More importantly, the history of fbroadc'asting in this country is
~ entirely againgt this concept ang I would point out that, there is no
showing w atsoever, even the most Specious, that the uge of pay or sub-
Scription television would be “in the public interest,” ag required by

‘sectmnSOB(g). S T e Ty SR

8o, Ibelieve that juriSdictionally‘the Federal Communi-cations@om-
‘mission has no authority whatsoever to proceed in thig direction. Cer-
tainly when the words “public interest” are considered in their proper
context it becomes very plain that there is no authorization to the
agency either on jurisdictional grounds or on the solid grounds of
public policy to convert what is now g workable and working free
television network in this country to pay isic R ‘

Second of all, Mr., Chairman, the proFOSal simply resurrects a great

i ailure in two regards, One, it

‘hever achieved the number of subscribers that it had proposed. They
had contemplateq 50,000. They got less than 5,000, of whom a signifi- -
cant number were ejther complimentary or experimental users of the

test. S ST e I
~In addition to this, it provided no new programing, no

~ higher
quality programing, and in Programing it was a complete and total
loss. i &t L e

Now, there are technical problems, «
viewed very -carefully by this committee. One of the things that this
committee should query the Commission on very carefully is why are
they diverting from free television a very valuable and g very broad
portion of the Spectrum into toll or pay or subscription TV ¢ N TRy

- As this committee well knows, the Spectrum is badly crowded. There

is a tremendous demand for business, for'maritime, 'foreducational, L
and for public safety use of the television Spectrum. Overcrowding of
these portions of the assigned spectrum has long since reached crisis
proportions. & : gt T

usiness Committee

in that subcommittee about the inadequacy of space for business, mari-

time, educational, and for public safety. = , ' s
he recent riots of last Summer tended to point up the fact that

there is at thig partlcular.moment_ & gross ‘i‘nzw%) Cy o rum i

Mr. Chairman, this amount of spectrum could much better be used
to provide for the public safety, than to provide for a silk-stocking




