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refused to take such action w1thout Congresswnal gu1dance 85 It is
clear, however that there is no such pubhc demand or: pressure evi- . i
~ dent in the case of pay teleV1s1on It can hardly be contended that the »l :
public has been besieging the commlssmn (or any other regulatory
agency or public author1ty) with demands that a permanent pay tele- "
vision system is either necessary or appropmate Indeed, in Callforma, |
as.the Commission is aware, ‘the pubhc voted down by a declswe mar«-f ‘
gin the institution of a w1red pay television system 1n the only state- :
wide referendum ever held on this questlon S1m1larly, it is s1gn1f10ant e
that only one test of a pay television system pursuant to the F1rst and
Third Reports has been conducted It is at least reasonable to assume
that if a real demand for such a servica were ev1dent it would be re- o
flected in requests by prospective pay TV proponents for authorlty to i |
conduct exper1mental operations. Nor has 1t been demonstrated that
the pubhc of Hartford has demanded the service. Although RKO arti-
ficially limited the Hartford test to 5,000 subscribers and alleged that ,
‘there is a "backlog" of demand, nevertheless, neither they nor any other -
bproponent of pay television has indicated the extent of such a demand
or has demonstrated the existence of pubhc clamor for a pay telewsmn ,
system. The information supphed by Telemeter concerning its Canad1- :
-an experiments corroborates the fact that, far from demandlng apay _:
television service, the residents of Etobicoke and Mimico actually re-‘ :
 jected 1t In these communities, the number of Wu'ed pay telev1sion ‘
‘ subscribers actually declined more than 50% during the five-year test

from an initial hlgh of 5,500 to 2,500 even after Telemeter expanded its |
' potentzal sevvice area from 12,000 to 14,000 (see Telemeter Comments, -
pp.7-9). There were, no doubt, many reasons for the decline in demand

for the Telemeter service, Whatever the reason, the Canadian exper1en'ce’,",

See, e.g., Notice of Inqulry and Proposed Rule- Making in Docket No. 15971,

30 Fed. Reg. 6078. Even here, ‘however, the Commission requested Congressional
guidance and Congressmnal clariflcation of its authorlty to act.  Id. at 6082 83
par. 31.
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