276 . NATIONAL VISITOR CENTER ACT OF 1067

 We certainly hope that it is not the intent of Congress to destroy numerous
carriers who have authority to provide sightseeing service, who have buses, and.
who have experience in the sightseeing business. L ‘
: Wejrespectfully request that Section 5 be deleted from the legislation to
create a National Visitors Center. : : ;
Sincerely yours, - - o
Georee L. KRAUSSE, President.

com———

 DowNTOWN PROGRESS, ,
NATIONAL CAPITAL DowNTOWN COMMITTEE, INc., ..
_ ' Washington, D.C., September 18, 1967
Hox. Georee H. FALLON, ; :
Chairman, Committee on Public Works, ‘ T
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. o -

Dear MR. FALLON :- Downtown Progress, the National Capital Downtown
Committee, Inc., is pleased to express its enthusiastic ‘support for HL.R. 12603,
the «“National Visitor Center Act of 1967.” Our Organization, formed by civic
and business leaders in the Washington area, has had a strong interest in the

- subject of vigitors to Washington since we began activities in 1960, and we have
developed a great deal of useful information about visitors to the Nation’s
Capital and about facilities to meet the needs of visitors. R o
The “Visitor Study: Visitor Economic Support and Facilities for Downtown
Washington, D.C.” prepared under our direction by the Stanford Research
Institute, and published in 1961, was the first comprehensive study ever under-
taken of the volumes and characteristics of visitors to the Nation’s Capital. It pro-
vided the background information necessary for estimating future visitor volumes,
and for identifying facilities required to meet the needs -of * visitors. In 1963,
we directed the preparation by Boo0Z; Allen & Hamilton, Inec., of “A Planning
~ Study for a National Visitor and Student Center in Washington, D.C.,” which

contained proposals for a program, and for th'e space requirements for a
National - Visitor and Student Center, and which. suggested several possible
locations, for such a center, based on objective locational criteria. For your
information, we are enclosing copies of the highlights of each of these ‘studies.
We already have furnished to the National Visitor: Center Study Commission
copies of the full report by Booz, Allen & Hamilton, Inc. : R

In the preparation of the National Visitor and Student Center study, we

were assisted by an advisory committee with representatives from the National
‘Park Service, the United States Civil Service Commission, the United States
Travel Service, and the Washington Convention and Visitors Bureau, and with
observers from the National Capital Planning Commission. We met, as well,
with representatives of a number of _private organi‘za'tionsfand public organiza-
tions interested in visitors to Washington, and the final report was benefited by
this participation. In the reviews of the proposal that we bave conducted with
many groups since that time, we have encountered widespread interest and
support for the concept of a N tional Visitor Center. R v

On the basis of our studies and our contacts with interested organizatidns,a‘nd
individuals, we pelieve that the provisions of H.R. 12603 will permit the develop-
ment of a National Visitor Center that will make it possible for millions of
visitors to derive more meaning and enjoyment from their trips to the 'Nation’s
Capital in the future. ~ ,

If we can be of any service to you, please do not hesitate to call on us at
any time. v : ,

Sincerely,

. .

Ropurr C. BAKER, President.




