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. SUMMARY OF HARTFORD SUBSCRIZTION TV TRIAL
. AND ZENTTH-TECO OROJECTIONS BASED, THEREON

The information présented‘héfey‘eiéépi where otheiwisé
indfcated, is based on materiql,concained,in the Zenithdreco con=
ments and the RKO General response to the Commission questiogngire. it

* js intended to provide & convenient summary of the facts and conclusions
as :eporced by the petitioners. : EETN e

;Egggs‘ggggg the Hggtfg;g'SEbscrintion Televisibh (sTV) Trial - 3 Year Ekgegggggexif

1. This service was introduced by RKO's stat#pn'WBcr,uchAnnel 18
in June 1962 in Hartfords Connecticut, which is-part of the Hartford=
New Haven televisioﬁ1market. This market is-served»by‘ocher stations :
affiliaced with all 3 networks. The net weeklylcirculation of‘this;matkec,
is‘approximately 800,000 homes (ARB, 1965) which is the number. of homes
egtimated to be tuned in at least once & week to the~largasb station:
WT1C, Channel 3. The net weekly circulation of WHCT Channel 18, prior
to its STV experiment was 108,000 homes . o T :

2. During the evening houfs,’and saturday and Sunday;afternOQnd.
station WHCT» Charinel 18, c:ansmitted a scrambled signal whichucould
be viewed intelligibly only. by those having a decoder attached to their

_set. The decoder was installed for A:SIO*ins;allation fee and a rentsl
‘fee of $3.25}per_nonth.i‘A;1 service calys;wers mﬂdefﬁrge~o£ charges

3. By means of a weeklyhptOgram‘schedule (suppiemehted;by e
newspapervads and 1istings), each gubscriber was advised of‘the“sub—
gcription features toO be shown, the time and the pricey and was given~‘
a code number for each feature. FoOr exampley the movie” "What Ever
Happened to Baby Jane' was 1isted for a price of §1 and was shown
Monday, July 1,‘1963.(00de Number 115E)s and Thursday. July 4 (Code
 Number 111D), at 9 P.M. Sﬁbscribefs'wiahtng‘to~see the movie simply
set the code‘numbzr'in the decoder and the:picture became unscfambled.»
The code number of each Egature'yiew¢d and the price of the feature
- was autcmatically“pfinted on~a'tap¢;iwhichfthe subscriber removed each
~ month and nailed to RKO with his check foffthe'cb"al/amount‘£or’:he :

. programs viewed plus ;he;monthly‘rental charge.: i o

b BKO‘intended to commence operations after 2,000 décoders
had -been installed, and "1oned,tdward'tnstpllation of 10,000 decoders
- by the end of the girst year of trial. A paximum of 50,000‘subbctibers='“
is contemplated o -« * ML Actual‘opetccions’scatccd wiﬁh*iaﬂar,than?’
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