3. In spite of the bresent policy, welfare fun&s «arfé being used ,bQ*bh,.,ﬁireektly

- and indirectly to pay off a small number of easy credit merchants and small loan
companies,’;particularlyi’n the inner city. ST Y SRR
4. Present welfare policy voiding debt repayment is inoperative as long as the
.ereditor; the more powerful member of the eredit ‘contraet, is ;-nzoftie’faparby of the.
non-payment commitment. - RS e T :
9. There is considerable evidence that g relatively small number of “easy
credit” merchants ang small loan companies are shoth harassing and soliciting
welfare clients and thereby jeopardizing the department’s program for these
'clients»suﬂieien,tly«,to warrant the Speeial attention of the'department, IR
6. Garnishments, shortly following the close of welfare cases, resulting from
overdue debts are undoing the work welfare has done for the families involved.

hensive program on client debt problems, The following questions might suggest
Some areas for discussion : GET T e e
i 1f .debt problems are to pe given more attention by the departmaent"‘,xwha.t

- isinvelved by way of Tetraining of staffto-deal with ‘them? ;
« 2. If the present ~policy--on: debit “repayment -ig ‘inoperative
~might one be drawn which would be more ~fun@.tiona1‘a»n’dzéﬁﬁef er S
3. What can be done to discourage the Small number of easy credit merchants
and small loan companijes from preying upon welfare clients? . L
4. What is ‘required to ~,-en\eou1;agew,el;fare;elients'to«,soliciat.the help of.depart-
mental workers with their.credit problems? g L

S gy ,, ~!"Mn‘;’mN:J.‘HUBER.'
i Assgoiwte‘;Pmﬁe‘sasor, Center for Consumer Aﬁfairs. ;

. Anvarnvsrs OF CIvIL Courp FILINGS oF Los ANGELEB?%’MUM@H@L COURT
; 1. ‘J.NTRODIICTIQN it R

Attachments by way of wage garnishments Trepresent a'large bercentage of
the problems brought to the offices of those assisting the indigent, . R
‘This .and .obviously related problemg motivated a group to run a search ‘of
the Civil Court files of the ‘Los Angeles Municipal ‘Court ( one of twenty-six
Municipal Court Divisions in Losg Angeles County ) in relation to the nature of
suits filed. ‘ : EOR S ,
There wag no pbreconceived idea as to what such a search might reveal; but, in -
part, it was thought that such g search would ‘confirm in most respects ‘the .
findings of a study by George Brunn, “Wage Garnishment in California: A Study
and Recommendations”, December 1965 California Law Review, Vol 93, No. 5,

- and would assist this Committee in consideration of AB 457, :
SN IL COMPILATION oF c1viy FILINGS

Oases filed in the Los Angeleg Municipal Court (fiscal year July 1 to June 30)
were: | T " o Aneles Munte cal yea ; ,‘

' Tofalcases - Percent

T e L LU R e
ST e lozies g

- A07,606 . g

B

par egt@ggs of @a,sqé mgne mntrégtual(inﬁh#tu\re-; ;thé balén,ce Ccmkerbs\autél;adéjden&s;fm.n;véxéida:ofiwfp’ operties;, :
AN falainer, mechanic liens, and irqlated “‘wrongs.”. e fg R S e
Source: Los Angéles m upicipal court pubilic reports,




