INTERNATIONAL BIOLOGICAL PROGRAM ~ og7

, enVironment.> Such declslons 1ie outslde the province of an organlzation of

biologlsts, they are. in the realm of natlonal policy There is much however,

brthat btologlsts can: offer toward und:rstandlng of how man s relatlon to hls

environment can. be rendered stable non—destr‘”yive, ard rewardlng

We propose Amerlcan participatxon in an Lntensive 1nternational study of

man s, relatlon ‘to envlronment The concept of ecosystems should be central t0~rl
this study. Mhnagement of env1ronment is best approached through study of pro-

5ductivity, cycling of nutrlents, and SUCceSSLOHal processes w1th1n ecosystems. 3

'Pollutlon results from the processes of transfer, chemical transformat HLZr nd'

‘ biologlcal concentration of: materlals in ecosystems. Man himself is abpart ofk,v

’most ecosystems, and thus exerts a cons1derab1e lnfluence upon their dynamlcs.‘f

Present ecologxcal understandlng has developed from study of partic‘lar: llmi-
'ted communities. and ecosystems, Cooperatlve studies of largeroscale ecosyst ms;fy‘i3f1‘
are needed before existing theory can be applled to thelr manegement.‘v

One purpose of the IBP is to develop a more profound understanding of eco-

systems and by this means clarlfy the possibilities of wxse long-term utlllZaen

tion Thus, biologists ‘may effectively contribute to the broader policy deci- G

“sions on man s future

GENERAL OBJECTIVES

* The PF and PT subcommlttees JOlntly propose the study and comparison o

1ﬁ1arge systems such as‘dralnage basins and landscapes through team effort.,x
“,Forelgn sc1entxsts w 11 be urged to partlcipate in these Amerlcan

;t>Possib1e.f;%:5,

Ihe program w111 consrst chlefly of 1nten91ve studles on the varlous com~

‘:iponents of a few.: selected areas but w111 be broadened by contrlbutory WOrk



