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ik The evolutlonary success of the human specles is based on’ gene ic, .
fphologlc, physiolog1c,>and behav1ora1 varlatlon. .The processesgandu
mechanismsg: of human ‘adaptability are the specxal ‘¢oncern of this Sub-=
ommittee.' The term "adaptablllty“ is here usedin feveral senses, 1n~.f
luding the adaptabmllty of populatlons and 1nd1v1duals and genetlc o

kfand phenotyplc a&aptablllty.'*i

~ Human adaptablllty has’ multlple bases, w1th consequences for hu~
17man 5urv1val ~ However; neither the distrlbutlon nor the sources.of =
.. man's va *ablllty ‘have been rlgorously measured, The International
‘748101091c 1 Program presents ajunique opportunity for-‘determining’ the e
relative 1mportance of. these aspects of variability, and of establlsh- Fae
“ :;ng u’derlylng mechanlsms ‘on the basis of closely compar&ble studies
i of different groups——groups’hav1ng contrastlng genetlc, soclal, nutr —;,;“*
%,tlonal,~ nd climatic backg eunds. : ; o e

N The range of human pcpulat ons- avallable fer th1s type of 1nves~;p»:
',AtlgatlonVShould provide the IBP with p ,Bllitles for thoroughly. asses- .
#‘51ng sources. of ‘var ablllty‘, At one extreme are:few surviving e amples
ng and incipient agrlculturai populatxons, which re- -~
; rms of adaptatlon until relatlvely recent tlmes."°
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= turies.  Thus, the: study of pr1m tl e populat iong w111 shed light on
“?processes by;whlch populatlons control their siz - “The study of =

i§ not only - exfremely t;mely, but because of theitr’ loca—

such’ groupsfl
'*tlon, may prcvmde unusual opportunltles for lnternatlonal cooperation.




