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Conversely, durmg the same perlod, free telev1s1on exh1b1ted ftlms
'of equal or superior merit Ona regularly scheduled basis, moreover* : f:j =

it presented all types of sports including professional football profes-f.v

e smnal pasketball, NCAA football and basketball and professional base—

ball 10 Durmg the same perlod the telev1sion audience. saw, Wlthout
charge, Barbra Strelsand Carol Burnett and a weekly Danny Kaye show

Free telev1s10n 1s in fact growmg in scope Contracts have been

N entered into for the regular presentatwn this fall of professwnal hockey

~as well as professwnal basketball. 11 CBS has contracted for the presenta-
“tion of professmnal soccer for a per1od of 10 years at an est1mated cost
of one million dollars per year.!2 The fall schedule 1nc1udes ballets, new

and old, among them '"'Beauty and the Beast"; operas and muswal comeohes f : ";

- -including Ethel Merman in "Anme Get Your Gun" and Robert Gou]et 1n j
"Brigadoon n e

- And, if more were needed, the October 3 ‘1966 ed1t10n of Broad-
castmg magazine reports (p. 25) that the free telev1sxon networks have
or are about to acqu1re 93 million dollars worth of recent films These
purchases were motivated by the success of the three-hour presentatmn 5
by ABC-TV of "Brldge on the River Kwai" wh1ch overwhelmed its ‘pro-
gram opposmon. 13 Included in this total are an estlmated 52.8 m11110n

.10 Champmnshlp fights were not then, but have since been, telecast by free TV
During the test period there were a total of six champmnshlp fights presented by

. Pay -TV in Hartford (0.3% of the total programming).

! These two sports constituted the great bulk of the Pay -V sports programs
and 3.7% of the total programming. ; » :

12 Washington Post t, Oct. 4, 1966, p» D-1.
13 ABC paid 2 million dollars for two TV showings. Based on'réifting' informa- '

t1on, that was 1mmed1ate1y available, ABC estimated that 60 million viewers
across the country had watched the three-hour colorcast in whole or in part.

- According to Broadcastmg, "Ratings on 'Kwai' proved to be more than 'Bonanza'

and 'Moore [the other two network programs during the 9-10 p.m slot] combined M




