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XIL SCOPE OF RELIEF REQUESTED

A number of questions have been raised by the Comrmssmn in the
past concerning the possible composition of a nation-wide subserrptlon

“television system embracing - such ‘considerations as whether or not

subseription television should be limited to a single technical - system,~
whether or not it should be limited to multiple- station markets, whether
_ or not it should be limited to UHF, ete. Since varymg answers to each

of these questmnb Would substantlally affect the type of authorlzatlon
‘the C‘omnussmn m1ght grant for a nation-wide extensmn of subserip-

 tion television, we are setting forth hereafter our views in connection.
therewith. In the interest of clarity we Wﬂl follow a questlon and,_ -
answer form m the followmg d1scussmn ‘

s Whether Subscrxphon Televislon Operaﬁons Should Be Limlted to a
EE Single Technical System or Whether General Standards Should ‘.Bef, -
Prowded Wxthm Which a Number of Systems Mlght Operaie. s

: In our op1mon the underlymg pohcy of the Communl ons Act
of encouraging competition dictates that the Commlssmn adopt gen-
eral technical standards within which more than one system might .
operate. These general standards could be hmlted to. the followmg ,
1eqmrements : L : i L .

. (2) 'I‘he system should be eompatlble W1th existing - telev1sion""j
~ service (both VHE and UHF and both monochrome and color) so that
‘the millions of receiving sets now in the hands of the’ public and the
tran an’uttmg eqmpment of ex1st1ng broadcast statlons can be used m 4
thls caervme

o (b) The system should not cause mterferenee or have other un-
8 ,deelrable effects w1th1n or Wlthout the assigned frequenoy band

(c) Subscmptmn service should result in no pereeptlble degrada—’ |
thIl of the quality of the v1deo and audlo signals recelved durmg‘
_ M*elthel a subserlptlon program or a non-subscmptlon plogram

L 2 Whether Subscnphon Operahons in an Ind1v1dua1 Commumty Should; '
Be Conimed to a Single Technical Sysiem X ,

: We beheved that it is very: unhkely, as a practleal matter that
more than one over-the-air subseription techmcal system wou]d operate ;

~ in an individual community. We see no reason, however, why the
g Commission should employ such a restrlctm‘n by rule. From a regula‘ b
~ tory viewpoint, the Commission’s prlmary .interest should be in the

relahonshms whle} exist between franchise subscmptlon systems andf_ w
6o | Ll



