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'fand anlmals have beCOme extinet than the total lost for the entl“
“North American contlnent However, most«of‘the species. still re=#-
“ main, an ‘many.-of  them ‘can be: saved with sc ific understandlng
of the’interactions between the plants and als and their:
f‘changlnq env;ronments, espec1ally those env1ronments whlch are
jlnfluenced by man. - The wholeé of the: rlch Hawallan flora and fauna
evolved from about 700 1mm1grant ancestral species, uhder condltlons
" of extreme isolation, in the course of & féw million years. What -
happened mightibe called an’ evolutlonary exp1081en,,and Hawall‘:‘i
constitutes ah unsurpassed natural labotratory for the study of-
'fevolutlonary and- ecological phenomena. ‘Because of the’ rapsdity
with which: nat1Ve Speciesand comminities are’ dlsappearlng, it 1s ‘l
urgent that an ‘intensive sﬁudy of the Hawallan blota be carrled out
whlle there is. stlll time.'~<ry~ i g :

s The planners of thlS program have selected key spec1es of
;.plants and. animals and have established prierlties within their"
‘selectlons so that the extent of: destructlon 1n-the near future.
may be assessed- by con51der1ng (a) rarity, or narrow geographlcal
extent, and: (b) narrowness of: ecological speclallzatlon.q In: S
addltlon, multidisciplinary studies will determine: (1) _the’ extent'
‘that the group of organisns, the community, or: ‘the. ecosysﬁem have:
“special blologlcal interest and significance; (2) the 1nterrelatlon-
- ships of the taxoén, ‘community, “or: ecosystem; '(3) any evid
.unusual blologlcal ‘adaptations Of the- taxon, cemmunlty,
"~ system. The njtive ecosystems, 1nclud1ng ralnforest dry forest
“bogs, and sand dunes w111 be studled = e 2 o i
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