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Hienrienrs o THE. “‘P_LANNING‘,STUDY FOR A NATIONAL VISITOR AND SrupENT
- CENTER 1IN WasHINGTON, D.¢.” Tt %

(Summary of 5 study prepared for Doi%vntdwn Progress,:the Ni étionalfcapi’tal” e
owntown Committee, Inc., by Booz, Allen & Hamilton, Inc)) . e

Concept of the National Visitor and Student Oenter

minister to the needs of visitors tQWashmgton, the National Visitor and Student
Center has been conceived as follows : : e
The Center would be g single building, with adjacent barking, designed and
_equipped to receive and orient visitors and students, to brovide for their basic
heeds of comfort and convenience; and to assist them ‘in moving-eXpediti‘ously
to other parts of the Nation’s Capital, where interests generated by the programs:
in the Center would be satisfied in greater depth. i R
The orientation brograms would cover three themes : ' ‘
I. History of the‘United‘States. e
- IT, Organizaytionand operation of our Government, :
I. Development of the National’s Capital, ~
These themes would be presented by means of films, exhibits, ang other
dia. ‘ ' :

Structure ang Site Requirements

The Center would be designed to,accommod&te visitor volumeg of 50,000 op
more a day which would be achieved during the 1970’s. : , S e

The size of g structure to housexthe'theaters, exhibit Space, and services for
the expected attendance would be between 152,000 square feet angd -200,000
Square feet, with adjacent parking facilitieg to provide for an ultimate capacity
of 4,000 automobiles, With multilevel construction a site of at least 7.5 -acres
would be requireq, ‘ : ‘ : e
Ll Propo.sed'_l;ocatiom

Two desiraple locations for this Center, determineq by detailed quantitative
and qualitative analysis, would pe: B e : S
1. At Massachusetts and New J ersey Avenues, adjacent to the broposed
Center Leg‘Freeway; : : ‘ S
2. Union Station. . e ‘ ~
B s - Bstimated Costs « L
The cost of g new structure and site for the N ational Visitor and Student Center -
is estimated at $12 milljon, o ‘ g , "
‘The cost of the required barking structures anq site is estimated at $13 million,
This cost could be amortized from parking revenues, - ,
Thus, the total initial capital outlay required might pe about $25 million of
which $12 million would not be subject to amortization, AP ~
These costs would increase, of course, if specia] Inonumentgq] -architecture ig-
* Specified, or if additional open lang i3 desired around the Center, : :

Commission with membersdrawn from appropriate publie agencies and private
- organizations should be appointed to Provided policy guidance with respect to
programs and operations.‘ : '




