- 235, In addi;ion,'although we do not adopt a.rile on the SUbjéct,

we shally as with applications for new. free TV stations, ‘follow the policy of
requiring STV applicants to demonstrate financialfability to continue operations
for a ‘period of one year. This will apply not only ‘to applicants for new
stations wishing to provida: STV service, but also to applicants for STV Opera-.
tions over existing stations. . In addition to the usual ' :
such a financial showing -in the case of applications for free TV,scatioﬁs, the
‘requirement will here have t e'addedkfunctidn of Protecting subscribers in

the following way: It appears from the Hartford trial that in additjion to

weekly or monthly decoder rentdl fees, subscribers may: be charged an installation
fee (in the case of Hartford, :$10.00): By assuring against early cessation of
service,'this‘investment of " the subscriber is given,some,measure of protection.
This Tequirement, as suggested, will run to the scation»applicant and not. .

to franchise holders,‘although_itkmay involve inquiry into financial status

of ‘the latter if station applicant and franchise holder are~¢ommon1y,qwned.

: . 236, Telemeter suggests that, assuming that the Commission estabs
lishes a'class'of,éligible'statiOns, STV should be madelavailéblé'to‘all\sta~
tions within‘thatvclass, subject to the ability of the station.to work out
satisfactory terms with apPrOpriate parties;?such as the ‘franchise holder.
It further states, assuaing that STV ig Permitted over more th&h‘one.3t3§ion

in‘aAcommnnit&, that just as,a‘network:may'make‘anjéxcipsiv !
arrangement With a station in a market . hou
to negotiate with

. do so, :

: 237. ABC believes that STV should be ma t
statipns~on'a nOn:discriminatory basis, but thinksg that at this time a policy"
‘statement on thé matter is all that is required. 1f for any reason diserimi-
natory practices should ocecur.in’the future, the Commission1¢ouid“regulate :
them. Zenith and Teco state that no problem could érise.infthis regard unti]
more'thah-one'station’is*authorized to carry on STV ‘operations in a community,
Because they believe it unlikely that in the foreseeable‘future there would
be more than one station applying for STV authorization in the same bommuni;y,j

éommunity. By that time, they say, there will be more experience with STV. .
and thus a better basis for'dealinngi:h the problem which will exist.,

: 238, Lonelusiong. We~have‘already detarmined that ‘a1l ‘UHF and VHF
television broadeast stations are eligible to conduct STV~6perations. However,
- since we today. adopt rules limiting STV operations. to one‘station' in a com-
munity, possible discriminatory problems with regard to making technical
equipment available to all stations in a community are moot, Of course,
Possible problems on a national scale are conceivable. For example, a party




