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wants to get as much circulation and as much audience in every. com-
munity in the United States as he:.can. But the ball teams that own
“the rights to television ‘exhibition condition their contracting thof
rights on such conditions as this. It is a condition that is 1m
us, none that we either wish or initiate. el R S inion Bl
~‘Mr. MACDONALD. Could you not refuse, if they blacked out a certain

area, and you have said this is a-bad \,practice—eandl(couldngt agree
with youfmoree—could you not refuse to let the rest of your‘;"network -
“carry that game! Youare nohentmelyhélpless i this. . e i
“Mr. Apams. We are not entirely elpless but there is competition |
in the business. 1 dor’t think Mr. "Monderer would let us agree with
~ the other two networks that the only basis on which we would negotiate

~ for sports rights is a‘three;network agreement not to accept blackout
k of did not affect

provisions. e b T
~ M. “MACGDONALD. The worst example T can thin
e directly, although 1. did get mail ‘about it. When Mohammed Al
was fighting some guy from Arizona—= olley,’ilﬁbelieve.', Thei allowed
the rograming every place except where it was bein% fougr t, which
1 think was Madison Square Garden, in. New York City.: hen they |
blacked it o in Phoenix, Ariz. Do you think this was & good practice!
Mr. Apams. I ‘don’t know the circumstances. On the basis you de-
seribe it does not sound to me like a good practice, but I do not know
the conditions that prqmpted it nor do I know under what conditions
theblackoutwas:imposed.‘ ) N S e
~ Mr. MACDONALD. The; ‘placked it out because Folley was from
~ Phoenix. 1 guess they - ad theater TV and therefore they did not
want it to g0 on free TV to knock out the hometown boys’ theater
revenues in hoenix. So they blacked it out in Phoenix and the people
in Phoenix who wanted to see him fight in j;his*heavyw'eighpiﬁiatch
“had to %(l)to a theater and pay money-toseeit’.w R ' '
~ Mr. MONDERER. 1 seem to recall, 1 believe it was the RKO people
~ who had the rights and they apparentlyichosefto do it on that basis
in their hometowns. _ I o LA T
: - Mr. MACDONALD. Don’t you think ,~that‘q0ntinuat10n of this type of
~ thing would make people willing to pa, to see some programs:
Mr. Apams. I think the example you used of the fight, Mr. Chair-
man— _ S e SR iy RN
Mr. MACDONALD. 1 am-,talking;a,bout plackouts really. S
Mr. ApAMS (continuing)- Is the same sort of example we use when . |
we are ‘concerned with pay television over the air. We;think that also |
would res 11t ‘in,blacking.. out :homegtlscreens for free viewing. We do.
not like the | lackout principle. Until we have the ability to neg{otiatef

our wa out of 1t we have to accede to demands on the part of the |

rights holders for st. Their interest is an economic interest. ,
Mr. MACDONALD. Do you see any chance in the future that the black-
§ outquesti()n,will stop ¢ s e et o ,
. Mr. Apams. I would Tope so, but 1 don’t see the basis on which
rights holders would agree t0 let us broadcast in the very places where
" they are nviting an»audience'into g stadium. = e
Mr. MACDONALD. Mr. Kornegay- : L
- Mr. KORNEGAY. Mr. Adams, would you have any basis for your
statement other than the fact that Hartford had. 1 pereent,;(if,the sub-
“scribers, the statement that it was not _interested in or, whatever it
was, there was no public interest in pay TV ~ "




