NATIONAL visiTog CENTER AcT op 1967 - 269 ,

Sing favorable comments on the broposed Center wrote as follows :

Others expres
“ National Visitor Center would, 1 bel‘ieve, be an asget to Planning one’s visit,

“I like the idea of g Center, We should do aj1 necessary—on 4 pay-for-itself
basis—tg make a vigit to Washington, D.C., a really meaningful.‘ experience for
all Americang,” o S S o

“I - would hate to sée»‘Washington, become extremely eommer'cialized' due to ity
great historica) background. Yet, the crowds that do flock to Capitbl»Hillj demand
new measures, Be careful not to Over-commercia]jze it . S o

Not all of the comments were favorable T ’

. “T feel that a large expenditure, of money in Washington for the benefit of
Visitors ig Plain wagste L , , . , -
“T feel there are much more urgent ang worthwhile DProjects for our Federa] ,

really have to Spend money on items like thig (Nationa] ‘Visitor Center),
S;pending hag :to‘ stop Somewhere anvd‘ the above does hot seem to me tobe g heces-

Mr, ’Ohairman,'like many of Iy constituents who responded to the poll, I o
not question the need for such a Center, T support the general concept, and believe
that it would go a long way toward ~improv.1ng ’Washington’s t,ou‘risyt_ envir‘onmen-b

rid, . : PR
believe that the selection of Union Station for a visitor center is g Wise
cheice. Union Station is one Of the mogt beautify] bu»ildings-lin‘Washington,and.
is a fine example of classic"architecture. It should pe Dreserveq. : e
¥ major concern—ang one Wwhich wag expressed by g humber of my constitu-
S,

Some of the 8ross statistics ape on the table, particﬁlarly with regard to the
conversion of Union ‘Station, All of the changes, improvements and modificationg
Will be made by the owners of Union Station, whe would then lease the revised

or example, it jg ooﬁtémplated that the 4,000 barking spaceg provideﬁ by the
center woulg bring in most of the Tevenues, el : s
Statistics on income from othep concessions anq operating costs of the Center.

- making up an annual defieit. - ‘ G ,, S

The concessions which will be included in the facility are subject to the agree-

ment this pi]] authorizes the Secretary of the Department of the Interior ‘to make

with. the owners of Union Station, The existence or scope of re‘stauxfant facilities

are not now Spelled out, ‘ : ey e

~ With.so many matters up in the air and left tq the discretion of the Secretary,

it is hoped that the Committee wij| include in jtg bill certain terms which must be

on, ‘

1, Park‘ing'facilities on
2, Restaurants jn the ar
g. Public transportation
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