' MONDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1067 Tl
| ' Housn or ‘REPRESENTATIVES,
~ SUBCOMMITTER ON CoMMUNICATIONS AND Power, T
CoMMITTEE ON INTERSTATE Axp FormioN CoMMERCE,
o e Washington, D.C..
The subcommittee met at 10 a.m., pursuant to notice, in room 2123,
‘Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Torbert H,"M@cdonald_({cha;g—f el

" man of the subcommittee) presiding.

 Toronto, Canada, I believe.

e Mr.'MAcDoNALD;,Thé/ hearing will come to order.
~The hearing this morning is on H.R. 12435 deal
~ tion television. I think that under the circumstances, because
~ of the misapprehensions that I have heard circulated, perhaps at t
. outset T Wo’u{)d like to briefly review the history of subscription
vision and our interest as a committee init. i
~As all of us know, the Federal Communications Commission first
‘authorized experimentation with over-the ibscription televisi
 in 1950. Early experiments were conducted
 andLosAngeles. .
~ Subsequently, a much broader expe tw
in 1962 in Hartford, Conn. I also know, alth
~ the slip, that there was some experimen

" The experiment in Hartford has recently beeh CODC TGS
the conclusion of the Hartford experiment the Federal Comm
~ tions Commission has proposed an order establishing certain rulesto
 rogulate the operation of subseription television throughout the

~country. Lo e P Lt
' These hearings today are not concerned with onter
~ proposed order and the regulations which the Comr issior
~under study. That proceeding involves the subst: nee of the
" subscription pay regulations should take. We
~ those in these hearings but what we are col
basicquestions.
Namely, should Congress authorize subscri

) yuld C tion television? Should
Congress prohibit subscription television ¢ Wl}l)l subscription television
~serve the public interest? These hearings, therefore, are held for two
bSO DUFROReR e e el s e
‘First, Congress has delegated to this committee the responsibility e
to oversee the operations of certain independent regulatory agencies
~ and to make certain that each is acting within the scope of its statutory
oauthomiby, - e s gttt e e
~As we on the committee so well know and most of you in the room
_ are well aware, those agencies were created by Congress and Congress e

.(1); L




