- 'Green. plants collectlvely seem able ‘to capture only abo”'

i 1dea 7of ecolog‘lcal pyramld has become: ‘
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; *‘reaching the surface of ‘the earth. This is the Iow averag
" ing ‘themselves alive uses up some of the food i ' ;
- herbivores—that is, the plant eaters or vegetarians—do noltiha
R th_e annual productlon of the prlmary progucers, ¢

©_Let us suppose for a moment that we are i inte osted in the Welfare of ammalssg L
“that are not so choosy—ones that are omnivorous. Man is a good example. If

 something is eatable, he will eat it. Not any one man, but man collectively, for .

we each have- psychosomatlc hungers and distastes. Some of us will eat snails,
whole fish, if they are small ‘enough, dairy products rotted by fungi, which weeall .. .
cheese, and blood sausage. But we find distasteful the idea of eating grasshoppers, .

~termites, and grubs. Hungry rice eaters have to force themselves to eat wheat:

“and.on today’s world grain market you could exchange one ton of rice f(rr tWO' '

tons ‘of wheat without asking the nutritional value of either. . = - G

There is a lesson in the ecological pyramid of biomass. made up of the dif-'-
ferent tropic levels. If man is looking for food, assuming that he can digest it,

. he will find more of it available at lower than at higher tropic levels. This is

- the moral of the human populatlon/food dilemma. People of populous poor coun- =
_tries must subsist mainly on grains. Meat, ‘poultry, and milk are too scarce and °

o costly for common consumption. And if starvmg, man turns to grass itself, bark o
"~ of trees, and as did Moses and the children of Israel during their sojourn in =

the desert, to manna, which the dictionary says was food miraculously supplied :
and which botanists speculate must have ‘been hchens ealled roektripe blowrif
by desert w‘mds from rocky summits:.
It is an interesting fact that most human foods comes from a relatlvely small -
numberi? snds of domestmated animals and agrmultural crops Overf tune the o

eco’ glca' earch.. T
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