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ABC adds, however, that the Commissiohfshdu1d7makesit&clear«that STV;iS;not;‘j -
intended to dispupt the existing structure of free TV, inéludihg‘netwdrkV R
- service, and that it should place,STV[prOpOhents'onfnbtice that: the fact
‘thatknoﬁrestrictivejrulés are. adopted does not;meéh*that'cheyimight not .

be at soie future date if found to be necessary to préserve that-structurg.'7

141, As opposed to' the aforementioned vieys that there be no imj-
“to" the communities in which STV may ‘operate, both proponents

and opponents suggest che*contrary, Thus; Acorn, a Proponent, believes that

STV should not deprive anyone of -free TV that he now has, and therefgre thinks.

it inadvisable to allow SIV operations over existing stations in one-station

communities, ' The more stations in a communtfy, the less the effect of STV
over one. of "them would bey  Acorn states, Onftheyother hand, j¢ geaq no reason
arbitrarily tg restrict STV only to the larger markets since in some cases it -
i would appear that stv wotild MOt undermine free TV service.: Wheteverfposstble,
... -Acorn deems it best to conduct STV operations over new stations, for this

services available, ‘Of the same view is the Joint Committee which urges
that; if STV is to be permitted, it should be’limited‘to communities: withip
the Grade A contours of at least four commercial TV stations, for this would
be consistent. with the goal of the Commission to Promote parity,among;the.“
networks., . It was this policy which underlay the conditions of the Third
Report, it ig said, and the Hartford trial Provides np b&sisffOr‘changihg,v_
‘that policy, However, the Joint Committee would superimpose'oh such a rule’
the additional requirement that, if a market is one‘ofktheftop‘loo, there,«'

that such a requirement existy for CATV in spite ‘of the voluminous information
available about CATV which wag prepared by Drs, Seiden and Fisher, the National
Community Television Association,“CBS, and AMST,*so;that g fortiori there ¢
should be such g hearing requirement for STV about which much less is known,

: 143, - AMST, in discussing this as wel] as:dther‘issues,~says that
the very fact that the issues have been posed ;ecognizés~fathét than cures the
incompatibility of STV and free TV, With regard ‘to this issue it argues that -
to .restrict STV to the largest markets will not Prevent the,pre-empting of -
free time from free TV and that in such markets more people would be deprived
of this time, McClendon expresses the view that STV shsuld not be petmitted -
over VHF stations in multiple-station markets having at least. one UHF or one
independent vyp station if those VHF stations broadcast One or.more hours of

- Network programming during prime time, This, it ig suggested, would correct
the economic imbalance between UHF'and'VHF stations,




