g hlch are taklng place i -
blologlcal resources of the earth are hot onl
nature, as when the over-all productlon of or
“incas glVen area, but- also of a ‘qualitative. natu
types’ of plants and anlmals‘dlsappear and” thElr‘

ge
a relatlvely short period of tlme, and that communltles of plants g
~and animals are replaced by others.. «In many cases’ ‘where this happens‘

(excluding man's creation of highly cultivated areas) ; the.new s
communities are of less economic value than those precedlng theV
- (savannas:in place :of different. ‘types of troplcal forests; aspens -
~and blrches in place of conifersand broad—leafed trees,,vast : o
areas of semideserts and deserts with a rich fauna of ungulates‘ e
, onverted into areas of low product1v1ty and sometlmes 1nto waste—
~1ands) :

. The mlghty growth of technology and 1ts appllcatlon everyWh X
~ - is now causing still 1 ore. rapld changes of the . natural plant cove
and the animal’ population.of" terra firma. as. well as the p nt and
- animal world of rivers, fresh-water bas;ns, oceans and seas,’

For these reasons]ltf s- necessary to make a deep,qall-ln Tusiv
‘and global _study of the ' : " as

‘ f‘the source, of. food and 1ndustr1al raw materi 1sto: cover man s needs.*”

Inf1960 1nternatlona1 scxentlfl.f' tlons o whlch ,
‘ien ts.of ‘the USSR belong (the Internati ail Union: ‘of Bio- :

logical Sciences, ‘the. International: Geographlcal Union,,the Coeta

International Council of Scientific Unions) pointed out the e

; necess1ty of -sharply 1ncreasing research on the biological re~ - *
' gources of our planet. The ‘decision was taken- to organize inter- B
national biological research in a way similar to research undertaken ﬁ“
for the International Geophy51cal Ygar, a program whmch had Fi e
'ex1sted ‘for :some years. . 3




