CONSUMER CREDIT ‘PROTECTION 'ACT
“ During the ¢orre ponding period of time, the Los. Angeles County Marshal's
Office made attempts’ to levy on ' debtors, or persons holding debtor’s funds as
‘ - 196 5 . .
106465 oo
196566 _oommmmmmmos

34 e S B o S 108, 201 times

i 114, 972 times.
o - e o 127,762 times.
" These figures .are maintained: by the M rehal’s Office, bu;twhet_ne?r-'s,'uch{at‘—
tempt to reach the debtor’s fund were suecessful is not recorded for percentage
determinatiom, =~ A U
i Sl idso TII RANDOM SAMPLING OF OLVIL FILE

" Phe cases filed in. the Los Angeles ‘Municipal Court during the first quarter
of 1965 indicated: = i T e RPN
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Tofal cases filed - .- i e i 20,080 100

Source: Los Angeles municipal court public records.. - -

A. The raxﬁtdom sampling ‘of this quarter® indicated ‘that 84% of ‘the caseés
reviewed: were based on: contractual ‘obligations ;- and, ‘of these, 189 were filed
by assignees. This would indicate that of 21,786 cases filed, 17,050 were filed by
assignees,’ 0r63% of the “total” actions'fited. "+ - R T P

"B, The random sampling as to ‘the amount involved' in the lawsuit indicated
that, in those actions ‘based on contract, 36.56% were for less than $200.00 (Small
Claims jurisdictional ‘amount) ; therefore, 7,915 cases filed in this period were
for “less than $200.00 ‘(approximately 809, of the “total” cases filed in the
Municipal Court). o o '
- 5 IV, DISPOSITION OF CIVIL FILE

The following statistics Tesulting fromx this random sampling of this period
indicates the following as applied to the, contract actions:
1. Answers to the complaint-were filed in only 8% (or 1,743) of the cases.

2. In 5{).5?0 of the cases (Qr\ll»,002f)_,,judg-me’nt against the defendant was en-
tered by default, entrytbeing;made(by.the,.Cr'lerk.of:Qourt, T Lol oo
3. Of 219 of the writs that indicated.a return:on the levy of attachment or

execution: . . R T : IR U ey
© B7% were on wages . . .
219, were on bank accounts
i 18% were on personal property .. i orE AT ’
However,. it is difficult to reconcile ‘this.small number in relation to the total

" bandled by the Marshal’s Department.

o R v. RFLEASE(}E‘ATTAGHMENT e ‘ Lo
 While 2 Epovtio-nvbf the.Code relativé, “t'o the re}lease;‘qf‘an‘ attachment by the
posting of ‘a bond or other security is a possibility, no such release is recently a
matter. .of | record.. Also,. claims for :exemptions from attachment are very
infrequent. ‘ N e edy

" ‘ VI. CONCLUSIONS

‘A;’Eighty“t‘vo‘%% of the actions filed in the Municipal Court are of a contractual
nature. Niiectipe | e BT : :

1 The random’sample was taken for the months of -February, March; April; 1965 s“paged
on a randormn mumbers table, This particular period was taken because. the grouping was
convenjent in ] ocation to working space. Two persons rked independently. .One exsm-
fned. 215 cages, 'the other 285 cises tand. wher hege 1 1dfés were comnared. the dif-
ference in results was minfmal. From this, it wak coriclu@éd thidt the samp : repre
gentative of the whole, even though less than 29, .of. cages. 1 led: ‘grexgr?iWed e

Further, e:p brief corresponding check of the same 'period for 1966 in jcated that the
results wer in accord with what ‘might result from a more extended study.” - . :

3  Agsigneés for.the most part are collection agencles. : ,




