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and study you '?haye given this matter and all of us Wlsh to express
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This will be most Impressive to the millions of our citizens,
school children, and foreign visitors coming each year to Washington,
Our organization has always been interested in the acute parking
problems in Washington, With 4,000 parking places at the %ig\itors
Center, and 8,500 in this project, 7,500 off-stroet parking sites will
relieve at least some of the bresent need. We are equally interested in ;
business conditions downtown. There 1is no question that business 18
now drifting west, but ’the_ma:jor\ re;ta,il‘esta;b,ishmgnts are all located

‘buses from the city streets, the replacement of the present inadequate
terminal facilites, and the provision for the firat time of modern com-
- Muter bus facilities will al] combine to make g lasting and needed
Improvement to Washington. AR L
. One point T should like to bring to your attention is the cloge rela-
~ tion between this exposition and the Smithsonian Institute, The latter

living and more employment for its citizens, = L R .

Mr. Chairman, T thank you for the opportunity of appearing before

your committee on these two matters which mean 80 much to Wash-
Ington, and I ay preciate your accepting me in place of the president of

the board of trade, T S s T
Ir. Gray. Thank you very much for a very fine statement. On yes-

terday I announced i;‘ha;t-the tourists are spending on the average of

frustration of no place to park,et cetera, - ol
On that basis, if we were tq consider that we could get the Visitors
Center established and allow people to park their cars, they could see

Washington in an orderly manner, and, say, if we could double their
stay to an average of 4 days, this could mean an additional $400 mil-
lion to the merchants and the

tourists. '

people in the Washington ares, spent by




