’?f~natural'envrronment in many ways., One of the most 1n3urlous i
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jProgram has among ‘its objecti
will improve our understandlng of the ecosystem as a whole, ~

* and provide an evaluation of its responses to modlflcatlonsv””'

_of the envmronment.e Because ‘6f man's increa51ng interaction e
with his env1ronment,‘ ‘it is .urgent that marine- biologists

“undertake, on a global scale, ‘studieés which will produce a -

. clear definition of- ex1st1ng conditions, and an understanding

M]iof the mechanLSms and processes whlch control the dlstrlbu—
~;’tlon, surv1va1 and development of natural populatlons.

The rapxdly increasxng human populatlon and the great
technologlcal develoPments of this century have ‘modified th

 of man“'actxvrtles ‘is the: 1ntroductlon of pollutants into
the air . ‘and water. ‘In the marine envxronment man's 1nfluence -
“has been greatest in the estuarles and the near—shore coastal
‘waters. Even far from Tand,’ however,: such pollutants as’ fall- ,
out, radioisotopes, 1ead and the organic residues of pest1c1des LR
~-and detergsnts have been detected. Increaslng pollution is a -
“byproduct of lndustrlal and munlcipal progress and 'is perhaps
unav01dable in’ our affluent society. It is necessary to dispose
of wastes; but, as pract1¢ed today, . waste : dlsp al has depleted
'many- natural populatlons ‘and destroyed t
tial of waterways which a few years ago: were am ng the most’™ .~ .
‘beautiful in the'world. ‘Unfortunately, the m e biologist is -
‘unable to predlct ‘the specific effects of | :

o There 15" rg

1 71mportant reason for Seeklng a better understanding
e C marlne env1ronment ‘is' the growing need to eXpIOLt more
'Q,effectively the protein resources of the sea. ‘There are many

: I questions to be -‘answered: Can, local stocks of food: organlsms

- he malntalned while 1ndustr1al and commerclal act1v1t1es 1n, :

ational’ poten—“‘~$ia't" 5




