NATIONAL ‘vst{mRypEN;rER; ACT - OF _1.9‘;67' : 23

. T encourage our ¢itizens to travel in thig;z;c'ouptryj NATO also ,\yhble-

heartedly supports ;thé,“DiscoV‘er'Americaj’?;_ campaign. NATO: Execu- [

: serves

_as special assistant to Mr. Robert E. Short, chairman of Discover
America,flnc. SRy e e e
At present NATO . is coordinating the«,s’taﬁing;andlopelsati(")n of a
U.S. travel information booth in the U.S. pavilion at ’Ex§o 67. At
this facility we have gathered materials from each of the States and
a staff knowledgeable concerning visitor attractions in the United
‘States. Visitors to the U.S. pavilion can get an introduction to enjoy-

able and educational experiences awaiting them in the States.
"We strongly support a National Visitor Center in the Nation’s
Capital that would provide orientation to past and present Washing-
ton, D.C., and would offer information on the variety and attractive-
ness of all our States and possessions. . .. et
By encouraging visitors from abroad. and U.S. citizens to discover
all of America, the Visitor Center would contribute to our Nation’s
economic growth. The travel industry now ranks third in its economic
contribution to our. Nation, generating over $30 billion annually. In
every State trave is one of the top three income producers. The com-

~ bined ,[iayrolls of 12 of the Nation’s 1arge‘stfc‘ompames'am equal to only
one-ha 1 ,

tive Director James C. Gross, who is present here this mormn%,

£ of this country’s annual tourist ‘expenditures. - ;
The stimulation of travel within this country creates employment
for Americans in all levels of our work force. undreds of thousands
of new jobs for the unskilled and the semiskilled, the ver 7 people we
are trying to help under other Federal programs, is aided through
development of the U.S. travel industry. EE. ST
~ In addition, 2 traveler who visits a community pays‘taxese—sales
tax, cigarette tax, gas tax, lodging tax, and entertainment tax, and
more tax—and this is almost clear profit to an area because the traveler
is not & major tax consumer in the area in which he is visiting.
~ Recognizing the new dollars that travel pours into their States, State
travel director members of NATO are anxious to make known their
States’ special appeal that facilities at the National Visiter Center
should provide such opportunity. - s
By encouraging the discovery of all America, ;the‘N:ational@ViSith'

Center would develop in the foreign visitor an empathy for VA;];n‘er\ica,ﬂ L

as well as contributing to our own citizens’ sense of national pride.

The. foreign visitory as he travels the States, will see the great .

America our citizens of different religions and colors and countries

have built. They will watch us working together today to build a

~ better America for us all. ‘And this lesson will not be lost on our own
~citizens as they travel the States. We the people of the United States

need to discover America. We need to see and share the common herit- b

age and aspirations which can cement us together as Americans.

“In recognition of the importance of encouraging domestic travel, -
Congress 10 1965 passed a joint, resolution calling upon the President
to issue a proclamation urging our citizens and those of other lands
to travel in the United States. This the President has done ‘each year
cince. The establishment of & National Visitor Center would enhance
these efforts to increase domestic travel. RN St




