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be such an elementary demand of equity and fairnesg that the simple people find
it difficult to understand ‘why legislatures at the state and federal level have
balked for nearly ten years at meeting this simple demand. Social peace and social -
harmony are best Dreserved by the timely elimination and correction of social,. .
political and @onomic abuses wherever or whenever they occur. . - oo

I bave often askeq myself why, since the consumer abuses are not new;-and in
fact even worse things may have happened in our bast history, why suddenly do
‘I see a connection between, these abuses and riots? Maybe because of two thingg,
and now I refer not to the hoodlum elements who are taking]advanta‘gev of this gity-
ation but to the poor misguided slum dwellers, who have been manipulated into
being part of the mass that goes on a holiday spree, Why did older génerations,
why did the Irish, the Ttaliang, the Jéws, the Poles, and so forth work more or
less within the law without resort to civil ‘insurrection to correct inequities and
‘abuses? I wonder if it’s because European civilization hag a long history. of the

1 process and in most cases-is able to be won through the civilized

brocedures of law and government, - S SR G
ther people from other ci'vili'za‘ti:ons: may be mo-re-s;im:ple and direct. They

instinetively see and feel the evil connected with exploitation, usury, and extor-

tion. And they make simple connections between eeonomic injustlc'gs and thiev-"
ery. They think society ig unable or- unwilling to-do anything, Therefore, they
may See nothing wrong at. all with returning one form of thievery for another,

Now, to the extent that our laws and commercial customs have been rigged
in’ favor of the ‘seller ang ‘against the consumer, to that. extent they have
perpetuated an ‘alienation. of the :people—a loss of convietion that they could
work through the orderly processes of government and -law for the amelioration
- of their difficultie, “Too often the law has been used against them. Thig breeds
the conviction that the law and the forces of law and order are the enemy.

This is what T have preached right from the beginning of the Consumer Move-

ment, namely, that government, legislatureg and courts had to convince the gen- o

eral public that they were on the side of fairness and equity to all and were .
not: being manipulated by special interests to hold down, . exploit and .deceive -
the people. - ‘ Lok
Let me say, ‘by way of digression, that I am not heére suggesting a clean-cut
division between white and black, because from Several sources I have been in-
: formedf‘that' the poor people are exploited by black owners and landiordg Jjust as
mueh, it not more, than by any other seller, The main problem we are dealing
‘With here ig not one of color op race, but a problem of ‘economie power and
€conomic justice, R o e g = i :
. Therefore it is high time for the: government of:thig great country, through

nomie, social and cultural life of our cities and our nation.” *
R § might call your attention also to the words of the Archbishop of Detroit
after the recent, sbrry Spectacle. The A'I‘ehbishOp urges us to ask, “wag there
Something T could have done to brevent this?” ‘He says: “Rach of us must begin
to ask himself these questiong: ‘Have‘we?ignov@d for too long the conditions of
- Slum dwellings . . the countlesg humiliation in every-day existence for the poor
who see the Droducts and the rewards of American-middl&clas:s prérsperity, but
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