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2 T“E INTERNATIONAL BIOLOGICAL PROGRAM

i v Not only is the populatlon of our planet grOWIng contin a1l
wibut it 'is ‘doing so at an ever. IncreaSIng rate, Durlng the 1920's .
- and 1930's the population grew 11%, but from 1951 to 1960 this rate,'f~; =
“had already gone up to 19%. The number of inhabitants of the earth

~is now over 3 billion. By 1975 it will reach, according to the .
O”vcalculatlons of UN- experts, almOSt 4 bIllIon, and by the year 2000,,j,j“

At that tIme, if the present rate of ood consumptlon is’ taken”;

__as our point of" departure, ‘we will need about 2 times more food

" than now. At present, however, about ev'ry.thlrd ‘inhabitant of s

‘our earth Is not gettlng enough. to eat, and about 500" millIon .

<§people are’ chronIcally and ‘acutely sufferlng from hunger. Thus,,“
“to satisfy the whole world g need for food, it is necessary to:
11ncrease food productlon more than twofold S . A

9 SInce present *roductlon oF all types of . gra ;
900~ 950 million tons, "it will be necessary by the year 2000,to e
raise the production of cereals to 2 5 bIllIon tons, whlch Is3a tht

2 5 increase in 35 years. T Sk , :

- The est;mates of UN, FAO and UNESCD experts, based on the
:study of "all’ aspects of the food problem allow us to: hope “that

‘,humanlty w111 manage to feed itself, although this task will be S

. very dIffIcult We have not. by far made use: of all the pOSSIb—~"

y S Ence for Increaslng crops.’ In partlcular,(

‘netIcs ln developlng much more pro-n

mere loss of grain and other'agricultural produets:whlch is ceused S
.. by vermin, rodents and disease amounts to almost ONe third f the e
*f,world s gross agrlcultural productlon. S : . Ry

BesIdes food products. however, clothing,ishelter and ‘a
thousand different objects are requlred to satlsfy the materIal
. needs of ‘man. _;Q' “ , . : ;




