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television b1oadcast heensees, regardless of whether there is one
franchise system or several operatlng in the commumty Tt must
also be recognized that there is a possibility that wired subscrlptlon
systems and over-the-air subsempmon systems may operate n the same
‘commumty

3. Whether Nahonw1de Subscnpnon Telev1sion Should Be Limited to-
Multi-Station Markets (four or more stations) or Whether It Should
~ Be Permitted in All Markets, Includmg Smgle Station Markets.

~ The underlymg pohcy of Seetmn 307(Db) of the Commumcatlons :
-~ Aet, which requires the Comm1ss1on to make a fair, efficient and
~ equitable distribution of broadeast service among the several ““com-

. munities,”’ would appear to dicate that subscription television be made

- available in all markets. In short, if there is a demand for subserlp-

tion qervme, the public in all markets is entitled to 1ts beneﬁts if some- &

one is Wﬂlmo to supply 1t

- Subseription televwlon 1tself has the potentlal of generatmg ‘che
construction of many new stations. To the extent that it achieves this,

it should not matter whether the new statlon is the first station in the

- market or the second, third or fourth, As prev1ously discussed in thesef :
comments, there is a strong probability that present stations in two- or-

three-station markets would not carry any significant amount of sub-

- seription television programs at the outset because this would conflict
with their present h1ghly profitable network commitments. Thus,
sub%euptmn television will have to support the creation of new UHF
stations in such ma1 ketg at the outset if it is to have adequate outlets

In our opmmn, issues mvolvmg whether subscrlptlon telewsmn}f

qhou]d be permitted in markets with varying numbers of stations can
- best be handled on an ad hoc bagis. For example, if subsemptlon tele—,:; :
vision could lead to the eonstructlon of a first television station in a
community, it is diffieult to conceive of any public 1nterest conmdera« e
tion which Would Justlfy a restramt on the creation of such a new L

“station.

4, Whether Subscrxphon Telev1sion Should Be Confined to a Smgle Station ,
“in any Individual Community or Whether More Than: One Stanon
Should Be Authorlzed 1o Carry Programs. R

~ The policy of eompetltlon sponsored: by the Commumcatlons Act,;""f:ﬁ‘f‘ik;‘f
~and the Oommlssmn s pohcy of encouraging competitive multlple tele-

- vision qervme should in log1e extend to- subscmptlon programs as Well‘
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