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Swift action to inqure ‘the safety of consumer pnroduets and to preVent: acel-
dental death and injury to those who buy them.

The Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act should be tightened to insure that all drugs
sold for human use actually meet prescribed standards of safety, quality ‘and
efficacy, that cosmetics are tested for safety before sale to the public, and that
medical equipment and devices are safe and effective before being prescribed by
docters. Accidents from consumer misuse of drugs, cosmetics and pressumzed
food containers can be reduced by requiring clear and adequate warning labels.
Indiscriminate distribution of “drug samples” should be brought under control
ta8 a further safety measure.

In the food field, consumer safety requires mSpection for wholesomeness and
«¢leanliness of all meat and poultry, whether. or not the meat crosses interstate

P llne&,

The Flammable Fabrics Act needs updatmg to reach beyond its hmlted cov~

-erage of flammable clothing.
A National Commission on Product Safety, as Pproposed - in a bill sponsored by'
Senator Warren Mag gnuson, should be-established ‘to study -the need for -compul-
sory safety standards in the design of other household equipment and appliances.
6. Establishment of formal governmental machinery to help assure that con-
sumer problems will receive the attention they deserve and that solutions will
not only be devised but aggressively promoted both ‘by the Congresfs and the
Executive Branch.

- We weleome the formation of consumer subcommittees as parts -of ex1sting
standing committees of the Congress. In the Executive Branch, we endorse the
long-standing proposal for the creation of -either ‘a Department of Consumer
‘Affairg.or a’statutory Office of Consumer:Affairs.

. President .Johnson has focused the attention of the: Oongrees a«nd the nation-on
the ]?mblems of the consumer in his far-reaching message to the Congress last
wee

The AFL-CIO, which is probably the’ 1argest organized group of consumers in

" “the n#tion, is dehghted ‘that “the President ‘has sighaled ‘out ‘the jproblems of the

eonsuier for- concerted action.

The Administration intends to make ‘this a magor legislatwe underst;aking and
50 do we. The 90th Congress can—and should—become the consumer-conscience
Congress and we are going to do our part to make sure ‘that it does.

. Mr. Biemitrer. Both these matters are substantively dealt with in
H.R. 11601, and we warmly support their enactment ; namely, the pro-
visions of title I, relating to credit advertisements and title ITI,
establishing a Commission on: Consumer Finance. ;
We are very pleased with the provision of H.R. 11601 establishing
‘a National Commission-on Consumer- Finance. Because consumer credit
has heretofore been so firmly in the province of State legislation, there
has been little investigation or concern by the Federal Government
either in the Congress or the executive branch with the complexities
~of present arrangements under State laws, their abuses, nor any real-
istic assessment of their adequacy in protecting the borrower. With the
mounting use-of consumer credit and its importance in'the economy,
certainly an overall investigation plus delineation of areas in which
Federal regulation would be desirable is long overdue.
In other major provisions, H.R. 11601 ‘would enact 1mmed1ate sub-
stantlve leglslatlon in the eonsumer credit field,: beyond the require-
ment, for simple disclosure. The bill would establish a maximum finance
charge of 18 percent per year, abolish cognovit notes, and outlaw
wage. garmshments, matters currently regulated entirely by State law.
Within the AFL-CIO, efforts to reduce excessive finance charges
and reform abusive or madequate provisions of State laws with respect
_to debtor-creditor relationships have in :most instances been concen-
trated on State legislatures by State AFL~CIO organizations, operat-
ing within d;helr speclﬁo ]urlsdmtlon's. On the other hand, no formal



