: dlstlngulshed Sovret sc1ent1sts representlng all branchee of IBp
_activity. - Academ1cran B. E. Bykhovskly was ‘named chalrman of =
- the committee and his deputles are V. ‘A, Kovda, Correspondlng S
- Member of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR, and Drs. N K. :
L Vereshchagln, A. A. Nichiporovich, and L. E. Rodin. (Translator s
‘comment: Kovda. was formerly the head of Unesco ¢ Department of
} 'Sc1ence and is now the: Scientlflc Secretary of the Advmsory Com-',
S mittée on the Application 6f Science and Technology to - Development
UGN, Economlc and Soc1al Counc11)

In January 1966 the committee called a meetlng in Lenlnqrad on
blologlcal product1V1ty of terrestrial plant communities. :More: than
400 scientists from 56 scientific institutions of the USSR took = - e
‘part in this meeting. There were 153 reports on ‘general, theoretical
‘and methodologlcal questions.’ In the course of the meetlng, there :
were 3 symposla on the follow1ng subjects.:

E R S The Theoretlcal Bases of Photosynthetlc Act1v1ty of
jPlant Cover,‘ ;

, 20 Biologyica‘l Productivity of Natural and Artifical
Communities. - S By

3. 'Biological Cycles of Chemical Elements in Plant
Communities. 3 . St ] ! R 2

) The meetlng was called prlmarlly to present resulte of work on-
the study of blological productlon of terrestrial plant communitles,
.. the biological eycle of &ash elements and’ ltrogen, photosynthe51s
~as a factor detetmining product1v1ty of wild and cultivated plants’ N
" and to set the direction for further development of these lmportu‘ P
ant branches of contemporary blology. : i L

‘ For a long time, research on the product1v1ty of the organlc
- 'world has been conducted in our country. Research on the pro=-
ductivity of the Pacific Ocean, bodies of fresh water, terrestrlal
‘plant cover,»and the processes of photosynthesis have been b
\~espe01a11y successful. = Soviet scientists can make a serious
“contribution to the total sum” "of international research on these
subjects.' But it is necessary that these fields of IBP Yesearch -
receive the: attention of institutes of the Academy of -Sciences of .
the USSR, the All—Unlon Acadeny of Agrlcultural Sclences, the
",Academles of Sciences of the Republlcs, ‘universities, and other
~dnstitutions of ‘higher 1earn1ng. This research should oeccupy a
~central place in plans for the scientific activities of ‘biological, = -
.~agrieultural, and certaln mixed lnstltutes (geographlcal, meteoro— e
' ~1og1cal “ete. ). ‘ ; e el :




