INTERNATIONAL BIOLOGICAL PROGRAM

Infbrmation Centers

The IBP goal of syhthe31s»of man' s understanding of ecosystem'w

S requires one or more information centers for these purposes. ‘

i.‘ “To store primary data snd derived varisbles, for'an iyses

'beyond those to be expected at indiVidual research sites.ﬁ‘~."

ngfj@To distribute computer ptograms and primary date to indi-‘

e v1duals or other centers.
',3;? To coordinate basic descriptions and groupings of terresfw i
- trial and freshwater systems. 'J

4. To facilitate comparisons between ecosystems and between ‘

g,,parts of the world in a total system context (e g.’summ-f{"d_
larizxng tables expressing rates of. transfer of energy, :
.nitrogen, and other elements) ; ’ i
,in5;“ To ‘aid IBP plannlng and activities by storing current in-;;
;formation on the work of scientists as 1t is gathered by ?eF?‘

project. directors.‘uf

Training

Since there is a shortage of biologists capsble of undertaking the type

Cof studies proposed, training is a major need.; The o

: across traditional academxc boundaries. Outstandingvecol gists

trained 1n A specialty, but are also able to deal with the larger problems of,rft

‘man end the landscape. ,:




