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The terminal, first, is already going to be the southern end of our American
version of the Japanege Tokyo-Tokaido high speed rail line; and will link the
Visitor Center and .the ‘bysi’ngss district of'Washington with Philadelphia, New

if the origin and destination are not over 250 to 300 miles apart. Where com-
petition existg among products, our:-economy seems to give the nod more 'to
bromotional efforts than to absolute scientific proof of product superiority. It
seems likely that the Visitor Center will contribute substantially to the aceept-
ance of the Northeast Corridor rail project by making the terminus attractive,
by providin‘g»services,' ‘and by easing the problems of transpor!;atio;n after arrival,

way should link them easily to the Zoo and to Arlington Cemetery. Someday the
lines will undoubtedly be extended to National Airport ang Dulles, thereby mak-
ing the Visitor Center and Union Station a desirable airline terminal. Rapid
service can also be provided from Union Station to Friendship Airport, rein- -
forcing the importance of the Visitor Center. BRI : i o
 Third, the Visitor Center could be connected to the airports: by - helicopter,
though the effective. provision of subway and rapid rail service might reduce
the need for helicopter Service, since the rail mode is not.subject to disastrous
slowdowns at exactly rush hour when the major demand exists to get to and
from the airports. Any reduction in the need for helicopter service would be
viewed with favor by the residents of the -area. The Very noisy experience with
the experimental service between the site for the Third Congressional Library
Building and the three airports led many residents to hope that these vehicles
Wo‘l:zﬁd fly closer to the halls of the legislature and the offices of business than
to them, ' v e
A fourth mode of transportation is the highway bus, Currently the bus sta-

Authority terminal, but superior in location and accessibility to the other trans-
portation modes ang to the places of interest. = . - S L
We are conscious that nothing gets done ‘unless there is some tangible profit
above the general benefit to the community and the nation, Doing good is not
enough. There may even be Some current commitments and vested interests which

would make the transfer of the facilities difficult, We would hope that the Com.

mission would exert itg influence and the executive bowers of the city to effect
the transfer ; howeVer,’there‘may’be Other‘inqucement‘s. S - B

Here it could also serve as an Jinspiration and edhc‘ational;'institution, to “the
youth of America who are touring their ‘Nation’s Capital, Mr: Schwengel’s
interest in immersing the youth in the history of our country could be supported
by a prevue of the future. It is suggested ‘that American manufacturing industry
would pay well for such a prestigious show room. - S R '
- We hope that the Commission, which has functioned so_effectively thus far,
will be able to complete its negotiations Successfully, and will be able to achieve
the potential of this most exciting project, a transportation and visitor center
which can literally be an American showease to the world, Many of us are tired




