
the full hearings.

We do want to express our appreciation to you.

I think it ought to be made clear to everyone here that we still lvve
a long legislative effort ahead of us. A fter both the subcommittees and
the full committees in Washington ‘and the House and Senate have
completed their work, the measure must then go tothe floor for action
in both the House and Senate. There will then we a conference be-
tween the two legislative bodies to work out any differences that might
develop in the legislation as we move along and then it goes to the
President for his signature. .

That is the authorization process. After that is completed; we go
through the appropriations process to get the initial appropriations
needed to get the project under construetion. That’s a process that
could involve ‘several years, but I think we are talking about a pro-
posal of such great value to our State and of such importance, too, that
1t is well worth the time and effort that we will be investing as a peo-
pleand Members of the U.S. Congress in moving along.

As we have seen here in the testimony today, it holds forth the pro-
grams in new progress in agriculture, holds forth the progress of
many new business and job opportunities in our State, and a more de-
pendable economy, both for the farmers and business people, aside
from the many social gains on which we cannot put a price tag.

The provision of new jobs ‘and recreation  opportunities for .our
young people, the strengthening of our schools and churches, and
other institutions across the State. I think all of these are vital to
South Dakota’s future-and I look forward as one of your Senators
in working with you toward those objectives.

1ever somuch.
(Whereupon, the hearing was adjourned, subject to the call of the

Chair.) o

























