ing his background and experience in the field of legislation under
discussion. Since thig 1s his first appearance before the House Clom-
‘mittee on Banking and Currency, it is possible that some of the mem-
- bers may not be familiar with the work of thisoutstanding Jesuit
educator who has been responsible for making college economieg and
political science departments throughout the country far more con-
scious of the need to teach consumer economies to their students, ‘

I do not know if all of you gentlemen know Father McEwen but he
is chairman of the Department of Economics at Boston College and
he has worked for years on ronsumer problems in the State and Nation,
and particularly in the field of consumer credit, Since we are taking

on together, RSO
~ Father, you may proceed, , , ‘

, F&thér»MCEWEN. Ladies and gentlemen, my name 1s Father Robert
~ J. McEwen, T m a member of the Jesuit order and chairman of the
Department of Economics at Boston College. In addition te this, I
- served as first chairman of the Massachusetts Consumer Council, an’
agency created by the legislature as an independent office in the State
government. Prior to that I served for 5 years as chairman of the
advisory consumer council to the attorney general of Massachusetts,
I was also one of the founders of the Massachusetts Consumep Asso-
ciation. In 1965 T was appointed by the President as a member of his
i nittee on Consumer Interests. I have been twice presi-

From this background T can tel] You without reservation that con-
sumer credit problems have been No. 1 on the Jist of items disturbing
the consumers of this country for the 10-year period during which
I have been connected with the consumer movement. I well remember
that the one strong emotional issue agitating the 200 people who
gathered in 1959 to plan the formation of the Massachusetts Con-
sumer Association was the desire to do something about consumer
credit abuses. N othing in the intervening years has Tesser}ed‘ the inten-

I am proud and happy to say that the efforts of our consumer ,
groups in Massa@husetts, allied with the devoted work of labor and
women’s groups such as the Federation of Women’s,Clu‘bs, have re- .

. sulted in the passage of two credit acts, the Retail Installment Sales
“Act and the Truth in Lending Act. . ' i

Madam Chairman, may T assume that my statement and this article




