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- ExTENDED REMARKS, OF LEONARD B. D.OQG;ETT, JR., PRESIDENT,. THE
‘ ‘ - METROPOLITAN WASH’I‘N‘GTON“ Boarp op Traor .

. The unanimous consent of. the Commiittee: to extend my remarks is genuinely
appreciated. I would like to make reference to certain brograms:-for the better-
ment of Washington in which our organization is taking the leadership,
. We have made clear our Support for the proposed “Exposition and Transporta-
tion Center” and the Visitors Center at UnionStation, I would like to point out
Some. very immnt;antaadditiomal benefits to our N ational Capital which wil} How'
fram,theﬁccns,tmc“ti‘on and operation of these facilities, - - R PR
The Board of Trade is fully committed to programs designed to generate em-
Dloyment opportunities and strengthen the economic “health of Metropolitan
Washington based upon a dynamic and Progressive central eity. N
-~ We are deeply involved in developing ways to brovide new job opportunities
for all of our ‘citizens. The Exposition and Transportation Center Will provide
several thousand such new opportunities, We believe the health of this city de-
pends upon maintaining a mutually beneficia] balance between private business
development ang the'é:‘ipanding needs of the United States Government in its
Federal City: In view of the steadity growing federal establishment from a physi-
cal and land use point of view, the Board of ‘Trade‘believes that a project. with
the potential of the Exposition and Transportation Center should be welcomed
with open arms. The creation of jobs in large quantity without the use of federal
funds is difficult to achieve ‘in our Hon-industrial é;rea«;and‘the’;ﬁEXpo-s‘iti’bn‘“and
Transportation’ Center is, in our judgment, a tremendong f("ap«p@rtunity‘ to-do’ just
that. We want to emphasize that in the mid(staofiahost of eritical probléms facing
this urban area, we believe the prospect of several thousand new Jjobs, many of
which would be open to our disadvantageq citizens, ig a big “plus™ faetor that
should not pe overlooked. . A v d ' ’
Bqually of importance is the great need to expa

3 nd the tax base of the Distriet

-of Columbig, The new Distriet Government is faced with a host of critical prob-
~lems and virtually every effort to solve them requires huge amounts of ‘tax dol-
lars. We understand he annual real estate tax alone on the Exposition and Trans-

bortation Center is estimated at $3,500,000 per year, a very substantial sum. For
example, this figure is two and one-half times the 1966 tax revenue realized from
the Southwest Urban Renewal Area, a federal urban renewal .DProject begun in
the District of Columbia in 1954. It is more than two and ene-half times ag much
money as is being recommended for vocational education operations in D.C. in
the 1968 budget. Therefore, in a city where about half the land area is not on the

tax rolls and where the need for Trevenue is so urgent, the Board of Trade -be-
lieves that every reasonable opportunity to generate tax dollars. should be en-’
couraged. The Exposition and Transportation Center represents, as far as we
know, the largest single proposal for completely private development that has
ever been made in the Distriet of Columbia, == L s DI
. The Board of Trade has, throughout its 78-year history, recognized and sup-
- ported the bredominant federal interest in Washington. Both the Visitors’ Center
and the. Exposition and Transportation Center will be facilities of national impor-
tance. This city belongs to all the citizens of the United States. The Visitors’

~.Center ang the Exposition and Transportation Center will be imaginative addi-

-tions to. Washington serving all the millions of beople whe. will come to Visit their
National Capital. Indeed, if we do not provide adequate visitors’ faeilities and
greatly improve the transportation system of our city, it may well pe that within
‘a few years the Nation’s Capital will not be considered a convenient and attrac-
tive city to visit, . S i e : o

I appreciate the opportunity to present thig additional testimony in support
of the broposed Visitors’ Center and the. Expositiqn; and Transportation Center.
. Thank you. L R e T T i
 Mr. Scrweners, Al} of you ought to speak more of this and think
more of this. ot e

Mr. Gray. Very good point from the gentleman from Towa. i

’I‘he;next»wwnessis‘Mr. Claude A. Jessup, eastem(ehalrmasn, Con-
tinental Traitways Bus Systems. T am dehghtedf* to see you, Mr. Jessup,
and appreciate your coming this morning. T T




