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first read of what the Secretary was planning to do, we went to the Séc-‘
retary~a.ctually to one of his assistants—and pointed out the prob-
lem, Ppointed out to him that there wag this Cpm’pa‘ct‘that we had

the Commission where the’ requisite determinations of the compact
would be made, : S e BT e
~The Secretary’s representatives just did hot—well, to put it bluntly,
I think they thought T wag crazy. They just said, “Well, that is absolu-
tely ridiculous. You cannot possibly have any jurisdiction here, This is
national park ground and we have complete jurisdiction over jt.»
AndI saig, “Well, T am Very sorry, you know, I just cannot accept that

idea, and so now let’s talk about how to get a determination of it in

. The last thing T wanted to do was to find the CommiSSion in the posi-

Mr. SoHwENGEL, That was the result temporarily ¢ CoTi
Mr. Avery. Unfortun'ately that was the result. Xnd then the court—
you know, you always start to wonder whether you are crazy or not-—
and the court finally said 110, you are right ; you, the Co'mmission, are
right. That is the way the law is. The law is that the compact applies
~ tothis service, : R T LS N e
It was just recently that was decided by a three-judge panel. A !
The Interior ‘Department. agked the full nine-panel bench of. the
superior court to reconsider that and they refused. So the entire nine-
panel bench has held what we said was the law was in fact the law,
Mr. Scuweneer, Tn the meantime, they have not been able to accom-
modate the visitors? . 5 TR T
Mr. Avery, Unfortunately‘ the service never. got implemented, be-
cause the Secretary chose to pursue the court case and the court service
‘could not be instituted. , ‘ TR L Py e
r. SCHWENGEL. So you actually blocked. public service? That was
the effect.of your interference ? e TE T
Mr. Avery, To my great chagrin, the answer to that is “Yes”
- Mr. ScuweNGEL. Now let me ask you this: Based upon the record,
how Jong does it take your Commission to respond to applications? -
Ontheaverage.», NS SRR T ) et
~ Mr. Avery. Well, I think 5 certiﬁcaftionaproceedin‘g could be: ¢om-
pleted ‘in—well, T do not know, 60 days. I would say 60 days. That
-i'srfgiving'everybody' a chance to be heard and giving the Commission
time to write its oplnion., el L e
Under our rules we have to give 25 days’ notice before the hearing
can start. That ig the one fixed time period. ,:But~even,~:that‘, ‘we . could
shorten that time, But that is the one fixed time period, 25 days. Then
we could have the hearing, whatever length of time that ‘would last,

and then whatever briefperiodvqf time it takes to get out an opinion,




