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of every State, territory, and possession of the United States as well
asthe Distriet of Columbia, ‘ R
It is a recognized fact that travel stands third in this country as
an industry. One needs only to look at the tremendous increase in
pleasure visitor and convention traffic in the ~‘Wa‘shington’ area.
~ Prior to Worlg War II, visitors here numbered between 1 and 2
million per year. In 1950, tourists and convention delegates numbered
about 8,300,000, In 1960, this ficure increased to 7 Y5 million. In the i
last several years, we have‘ha,f the large total of ver 9.5 million
‘Ppleasure and convention visitors, : v B
Undoubtedly, this will increase to 15 and even 20 million within g
~relatively short time, These will be purely tourists and convention =
- delegates. The pure business visitors, of course, increase thege figures
by a%ditional’millions. R , . L
~ This is more than purely commercial business. The Opportunity pre-
sented by this city—to teach all our visitors the true fundamentals of
fmocracy as exemplified by the shrines, memorials, and by the day-
by-day democratic Processes—is one we should not Jet pass. v
Lost often the visitor to Washington does not have more than a few
days to spend here, particularly for sightseeing, Many of them go away

without having had the chance to get the most meaningful results from
their visit, . , »

- visuals leading the visitor to hig principal Interests—with intelligently |
- Presented information to the hundreds of thousands of students.”
© with dramatie displays and nformation to the everj-,incre'asingnum-

~ ber of visitors from overseas—only with this kind of serviee can the
visitor be properly rewarded. R e

We assume from the'language and the tenor of H.R. 12603 that the
need for and the desirability of a visitor information center has al-

ready been established in Congress, o g b

s this committee we]] knows, desirable locations for a visitor cen-
ter in Washington are fast disappearing; H.R. 12608 grasps an exist-

1ing structure which could be relocated over the vast railroad tract area

- adjacent to Union Station. A new station could be built which would
‘be much more efficient and more adaptable to current and projected
railroad passenger needs, , N ' e e

his would then release the present Union Station structure for

- such alterations as would be required to provide the Vitallyknecessary ]
Visitor Center. PR ~ i




