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Both the House and the Senate Interstate and ForeignCommerce Com- :
‘mittees vxgorously attacked the Comm1ss1on s conclusion in the First
Report that it had such authority 34 The House Comm1ttee only ac-

- quiesced in the Hartford tmal to be held pursuant to the First and Third T

Reports because of the 11m1ted and experxmental nature of. the proposed
trials. Chairman Harris made it quite clear, however, that the Commit- -
« tee's acquiescence did no? indicate a belief that the Comm1ss1on should

c authorlze pay television on a permanent basis without first obtammg ‘
: Congressmnal guidance in the form of statutory amendments.

Moreover, pubhc concern ‘has always been evident It might con-
ceivably be argued that if a groundswell of pubhc opmion or demand '
was present seekmg the prompt inst1tution of a pay televxsmn system,
~the Commissmn might be obhgated to act even in the absence of a clear :
, Congressmnal mandate, and deprte the fact that the Commumcatxons ‘

Act gives no clear gu1de11nes Thus, for example in the case of CATV
systems, the Commisswn has been confronted W1th an industry which,
as a result of public demand for mcreased telev:smn servxce in areas
which cannot rece1ve adequate signals, has been burgeomng at such a
rapld rate that it threatened to distort or destroy the Commission's }
;carefully considered nat1onw1de televismn allocation plan. Under these :
'circumstances the Comm1sswn recently 1nd1cated that it intended to '
: take 3ur1sd1ction of off-the-air CATV systems even in the absence of
va clear Congressional mandate and even where the Comm1ssxon once

3 goq Second Report, 16 R at 1539-1640; Thus, on February 28, 1058, the
Senate Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee votéd to recommend the =
adoption by the Senate of the followmg resolution:

Resolved that it is the sense of the Senate that the Federal
Communications Commission should not, without specific
authorization by law, authorize or permit any television. .
“licensee or agent thereof to impose a toll, fee, subscrlption
or other charge on the general public or any portion there-
of, for the privilege of viewing television programs received-
.- over television receivers located in the home, with the ex~
ception of both community antenna systems and those pro-
grams transmltted by cable or wire or both. o




