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Station and .create @ National Yisitors Center. I still have high ‘hopes that 2
snitable location for a monument to. the magnificent story: of mankind’s develop-
ment of tmnsponmtianﬁﬂom the wheel: to. the wing and peyond-~can Ppe found.
This in no way limits my enthusiasm for the proposed use of Unionw Station, as 1
recognize first, the compelling need for a National: Visitors Center in- Washing-
tzon,"and;seﬁom, the ideal suitability of the atation for thispurpose R 5

The need for a National Visitors Center has become more éﬁitinai j.av%em;t;igl;g ey :

years. Few major tourist attractions operate without a eentral and convenient
‘1oeation where wisi\tons:can‘acquamft themselves with the information they ‘need
to make their sojourn m@zw‘en:iayahie;:Wima;msmmg, “Virginia, for: example, ‘has
a visitors eenter where: a short orientation prograir is offered so that visitors
will receive maximun benefit from. their trip. Surely, Was ington, D.C., ‘where
the average: tourist spends only a few days trying to take in the highlights of .
a city which by expert’s count: could exhaust three weeks time, is in need of
o center to assist the traveler to help plan his gtay in ordew that li¢ may make
the most profitable use of this-time. This need grows: as the number of visitors. -
mounts yearly, and more people are in need of such elementary information as
what to see and wheretogo. - P S . "y
" As a proposed Visitors Qenter, Union Station offers geveral advantages. First,

its size; second, its location; third; its - beauty; and finally, the relatively inex-
pensive: cost to the taxpayer to. convert this impressive and imposing: ediﬁcv‘e‘i»nto
o reception center for the millions of Americans and citizens from other nations
who visit this world capital each year. : sl ‘ s L

In the early years of its existence, period pieces noted: that Union Stati_on,f

“contains in the passengerconcourse the largest foom in the world under ome . - :

roof.” Recent D.C. guidebooks suggest that thig faet may: still be true, noting
that in comparison to New York’s Penn and Grand Central Stations, the Union

‘Station concourse is almost as large as the two. combined. That the size is ade-
quate. to handle:the daily crowds anticipated to the Visitors Center is evidenced

by the fact that during World War II, the Station handled over 100,000 persons -

per. day; up to 175,000 on holidays. It was closed only once due to over-capacity
and that was on December 24, 1944, when an estimated 250,000 persons jammed
the Station. AS further proof of its size, the Station once served as the dining
facility for 3,000 persons. In 1936, when the engineers at the Third World Power.

all of the delegates, only Union Station. was large enough and the waiting room
was converted for the banquet.. N ! g
Union Station is ideallyﬂlocated for-a Visitors Center. It has been called at
various. times,. the “gateway to. the eity,” “gateway to the Nation,” and by one
magazine, as & . the grandest front door in the world.” Surely, there is no more
imposing or appropriate introduction to the citadel of democracy, and the seat
of our Nation’s Government, than the vista of the Capitol with its majestic
dome that greets the visitor as he emerges from the main door of the Station.
It isas preathtaking to ‘the uninitiated as to those of usg- ‘who have focused on
Citin awe»th-roughout the years. BT e e o
Long recognized as A puilding of great peauty in its.,;wn.‘ri‘ght, the Union
Station was hailed as “the most beautifulwbuildin'g; arehite‘cturany\r in Ameriea,” "
by the American Architect magazine when the building first opened. And.
over the years this vast Roman palace of shining white Berthel granite with its
central pavilion modeled after the. Areh of Constantine has been cited as an ‘
ingpiring example of the.true conformation of function and design. In.the style
and the use of materials it is both ornamental and aseful. As such, the “White:
House consultant was prompted to note: “Union Station is a sienificant land- &
mark with historie and esthetic value to the National Capital, and as part of our
Capital’sheritage, it.should be preserved.” L ' B :
"~ Tor this reason alone, many have: asked that Union Station be saved “from.
the fate suffered by New York City’s Penn Station. I have received letters from
such organizations and groups as Downtownfl"nogress,'the' National Trust for
~ Historic Preservation, and the Commisgion of Tine Arts, to name a few, all of
whom - concur On. the ome: point that: Uniomf‘swna;tion'ought to be preserved. And
most. agree that a. fitting use of this stately and dignified structure would be a8

a National Visitors' Center. _ ; T o S e E
A final argument in behalf of the proposal before this Committee is the low
cost of the project. Assuming there.is: agreement:that 2 National Visitors Center
isa necessity, the: e@mpar‘a;tiv.efcoqsrt;»betwfeen;demalis'hing an existing structure to
- make way for a new one and renovating an texisting;bm‘—lding«to serve the purpose

Conference were in need of a hall large enough to permit:a sit-down dinner for - .




