- see this Capital and the wonderful places here.
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‘meaning of the things they see, so that. this has been a broad endeavor,

- tackling what has been, I think, one of the very serious lacks.
I personally think it ought to be as much fun to see Washing-
‘ton as it is to see Colonial Williamsburg or Disneyland or any-
-thing else. We ought to and we can construct a Visitors Center facility
and a transportation system so that those Americans and people
from abroad who come here can easily and readily, and with delight,
' , S);*this is our begin-
ning point, and I know the members of this committee share the

‘Commission’s desire to see thisend result. Do :
The Study Commission, Mr. Chairman, divided itself into three

- subcommittees, as you well know. We had a subcommittee to study
~ a site or sites—I think this was the key subcommittee—and the chair- e
- man of this subcommittee presided over it. A number of sites were =~
- studied. It was the view of this subcommittee, and the full Com-

mission concurred, that the projected increase in visitation to this city
over the next 15 years would, in the long run, require more than
- one facility to meet the demands of the millions of visitors ‘who will
comehere. S : » L
‘The Subcommittee on Information and Interpretative programs,

kS ~chaired by Congressman Fred Schwengel of Towa, and the Subcom-
~ mittee on Transportation and Parking, chaired by Senator Joseph

Tydings of Maryland, also gave much time and attention to these
aspects of visitor accommodations, and we keyed these reports to-
gether into the final report of the full Commission. =~~~
~The main conclusion of the Commission was that the logical place
to build the first Information Center and large parking facility was
the Union Station, which is of course located in a very convenient
and appropriate place to serve as a Visitors Center. =~
~ Union Station was the unanimous choice of the Commission. We
have, as part of our final study on this, retained consultants and I

~ want them to make a presentation here in just a moment that will

: ive the committee a very clear cut idea of what kind of Visitor
- Center we would have, what kind of facilities would be provided, how

- the whole thing would function. And I think this will be a very exciting
and very promising beginning, and particularly when we key this
in with a convenient parking facility and key it in with a minibus

service that will run a constant path near the main monuments in the.

- city, where we will have a service by which the city is interpreted
- to people not only in the Visitor Center itself, but in the transporta-
- tion facilities which are provided. R T

- I think this can make Washington really come alive to the visitor
‘and make it an exciting experience for any American. =~ ‘

. Mr. Chairman, in our official report, I would like to call the atten-

~ tion of the committee to two or three suggested amendments to the

- legislation. It is our feeling that in order to give us adequate flexibility
for the future, the Secretary of the Interior should have afu"thoritgx to
as

- purchase and invest Federal money in the improvements as well a;

the authority to enter into a lease arrangement. LR e
- We just feel that it is better to have all the options available for the
~future. S R K , '
~ We further suggest, concerning the figure of $2,935,000 annually
as a lease figure, that rather than writing this in the legislation, we




