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_almost. every major point of interest. With the ,,,exceptiop of the Li,ncol\g; Mrem-fg o
orial and the Capitol, almost every other attraction is within easy walking dis-

tance from the Washington Monument. The §mithsonian, the White House, the _
ation erson Memorial, and the Archives are all on or

National Art Gallery, the Jeff
< yery close to the Mall. - ;
"It is my thought that

running the length of the Mall , i

adequately gerve every major tourist attraction withour o=

ing out as would be required by the “Union Station approach.
is the center of attraction, why not keep the emphasis there? SR TN
Of course, parking would be needed, but I think that an. adequate und:erground
garage visitors center, theatre and cafeteria, could beco,n,st}ructed on the Mall. ==
This way, tourists could easily see the Capitol, then return to the area of the ;
museuns and monuments. Congestion in the area of the Capitol” itgelf would . . o
pe reduced, and tourists here would have a much easier way to get back down the =

Mall to the other highlights. o : o R
I realize there are difficulties involved in this scheme. In addition to problems
of construction, it would be much more expensive to the Government. This is the
major reason’ I have supported the Union Station proposal. Stiljl',:.in“fiseeking,a'
solution to this problem, I believe that the ideal golution must not be nfused
with the optimum solution ;- the jdeal must nqp;’mvaribly be sacrificed &Simply
pecause a cheaper, more conVenient alternative}presents itself. And it ig for this
reason that I have taken this time to explain my thoughts ©: the alternatives.
facing us. ‘ - , B O BRI S
The facility needed most of all, however, 18 an adequate and appropriate
visitors center here in the Capitol Building itself. Some: 50 million visitors an-
nually come to the Capitol—and it is. embarrassing to have so little conveniences
~ for them. No center, no resting facilities, practically no, restaurant capable of
handling large groups, few drinking fountains, Do parking ‘space, almost Do
‘restroom facilities. The West Front of the Capitol is ‘closed off, as vigitors are
stopped on the balcon: by asign: “«Danger—No Visitors Allowed”. g
_“Mr, Chairman, ,this.isga.deplox:iable situation. As soon as poss

a si,n’glennderground; railway hfc‘vf‘mg igeveralstox)sland “
from the Lincoln Memorial to the Capitol would

without the need for pranch- .
Sinee the Mall

4 ; sund level and constructﬂ,%i’ibeautifuli,,é;nd‘ useful visitors
center there—or at least somewhere in theCapitol. ~ SRR e
~ Several satellite centers will be needed over the city, but the Capitol ought -
to be Number One. . . L e S e
~Mr. Chairman, thank you again for

Mpr. ProsiE. As a practic
: 1 rould be the
knows, I was one member of the Comm
: yach, and it 18 m position in these two
leave with the committee thismorning. = = =
Of course, I would, have preferred a Tlarge visitors
Mall in the neighbarhdodof 14th, 15th, and 16th
monument. It seemns to me tha e
visitors and that is within w4
 possibly the Linco

16 o be with you this morning.

ink all the Congre wmﬂ%

In Memorial and ]
T think those two points ‘could be connec n ;
rail or some type of conveyance perhaps W& do not know about now,
and you could move people back and forth. T am hopeful some day we
_can have a center like that in that area. R R e R L S
"1t is recommended by some national architects who made a con-
siderable study ~onfthis.*Pract;i‘é'é;lly” gpeaking, T do not think that the
Congress could or would approve that at thispoint. e
~ The second point I would like to leave with the committee is, T
am hopeful one of the first emphases to be given by th committee
of the Congress would be a visitors’ center at the Capit
this is a No. 1 consideration as a Member of

ought to pass.

1. To me

the Congress that we




