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SUMMARY

A Kansas.statute makes it a misdemeanor for any person to engage “in
the business of debt adjusting” except as an incident to the lawful practice
of law, the statute defining “debt adjusting” as the making of a contract
with a particular debtor whereby the debtor agrees to pay a certain amount
of money periodically to the adjuster, who shall for a consideration dis-

-tribute the money among specified creditors in accordance with a plan

agreed upon.

The plaintiff, engaged in the business of “debt adjusting,” instituted the
present suit in the United States District Court for the District of Kansas
to enjoin the enforcement of the statute on the ground that it violated
plaintiff’s rights under the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amend-
ment. The District Court, sitting as a three-judge court, granted the relief
asked for. (210 F Supp 200.)

On appeal, the Supreme Court of the United States reversed. In an
epinion by BLACK, J., expressing the views of eight members of the Court,
it was held that the statute did not violate the due process clause nor, by
excepting lawyers, deny the equal protection of the laws to nonlawyers. -

HARLAN, J., concurred in the judgment on.the ground that the state
statute bore a rational relation to a constitutionally permissible objective.
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