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Commlttee ‘Congressman Harris indicated that.the COmmittee‘ allowed -
tests such as Hartford pursuant to the Third Report solely because of

the experimental nature of the venture, ‘and he stated that (105 Cong

" Rec. 5362-63, emphasis added):

- % * % the Congress reserves to itself the right to-
determine whether or not to enact legislationto
amend the Communications Act of 1934, as amend-

" ed, to empower the Commission to grant -and to
prescrtbe the conditions under which the Commis-
sion would have the power to grant, authorlzations

- for extended or permanent operations. '

Myr. Speaker, therefore, in conclusion, under no:
 civcumstances can the action O of the Federal Com-.
munications Commission [in the First and Thivd

Reporis] and the action of the Commitiee on Inter- .

state and Foreign Commerce be construed as plac- L

ing a stamp of approval on subscmpnon telems ion

- asa pevmanent sevvice. e

It seems clear, therefore that the mere power to authorize exper1menta1 '

. loperations (which was the only power approved by the Court of Appeals

in Connecmcut Commzttee, supra) does not carry within it the power to .

authorlze pay telev1s1on on a permanent basis.

The Joint Committee is aware that the Commission in the First- Re-
port has concluded that the Commlsswn has such permanent authorlty
The Joint Commxttee believes that the Comm1ss10n s determmatwn inthe
First Report was erroneousa and that it should be carefully recoumdered
at this time.

It cannot be emphasxzed t00 strongly that a. system wh1ch demands
direct payment of fees by the public in order to recelve programs broad-
cast on pubhcly controlled broadcast facrlmes represents-a ma]or and
drast1c change- in the nature of American proadcasting. Prior to the ad-
vent of pay telev1s1on, broadcastmg had been solely supported by com- '
mercial advertisers There was, andis, no dxrect financial relatmnshtp
between a hstener and a broadcast licensee. The absence of this relatxon-

ship is more than just a matter of commercxal choice; it represents an




