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NOMINAL WATER AND WASTEWATER COMPOSITIONS
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For removal of suspended and colloidal solids and for precipitation of phos-
phate nutrients, several coagulating substances can be added to wastewater.
Alum, line, or both can remove i ite efficiently, and, with proper modi-
fication and control of the operation, o » of the phosphates can be removed.

Soluble organics including synthetics, petrochemicals, pesticides, etc., may then
be removed very effectively by passing the wastewater through a bed of activated
carbon granules. As the carbon granules become saturated or ‘“spent,” they are
passed through a high temperature furnace where the carbon is “reactivated”
and the adsorbed contaminants are incinerated to harmless carbon dioxide and
water. Adsorption, using granular activated carbon, is perhaps the furthest devel-
oped of the advanced waste-treatment processes.




