14 | SAWTOOTH: 'NATIONAL RECREATION AREA ‘

STATEMENT OF E; L. Marugs, B.E,, State Higeway ENGINEER FOR THE IDAHO
‘ ! ! BoArD oF HiGHWAY| DIRECTORS ‘

The Idaho Department of Highways appteciates the opportunity to register
its opinions regarding the construction, maiptenance and: operation  of highway
facilities in' the proposed Sawtooth National: Recreation Area. The Department.
has reviewed' the Summary Report of the tooth Mountain Area’ Study and
associated eéxhibits. - . o i £ B : {

Qur research: indicates: that ‘the present ro g5, Sawtooth Primitive ;Area will:
eventually bg incorporated into a.proposed National. Wilderness System. and
administered| under the Wilderness Act of 1964. . = " ° &

BFFECTS ON TIﬂé} IDAHO' STATE H;I'GHWA’Yi SYSTEM: °

The Idalo'Department of Highways is res| jonsible for maintaining and improv--
ing the Statd Highway System: The study aFéa boundaries defined by the Sum=
mary Report map entitled, ‘“Sawtooth Mountain Study Area’” indicate that two
major facilities on the State Highway System could be affécted: :

U.S. Highway 93—from. Galena Summit morthward to a point several miles,
northeast of Stanley Village. This arterial isithé only major, all—wea.the*r, north-
south route across Central Idaho. ‘ ‘ i i

State: Highway 21 from Eightmile Creek, fust east of Liowman, to its junction
with U.S: Highway 93 at Stanley Village. For many years, the Department of
Highways hds cooperated closely with the Federal Highway Administration. in,
programming improvements to-this route fof. its eventual incorporation into the
State Highwhy System as'an all-weather highway between Boise Valley and U.S.
Highway 93 iat Stanley Village. ; :

The “continued ‘fmproveérment of these twd highways is ‘vitdl in view ‘of their
growing importance to'the State-and the regjon. ‘

A. ASSawtooth National Recteation Ared woilld be-administered: by the U,S: Forest
ervice frie i o i .
1. The Department of Highways assumgs that ‘the present high *iegree of’
Federal-State cooperation in matters pertaining to segtions’of the State Highway
System in National Forests'will continué injeffect. THe scope of this copperation
is spelled. out in & “Memorandum of Understanding on ‘Procdedures Related to
State Highways Over National Forest Land§’ between the De,'p‘artmenﬁ of High~
Regions One and Four, U.S. Foregt Sérvice (now being updated).

S. Feérest Service-proposed nijltiple-use ‘management is ‘a4 flexible

istration much'dé 3

dépeti oh’ adequate ‘highways:  This' coneept
would be conisistent with the Diépartmen Highways' plans for future aperationg
in thie Sawtdoth Area. Inténtionsof the U. orest 'Sérvice to encourag} de’
ment of winter sports centers would further ehhance this relationship. For'exa
winter ‘sports’ enthusiasts destined for Stanléy:from Boise Valley and other popu-
lation ceriters would augment the feasibility ‘of kéeping”State Highway 21 open:
during wintér moriths. - : i ‘ £ g Jﬂ B e
3. There would be fewer interagency ‘complication¥in the ¢onstruction, mainte«
nance and operation of highways. s :

.- Joint: Federal-State interest in highwdy: improvéments in the aréa would
favor: applidation of increased, técreational oadsidé improvements. In
addition, tHid:mutual interest ‘might lend: cé to fusiire assignnients’of
Publi¢ Lands Funds, st Agiecy s S i

5. The A<| ident ‘tate “of indomipatible -private. dévélopment. in-the Sawtooth
Valley' drid |Stanléy Basin: could be arrestgd Hly : by expanded eontrol: of
highway aédess, but by the Bill’s proposed lnd-use standards ds well. }Eémoramie
views from the road could be preserved while allowing commercial development:

6. In the event that-extensions of ‘or- additions to “throngh highways'’ were

required atsome future date, & National Récreation Area would not Linder their

development. R ) i
B. Additional Factors, for Consideration i - ‘

1. Asa-State agency the Department of Highways must be guided by the needs

of the citizens of Idaho and service to. the{road-using publi¢ in general. In this

respect the following factors should be évalhated in determining the fufure of the
Sawtooth Area: . . |

(a) Physical aspects of highway imptovements should meet modern stand-

ards récommended by the American Absocigtion of State Highway Officials.

(b) Regulations pertaining to the trangportation: of “out-sized‘” vehicles:




