* ‘over the larger part of the earth. The differ

© arrive at any adequate understandmg
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The troplcs are where the rlch harvests are, and selence is not couscmus of ,
, national boundaries. Becatise the Snnthsoman has a backlog of tropical experi-
ence it may be well enough qualified to help stimulate the growth of indigenous = -
scienee in’ tropmal areas and: to gulde and assist other temperate 1nstitut10ns andij e

‘geography, ‘Wwe are: reasonably oA
.eertam that at least before the mid-’.l.‘ertiary Pe d troplcal cendmons extended

~fam111es and even genera«—of organlsms took plac u ¢ er: thes

Many of our- best blogeographers eons1der the lowlan
_of the tropics to be the oldest of all existing vegetatio and to haye
been the great reservoir from which emerged, or were differentiated, the faunas N
‘and ﬂoras of the present temperate and montane reglons of the Wocrld The Vi

' '*good support to thls theory,
Some of the most fascmatmg problems of bmlogy are those ef the

‘we know much about the evolutlon of subspemﬁc entities and can eve experi-
ment on it, this 'is net trueof the: ‘larger groups of planbs and animals. These
~must be studxed by observation and comparison of the plants and animals in

- their natural habitats and in our museums. Since the cradle of the phenomena‘
. We are interested in is in the: troplcs, or-in-areas that were once troplcal it seem

clear that a great amount of “work: must cente' vm e tropics, 1f we a‘re to

The enormous diversity ‘of organisms. m the trfopl, has been known for a
.1ong time. Some biologists have speculated on why this diversity exists, ‘but.
so far their suggestions are only guesses. Recent findings and deduetlons are .
giving leads, and the whole ‘subject -of - availa‘blhty of resources. and diversity

~of riches, as well as the enormous amounts of time avallable in the hlstory oft
‘atropical biota, are fertile fields for investigation. ~ i
.. .To the ecologist, this great diversity of faunas and ﬂoras is the basis of
the richest and ‘most complex ecosystems in the World as well as those. which/, o

~are least known. In at least the wet tropical ecosystems conditions are extremely o

 other organisms are - outstandmg Competition is rigo

 under. modern, civilized circumstances, this is, in a way, the situation in:

. ments have largely been amehorated The struggle is now between human

~favorable to life. Hence, the usual and obvious adaptations to severe physical
. environment and less common, but the more subtle, adaptations to living with'
s and take multltudi-k

nous forms. The struggle here is most intense among he compc 0t
biota rather than between them and their nonliving environment. Inei

human beings find themselves; the adverse phys1cal aspects of thelr envir‘on-

rather than against a hostile envmonment ‘Even more 1s this- SO 1n the troples SR

than in cooler zones. =~ - L

- Both as a matter of 1ntense scientlﬁc interest. and as one of practmal eon— i
cern, it seems essenmal that we develop some understanding of sueh ecosystems, .

- As scientists, we are not able to ignore the fascination of these problems. As

practical people, concerned with the continued existence of man as a part of e

T these ecosystems, we cannot afford to neglect them."

In the past, resources have been so abundant, human commumtles have been S
scattered and: relatively few and isolated, that mistakes were not too likely to. =
~ result in dlsasters ‘This period is passing rapidly Man is so ﬁlhng up the world i
" that.errors are too hkely to produce chain reactions, We now must know What"

-~ we are doing before we do it. A thorough understandmg of the troplcs as Welli
as the rest of the world, is a necessity. :

The final and, to me, the most urgent conslderation is one that follows from-~ ’
our filling up the world. Most of. the fascinating things that draw  us to the
‘tropics are. Vamshmg ‘with a: rapldlty never before even imagined. The tropleala.
~ forest.is falling before the combination of superior tools and too many people

,,,,,

more rapldly and more ﬁnally than before any forest ﬁre or- other natura




